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INTRODUCTION

We often say that love is a feeling. But I would have to disagree
and tell you that love is an action. Love is something we show, not
just something we say. And the greatest commandment we’ve ever
been given by Jesus Christ Himself revolves around love. We are
to love the Lord our God and we are to love others. That is the
goal of our time here on earth. In this message, I want us to take a
look at five key values surrounding love so that we might love God
and others better as we grow in our walk with the Lord.

KEY POINTS

1. Evangelism

Being evangelists means we will present the Gospel to everyone
everywhere. There is not one time that you've ever heard me
preach that I have not shared an evangelistic invitation for people
to turn from sin and place their faith in Christ. Do you know why?
Because Jesus said those are our walking orders in The Great
Commission. He tells us, “We are to make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and the
Holy Spirit.” Love is about presenting the Gospel to all people.

2. Grace

Showing grace means extending love to everyone everywhere. In
other words, we are going to cut people some “slack.” We are not
going to measure people based on their value about what is going
on in their life right now. Rather, we will look at them the way
God sees them, thinking about what could happen in their lives in
the days to come.

3. Authenticity

Authenticity is so rare in our society today, but it is important that
as Christians we are authentic and that we walk transparently
before everyone, everywhere. We are living in a day and time
when people are trying to manage their image and we want to
appear successful. We want to appear happy. Whether we are
actually either one of those, we want to appear that we have it all
together. If someone says, “How are you doing?” We want to
always say, “Great.” In reality, we may be dying on the inside and
they know it. But Scripture holds us to a higher standard, telling
us to share not only the wonderful parts of our lives, but also to be
open about our sins and struggles.
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4. Service

What if we walked through life the with goal to seek to help and
develop everyone, everywhere? Think about what a different place
our world would be! It would mean that we’d show up in people’s
lives. Regardless of what kind of help they needed, we would come
alongside, and then we would develop others so that they would
learn to come alongside as well. That should be our goal as we
continue to follow Jesus.

5. Encouragement

To be encouraging means to sow joy into everyone, everywhere.
Let me ask you a question. Do you go to church to get something
or to give something? Some of us, we look at coming into the body
of Christ as a chance to be encouraged. Others look for a place
where we can get connected to people who need encouragement.
We need to be doing both. We need to be receiving
encouragement, but we also need to be giving encouragement.
After all, you can't give away what you don't have.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Which of these five values do you need to grow and develop in the most?

2. Would you consider yourself an authentic person? Is there someone you need to be

more real and authentic with in order to point them to the grace and mercy of
Jesus?

3. Do you go to church to get encouragement or to give encouragement?
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