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REVELATION

The Final Answer - Laodicea: Caught In The Act

Revelation 3:14-22

INTRODUCTION

Today’s key passage in Revelation describes the church at
Laodicea, the church full of believers, who were “caught like a
deer in the headlights.” They were caught in the act. Jesus exposes
what has been happening in their midst and in their own personal
lives, publicly. And as a result, they froze. Maybe that is where you
find yourself today. I pray that you will not just stand in the road,
but you will move to do whatever God is telling you to do. Let’s
look at how we can learn to do just that from reading about the
church at Laodicea.

KEY POINTS

1. The Author To Applaud

In Verse 14, we find three different phrases that Jesus is using to
describe Himself to this particular church and to us. First, He calls
Himself “The Amen.” This means He is utterly to be relied upon.
He is the first and the last, the last word, totally in charge!

Second, He describes Himself as “The Faithful Witness.” This
details that He is saying, “I have seen you with my own eyes and I
am being absolutely honest with you, to tell you what I see in
you.” Nothing is more awesome than to be seen by God. He sees
you. He knows everything about you. He knows everything you
are going to do, and everything you've already done. He even
knows the position that you are in right now. Nothing is hidden
from Him.

Third, He describes Himself as “The Ruler Of God’s Creation.”
Jesus is the Originator of all things. There is nothing that has
existed that He has not originated. Nothing will exist that has not
come from His hand. He is the Creator. With that authority, it is
important for us to move on, to realize that Jesus is very serious.
The reason He is saying these characteristics is that the church
needs to hear His authority and His reliability.

2. The Church To Consider

There was nothing outstanding about the church at Laodicea. The
Christians in Laodicea did not attract other people to Christ.
There was nothing different. They looked like, smelled like, and
acted like the very people in this town.
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Isn't it curious how many churches today are compromising the
Word of God? They are choosing to embrace and celebrate sin and
sinful behavior, as a norm. It has been said that we are in the
Laodicean Church Age. I would sadly agree with that.

3. The Applause To Appreciate

There is no applause to appreciate. There is NONE...There was no
word of encouragement from the Lord. There is not one word of
encouragement that Jesus gives this church. A compromising
church does not receive any word of encouragement from the
Lord. Quite likely, they didn't even notice that there was no word
of applause. They felt no need to be applauded because they were
too busy breaking their own arm, patting themselves on their own
backs.

4. The Concerns To Correct
- Corporate Action

- Corporate Attitude

- Corporate Arrogance

- Corporate Advice
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Isthere something God is seemingly leading you to do, but you're frozen and
refusing to move forward in obedience?

2. Does the way you live your life differentiate you from the non-believers
around you? Or would it be tough for someone to tell whether or not you
follow Jesus by the way you live?

3. When was a time you compromised on your beliefs? Do you regret that
decision? What can you learn from that experience?
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