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INTRODUCTION

As we read the Word and allow the narrative of the story to unfold, we
realize that one thing is built on another. Now remember, Jesus had just
finished feeding 5,000 people with a sack lunch. He dismisses the
crowd. The disciples have 12 baskets of food left over, one for each
disciple. Jesus makes them get into the boat and He says, “I'll meet you
on the other side.” Then He walks on water, rough water, and they see a
miracle. He gets into the boat, and they go to the other side. That very
same crowd has now realized when they wake up, that He is gone.
Knowing that His disciples had left, they leave, and they head to the
very same area where the disciples had gone in the boat. This huge
crowd followed Christ and they found Him on the other side of the lake.
They want another miracle and Jesus knows their hearts. And He
basically says to them, “You are following Me because you want another
miracle. You are following Me because of the bread I gave you.” But as
they continue to follow Him, they’ll realize that He is the true “bread of
life” that they need to be satisfied.

KEY POINTS

1. God plans to fulfill your life in Jesus.

God plans to fulfill your life in Jesus; it is not what He does for you.
How do you know if Jesus is really fulfilling your life and He is your life?
You will know it when things aren't going well in your life and you are
still looking to Christ. It is when the bottom falls out of your life that we
really know if we're really following Jesus or we're just following Him
because of how He has blessed us. The answer is: When your life is not
so blessed and your prayers are not answered, and you are still are still
following Christ, regardless.

If you ever have an answered prayer, ever have a healing, ever have
financial stability, ever have restoration of a relationship, you will know
you are following Jesus and He is fulfilling your life, when you're not
looking for Him to give you bread or go-carts, and you're trusting Him
to put things together like He wants.

2. God always operates on His schedule, not ours.

You need to know that God keeps His own schedule. Many of us, we are
praying that God would align with our schedule, rather than for us to
align with His schedule. That's our problem. We think God ought to
answer that prayer right now today, at this moment. Sometimes, God
does, but sometimes that prayer may not be answered for 20 years!

You're not going to force God to do your bidding on your schedule;
anyone who would teach you that does not have an understanding of
how God operates. He operates on His schedule and not yours. You see,
our problem is that we want to get Him aligned with our schedule, when
in reality we ought to be trying to get aligned with Him.
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When we pray in the name of Jesus, do you know what that means? It
means we are praying and aligning ourselves with what He would pray,
His purpose, His plan, and His person. Praying in the name of Jesus
does not give you a blank check to ask God for this or that, and that God
is required to give it to you because you use the magic words, “Open
Sesame,” in Jesus’ name. That's not how this works. It is to align you
with who He is and what He is planning to do. Therefore, it means that
when we pray in the name of Jesus, we are willing to submit to God's
hand and God's timing of His hand.

3. God wants you to experience real life, from the inside out.
Many of us don't realize what God is trying to do in our lives. We're
wanting an answer now. We're wanting Him to do something now. We
are wanting Him to fill in the blank now. And He doesn't work that way.
He is trying to develop your inward life and not just bless you because
He is some magic genie who you can call upon to do your bidding. He
wants to change your life from the inside out, and for you to get aligned
with that inside life. Until we move to that place, we're not going to see
God move, and we are not going to hear God's voice.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Do you continue to look to Christ for fulfillment even when your
circumstances aren’t ideal? Or are you quick to distance yourself from God
when life doesn’t go your way?

2. What is an example of a time in your life where you were glad things worked
out in God’s timing rather than in your timing?

3. What is something God is working on in your inner life right now?
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