HIGHER AIM

The Church God Loves - Part 3

1 Thessalonians 1:6-10

INTRODUCTION

In this message, we are going to continue our study in the book of
1 Thessalonians, which is a very powerful book. As we have been
studying “The Church God Loves,” we have already seen what
kind of church captures God’s heart. But as we resume our study,
there is something more to uncover. I want to remind you of Ron
Popeil, the father of infomercials, who famously said, “But wait,
there is more!” That phrase fits perfectly here. As we move
forward in 1 Thessalonians, we uncover more of the phrases and
beliefs we need to embody. As we look at them, we must ask
ourselves, “Lord, am I that kind of person? Am I helping my
church family become that kind of church?”

KEY POINTS

1. The Church God Loves Is The Church That Imitates

The word “imitate” is the Greek word mimitae, which is where we
get the word “mimic,” meaning to copy. They copied Paul’s
message and behavior because he was following Christ. When
Paul gave his life to Jesus, his life was changed, and his hunger to
know Christ never stopped.

Nothing is more powerful than having someone you can look up
to and mimic. You need to be careful how you live, because
someone will copy what you say and do. The church God loves
imitates the right models so their values and heart are passed on.
It is a church full of people who are in love with Christ.

2. The Church God Loves Is the Kind of Church That
Loves the Gospel

The Gospel is the Good News: Jesus died on the cross, shed His
blood to cover and take away your sin, rose from the grave, and is
coming again. Nothing is more exciting than preaching in a
church that loves the Gospel.

Loving the Gospel means more than saying “Amen.” It means
sharing it with your friends and family and passing your faith on
to others. The church in Thessaloniki loved the Gospel, and it
showed, even while they were being persecuted.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Who has God placed in your life that you have intentionally or
unintentionally imitated, and how have they shaped your faith?

2. What does loving the Gospel look like in your everyday life beyond attending
church?

3. Where might God be calling you to live more intentionally as an ambassador
for Christ this week?
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