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INTRODUCTION

As a believer, you will go through different seasons. Some will be 
tougher than others. Therefore, you must make sure your head is 
screwed on straight. You need to correctly interpret the Word of 
God and know how to apply it to your life because there will 
always be issues that you will encounter. In light of this, I want us 
to look at today’s key passage in Acts and embrace and 
understand some key principles we can draw from this portion of 
Scripture and apply to our lives as we mature in our faith. 

KEY POINTS 

1. Realize there will be people in whose eyes you will 
never measure up.  
No matter how hard you work, how many rules you follow, or how 
much you achieve, in some people’s eyes, you will never measure 
up to their standard. Therefore, it is important to remember who 
we are trying to please in this life. The Bible makes it clear that we 
should live our lives to please the Lord, not to please people. As 
soon as we gave our lives to Jesus, we surrendered our desire to 
be liked by everyone and chose to rest in the fact that we are loved 
by God. That is a truth we need to keep reminding ourselves of 
every single day. 

2. The best spiritual mentors are the only ones who are 
walking toward purity just like you.  
It is so important that you make a point to look for the right 
mentors. Don't just follow anyone. Look for the individuals who 
don't have it all together. Look for those who do not have an axe to 
grind, who are not angry, and who look to find real freedom in 
Christ.  

James was like that. Look for those kinds of mentors in your life 
who are in the process of becoming more Christlike in their lives. 
That's the kind of person you need to speak into your life. Don't 
look for people who have it completely defined. They probably do 
not have it completely defined, but they won't admit it. Look for 
the person who is processing all that they are going through. 
Learn that kind of maturity and begin to emulate it. 

NOTES
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NOTES3. The Christian life is more than yes’s and no’s.  
For many people, their Christian life is all about, “No, don't do 
that. Don't do this. You had better not do that. That's wrong. You 
had better watch out. You're on the wrong side.” They don't realize 
how many yes’s there are in Scripture. When there are no’s, it's to 
keep us from driving off the road. They keep us from making 
moral decisions that will blow up in our lives.  

We need to remember that the Christian life is more yes’s than 
no’s. Remember what James said, “Let's not make it difficult.” The 
Christian life is easy, but we need to see the yes’s. 

4. Live your private life as if it were a public walk.  
The Christian life is not to do whatever you desire; it is to do what 
Jesus wants in your life. That creates tension. You are to live with 
your eyes in the Word, your heart focused on Christ, and your 
mind aware of your situation. Trust the Holy Spirit. He will tell 
you what is right and what is wrong.  

That can be particularly tough when you think what you’re doing 
won’t affect anyone else. It can be tempting to live differently in 
private than you do in public when no one is around to see how 
you’re living. But God knows what’s going on. He knows what’s in 
our hearts. So even when it’s tough, and even when we think our 
private actions aren’t hurting anyone or anything, we need to 
choose to honor God in every area of our lives, not just the parts of 
life that are visible to other people.  

5. Always look for the encouraging word.  
Be an encourager instead of trying to straighten out someone’s 
life. The Holy Spirit can do that. His job has already been filled. 
He doesn't need to have you correcting everyone’s nose and 
making sure it's properly aligned with the rest of their face. The 
Holy Spirit has all the power He needs to speak to someone about 
where they are and what they are doing.  

This is what it means to be a follower of Christ. Look on the bright 
side, look to encourage other people, not correct them. Be 
someone who is lifting another person up, not tearing them down. 
God wants us to be men and women who live with an encouraging 
word. That's what God does. He is doing this in a church family, 
and that takes time and maturity. 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Do you have a spiritual mentor that is speaking into your life? If not, who is 
someone you could reach out to in order to begin a mentoring relationship? 

2. Is there an aspect of your private life that is not honoring to the Lord or in 
accordance with His Word? If so, pray and ask Him for forgiveness today 
and repent of this behavior. 

3. When was the last time you encouraged someone in their walk with Christ? 
If it’s been a while, who is someone you can encourage today? 
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