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INTRODUCTION

The very heartbeat of the Church needs to be grace. Under grace,
we extend love regardless of who people are, regardless of where
they are on their journey, and regardless of what is happening in
their life right now. We just extend God's love and understand
that God loves us so much that He is not going to leave us where
we are. We are all on a journey. Hopefully, you are farther ahead
on your journey with Jesus now than you were last year, or two
years ago, or five or 10 years ago. But wherever you find yourself
on your journey in following Christ, grace is something we can all
continue to grow in. So in this week’s message, I want us to take a
look at the reasons why we should offer grace to those around us.

KEY POINTS

1. We have received God’s grace.

We should offer grace because we have received God's grace. Let's
listen to what Ephesians 2:4-5 says, “But because of his great love
for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even
when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been
saved.”

In other words, God gave you something that you didn't earn, and
that you didn't deserve; and He did that while you were all messed
up. Therefore, when we come in contact with people who don’t
technically deserve grace, who are messy and messed up, and who
have made mistake after mistake, we should show them grace. We
are to be people of grace because we have received God's grace.

2. Grace is the nature of God Himself.

The character of God is grace; therefore, the character of His
people ought to be grace. When someone comes into our church
and they don't talk like you, they don't smell like you, and they
don't look like you, what is your response? Your response is,
“Welcome!” Everything that we do and everything that we are
needs to ooze with the grace of God. You might say, “Well, aren’t
you going to stand on the truth?” Of course I am! And you should
too. You don't have to give up the truth of God, or the reliability of
Scripture to be full of grace. That is why you are full of grace,
because you are standing on the Word of God; and you are
aligning your life with the character of God.
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3. God is growing us to be people of grace.

We are told in 2 Peter 3:18 to grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Grow in knowledge. That means
understanding that we don't know it all. For many of us, that is
why we read books. That is why we watch videos. We study God’s
Word because we understand that we don't know it all. Did you
know that grace is part of the experience of growing? Growing in
grace is the first thing. Many of us do not have much grace. God
wants us to be full of grace and it is something that must be
learned.

Where do you learn grace? You learn grace by going through hard
knocks, brokenness, sorrow, shattered relationships, and
shattered dreams. When things aren't working out in your
relationships and your life, you look for answers. When your
profession is not heading in the direction you anticipated, you
realize that the only constant you really have in your life is God
Himself. Once you learn these lessons yourself, you’ll more easily
be able to empathize with people who are learning them too, and
you’ll be able to extend grace to them that the Lord extended to
you when you needed it most.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. What is an example of God showing you grace in your walk with Him?

2. When was the last time someone showed you grace when you didn’t deserve it?
How did that make you feel?

3. Who is someone you need to be more gracious and compassionate towards? What is
one thing you can do this week to extend grace to that person?
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