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John 13:31-38

INTRODUCTION NOTES

Have you ever played, “Let's Make a Deal” with God? “God, I will do 
this, if you will do that?” And guess what? God does that, but you don't 
do this. I’d venture to say you’ve probably done that before. Every single 
one of us has tried at one point or another to make a deal with God, and 
we have fallen flat on our face. We’ve failed. Failure seems to be part of 
life. But I want to discuss how to handle failure in a positive way. When 
we are looking at how to handle failure in a positive way, Simon Peter 
(of all the disciples) can teach us about failure. Just like us, he was 
pretty good at failure. He actually disowned Jesus in the worst moments 
of Jesus’ life. So as we look at this account of Simon Peter’s life, we can 
learn a lot about failure and how to grow from it.  

KEY POINTS 

We set ourselves up for failure because: 

1. We focus on the wrong thing. 
Sometimes, we set ourselves up for failure because we focus on the 
wrong thing. Jesus was telling them, “Because I am leaving, I want you 
to love one another.” In fact, Jesus shared more words about loving one 
another than leaving. Simon Peter was focused on following Jesus. He 
was focused on, “Why can't I go with you now? I will lay down my life 
for you.” 

2. We have selective hearing. 
Simon Peter had selective hearing. With many of us, we set up our 
failure because we have selective hearing. We hear what we want to 
hear. But we have to learn to listen completely if we’re going to avoid 
failure. 

3. We are full of our own bravado. 
Simon Peter was trying to distance himself from the other disciples by 
saying to Jesus, “I will lay down my life for you.” Did you notice that 
none of the other disciples were that committed, at least in their words? 
Simon Peter was full of himself, and many of us fail in the same way. 

4. We make promises we haven’t prepared ourselves to keep. 
Sometimes, our failures occur because we make promises we haven't 
prepared ourselves to keep. We make those promises, but we haven't 
done what it takes to keep those promises. When we first gave our life to 
Jesus, many of us did not realize that there are certain disciplines we 
must follow. These disciplines include: Bible study, prayer, and 
fellowship with other believers. If you are going to keep a promise, you 
must do those things necessary to sustain that promise. 

5. We refuse to believe the truth about ourselves.  
A couple of chapters later (hours, quite frankly), Simon Peter fulfilled 
the words of Jesus and denied knowing his Savior. He wasn't willing to 
believe the truth about himself, “in our flesh dwells no good thing.” If 
we refuse to take a good, hard look at ourselves, we are going to set 
ourselves up for failure. 
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NOTESHow do you handle failure in a positive way? 

1. Own it. 
When you fail, own it and embrace it. Don't make excuses for it; just 
own it. Personal failure is inevitable in our lives. The spiritual failure is 
inevitable. I wish I could tell you that the moment you say “Yes” to 
Jesus, you will only be on a straight upward path the rest of your life. 
That's not true. For most of our spiritual lives, we have a strong start 
and then we dip. And when we dip, we need to own it.  

2. Never compare your failure to someone else’s. 
One thing I like about Simon Peter is that when he failed, sinned, and 
denied Christ, he wasn't pointing his finger at anyone else, and neither 
should we. Never compare your failure to someone else.You are on a 
journey with Christ and He is not comparing you with anyone else.  

3. Feel it. 
When Simon Peter failed, he was broken, yet he allowed himself to feel 
that brokenness and express it. When you fail, you need to feel it. With 
many of us, when we fail, what do we do? We ignore it and push it 
down. We think if we don't feel it, it will go away eventually. But the 
only way the brokenness will disappear is for you to go through that 
grief and pain of your personal failure and sin. 

4. Express remorse appropriately. 
When you fail and mess up, you should express remorse. One tell-tale 
sign of the Holy Spirit living within you is when you fall under 
conviction and feel remorse when you sin. So whenever you mess up, 
even if you never get caught or are publicly held accountable for your 
failure, you should feel remorseful for your mistakes if you are following 
Jesus.  

5. Repent. 
Repentance means to change your way of thinking. It means to change 
direction in your spiritual life. If you are truly repenting of the sin that 
caused the failure, you must turn your back and move in a different 
direction away from the previous action. 

6. Seek restoration. 
Scripture is very clear; after you have repented, you need to seek 
restoration. When Jesus arose and came alive from the grave, He 
appeared multiple times. However, Simon Peter was looking for a time 
when he could have a one-on-one moment with Jesus to make things 
right. We should all do the same, if at all possible, to restore what we’ve 
messed up as a result of our failures and shortcomings. 

7. Embrace forgiveness. 
When God forgives you, embrace it. Thank Him for the forgiveness first 
and that will lead you to second step. If you act like you are forgiven, 
that will lead you to humility and praise. Embrace forgiveness and 
realize that God wants to give you a brand-new beginning. The brand-
new beginning from your failure will not last unless you stay there by 
your actions. God wants you to push all the way through. 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
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1. What has the Lord taught you from your past failures? 

2.Which way of setting yourself up for failure do you struggle with the most? 

3. What is a failure or mistake that you need to take ownership of and repent 
from? 




