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INTRODUCTION

Everyone has had a different experience when it comes to their earthly
father. Some people have a great relationship with their dad. Others
have a strained or difficult relationship. And some people never had a
relationship with their dad at all. In each case, your experience with
your earthly father can often times affect how you view your Heavenly
Father. But let’s not forget that God is unlike any of our earthly fathers.
He is perfect. He loves you unconditionally. He will always keep His
word, and He will always be there for you.

KEY POINTS

1. God grants eternal security

God gives eternal life to His children and they can count on it; and He
will never take it back. John's Gospel teaches us that. Paul would write
about this later in Romans 11, “For the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable.” In other words, God will never take back what He gives.

Eternal security means that once you are saved, you are always saved!
Once you become a child of God, you will always be a child of God. This
passage teaches us all about eternal security, but you and I also need to
realize that the doctrine of salvation is essential. Most Christians really
don't have an idea who they are in Christ and that's why this keeps
coming up for so many people.

If there ever was a sermon, with a specific topic like this one, which
seems to be the most popular over my years in ministry, it is this one,
this issue of eternal security. If we don't know who we are in Christ, we
have been taught incorrectly. Many people think they have to earn it.
There is no way you can earn it. Salvation is totally different; once you
become a child of God, you will always be a child of God.

2. God outlines three doctrines of salvation

- Justification -The moment you receive Christ as Lord of your
life, you turn from your sin, and you place your faith in Him, God
justifies you. He looks at you just as if you had never sinned. He
looks at you through the grid of Jesus Christ and His sacrifice on
the cross. Once you become a child of God, He cleanses you, and
separates all of your sin, as far as the east is from the west, the
Bible says. You will always be His from that moment on.

- Sanctification - The second part of the doctrine of salvation is
sanctification. It comes from the Greek word “Hagios,” which
means “Holy.” God is making you Holy. He is setting you apart
from the world and teaching you what it means to walk with Him,
separate from the world. That is a process, while justification
happens in a moment. Sanctification is a process of learning what
it means to follow Christ.
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Do you remember when you gave your life to Christ? Did you know NOTES
everything? No. Do you know everything now? No, but you know
much more now than you did when you first gave your life to Christ.
Hopefully, your life is different and more disciplined than it was
before you said “Yes” to Christ, because you're in a process. God is
slowly but surely setting you apart for Him. You're learning what it
means to walk with Christ.

- Glorification - Eventually, when you leave this planet and you see
Jesus face to face, you will be glorified. You will know him as fully as
you will ever know Him. You will see Him in all His glory and you also
will be glorified. Your eyes will see Him; faith will no longer be
necessary. It will all be sight and God will glorify you at that moment
in time; and you will be with Christ forever.

You say, “Well then what is my part in it?” Nothing. All you have to
do is do what the Scripture verse says, become a sheep, a sheep of
Christ.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. How has your relationship with your earthly father affected how you see your
Heavenly Father?

2. How have you grown in your faith from the time you accepted Christ until now?

3. In what ways have you tried to earn your salvation or earn God’s favor instead of
realizing that you just need to be a sheep of Christ?
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