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INTRODUCTION

Lazarus was a close friend of Jesus, and he was the brother of Mary and
Martha. Lazarus had been dead for four days before Jesus stepped into
that arena. When Jesus called his name, he came out of the grave. This
event shook the whole area, and word quickly spread that this had
happened in the area. Because Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead,
people came running to meet the man, to see both the man who
performed the miracle and the one who was the recipient of the miracle.
It was a life-changing moment. Following this moment, during a dinner
held in Jesus’ honor, Mary gave a sacrificial gift out of appreciation for
what Jesus had done for her and her brother. In doing so, she set a
wonderful example for all of us to follow when it comes to giving. So in
this week’s message, we are going to look at several truths about giving
and how it impacts our relationship with God.

KEY POINTS

1. God enjoys our giving when it is connected.

For many of us, we don't understand the power of connection and how
our giving can be that way. We just write a check, put some money in
the offering plate, or we give to someone. Sometimes we do it out of
obligation or because of some sense of legalism. We just go through the
motions, and it's not very connected. God wants our giving to be
emotionally and personally connected.

2. God enjoys our giving when it is personal.

Not only does God enjoy our giving when it is connected, but God enjoys
our giving when it is personal. The gift of perfume did not come from
the family of Lazarus; it came from Mary, personally. It was Mary who
took this perfume, this nard, and anointed the Lord. It was worth a
year's salary, and it was unbelievably personal to her. You really learn
the joy of giving when it’s personal.

3. God enjoys our giving when it is sacrificial.

God wants us to learn what it means to be sacrificial and extravagant in
our giving. This means that we learn how to give when it doesn't make
sense. There is no wonder that Scripture says that God loves a hilarious
giver, a cheerful giver. That word “hilarious” is the Greek word for
“cheerful.” Your giving should be to the extent where you say, “I can't
believe I'm giving that much.” That's exactly why God enjoys our giving.
He enjoys our giving when we give like that, when we take our hands off
of controlling our resources.

4. God enjoys our giving when it is engaged.

God wants you to do more than show up; He wants you to jump in and
that is very important. It is not so He can get more of your money to
accomplish His Kingdom's work; He already has all of the money! The
Bible says He owns all the cattle on a thousand hills. It is a great
hyperbole to describe that He has it all! He has a strong desire for you
and for me to learn to be givers. When we learn to be engaged givers,
God enjoys our giving!
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5. God enjoys our giving when it is timely.

God wants you to engage with Him and follow the tug of His spirit to
give like He wants you to give. Some of us give out of legalism or give
out of obligation. But when He begins to whisper to us to do specific
things for certain people, or do special things for certain ministries, we
should respond to the tug that He has placed on our hearts. Like Mary,
we should give extravagantly and we get fully engaged with our call to
give. That is the kind of giving that God enjoys; and that is the kind of
giver He wants you to be.

6. God enjoys our giving when it is transformational.

When we become the givers like God wants us to be, it will be
transformational in our church. There will be an aroma that comes out
of who we are. The church will be encouraging, loving, inviting, full of
grace, and caring for people's souls. People will be drawn to that church
because it is full of a bunch of givers. When you find a group of people
who are engaging and giving like that, God honors that and He will trust
many new believers to that kind of fellowship.

7. God enjoys our giving when it honors Jesus.

When you give to accomplish God's Kingdom's work, The Great
Commission, it honors Jesus. Any time that you give of yourself in
ministry to reach others for Jesus and to exemplify the character of
Christ, it honors Christ. That is the kind of giving that God honors and
He wants to do it through the urging inside your heart. When God urges
you to do it, respond immediately; don't wait. God knows how to bring
everything together. He will change your heart and show you what He
wants you to do in someone else's life at the right time.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Do you give personally to honor the Lord because of what He has done for
your life, or do you give out of obligation?

2. Has there been a time in your life where someone gave you a gift that was
perfectly timed with a need you had? Has there been a time where you’'ve been
able to give a timely gift to someone else?

3. What is one way that giving has impacted your life personally?
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