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THE WORD

Part 15: Greater Than (Part 2)
John1:15

INTRODUCTION NOTES

Most people today don’t go to church to show off their wardrobe. Nor do
people come because they sense an obligation or an expectation that
needs to be fulfilled. Rather, I people come to church or watch church
on television because they’re looking for hope, they’re looking for help,
and they’re looking for God to do something in their life. Once we
realize that God is the source of this hope and this help, the best thing
we can do is to point others to Him so that they can find what they’re
looking for as well. The best legacy we could ever leave to those coming
up behind is one that points other people to Jesus. And the only way
we're going to be able to do that is to understand that Jesus is greater
than anything and everything we face in this life.

KEY POINTS

1. He Is Greater Than All Your Sin

No mistake, shortcoming, or screwup could ever be too big for God to
forgive. Even when you feel like you're too far gone, even when you feel
like you've messed up too badly, and even when you feel like you're
beyond repair, God is still greater. He is bigger than any sin we could
even think of committing, and He wants to forgive you so that your
relationship with Him can be restored.

2. He Is Greater Than All Your Fear

Quite often, anger, gossip, condemnation, and anxiety have their roots
in fear — fear that God doesn’t care about me, things are out of control,
and God is not in charge. Fear tries to convince you that God doesn’t
love you. But do you know who perfect love is? He’s Jesus. And if you're
following Christ, His presence is in your life is going to push anxiety,
fear, and aggression out of your life.

3. He Is Greater Than All Your Pain

Whether you're currently in pain or if you've caused pain for someone
else, God can often use your pain to bring growth and maturity into your
life.

- Pain serves to make us lean in. Sometimes, God uses the pain
in our lives to move us to the place where we lay our head on His
shoulder. We're asking for His protection. We're leaning on Him
for support.

- Pain serves to make us look up. When you go through
unbelievable pain and you don’t have an answer or a resolution,
you not only lean in, but you start looking up. You look up to say,
“Jesus, if I'm going to make it through this, my hope is in you and
you alone.” That’s a powerful position to be in.

- Pain serves to make us look in. As we look up in our pain, we
should also look in and say, “God, what do you want me to do now?
What should my next steps be?” If you'll ask Him, He’ll give you
that guidance and direction. He’ll make you aware of any changes
you need to make. And He’ll prune you and mold you into who He
wants you to be.
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3. He Is Greater Than All Your Expectations NOTES
Let’s think about all of the expectations we have for our life. Even with a
list that big, God is still greater than all of our expectations. Maybe your
life hasn’t turned out like you thought it should have. Well, welcome to
the human race. But even though life may look different than you
expected, Jesus has a better plan for you. He can do more in your life
than you ever ask for or think of. He wants to blow your mind with His
greater plan, so don’t be discouraged when life doesn’t turn out the way
you planned.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

Which manifestation of fear — anxiety, worry, anger, condemnation — do you see in
your life most frequently?

. When you're dealing with pain, do you find yourself leaning in, looking up, and
looking in? Or do you tend to try to distance yourself from God?

. What is an expectation you had of your life that didn’t come true? How has God
exceeded that expectation with His plan for your life?
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