
PO Box 8100, Omaha, NE 68108           I           1-800-491-4400           I           HigherAim.org

C H U R C H



HIGHER AIM 

Baptism: Why It Matters 
Simple Church | Week 5 | Matthew 3:13-17

INTRODUCTION

As followers of Christ, we are commanded to live our lives like 
Jesus and to follow the example He set while He was here on 
earth. One of the ways Jesus set an example for us was by being 
baptized. And because Jesus was baptized, I believe it’s important 
that once you become a believer, you are baptized as well! 
Baptism matters, and today we’re going to look at what Scripture 
has to say about why it matters. 

KEY POINTS 

1. It matters when we understand the meaning of 
baptism.  
It’s important that when it comes to baptism, we take the time 
and attention to read what the Scriptures have to say about it. We 
need to learn what it means, how it works, and what it represents. 
When you understand the meaning of baptism, then you 
understand why it matters and why Jesus displayed its 
importance during his earthly ministry. If you aren’t sure about all 
of the details about baptism, it’s a good idea to look up all of the 
verses about baptism to read for yourself why it’s so important.  

2. It matters when we comprehend the message of 
baptism.  
When we are baptized in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, we are doing it for several reasons: 

- To preach our very first sermon 
- I am obedient 
- I am committed 
- My past is over. I am dead in Christ. 

3. It matters when we embrace the moment of baptism.  
The New Testament teaches that we are converted first and then 
we are baptized. It is important for us to understand this. I know 
this is a struggle for many of us. I am not trying to downplay or 
minimize your experience. You should never think that if you took 
a step to be baptized by immersion, you were disrespecting your 
parents and their choices for you when you were an infant. 
Instead, you are respecting what God has told us to do.  
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Have you ever been baptized by immersion before? If so, what was your 
experience like?  

2. If you’ve never been baptized, what is holding you back from taking that 
step? 

3. How would you define the meaning of baptism in your own words?
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