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INTRODUCTION

As Christians who read God’s Word, it’s very easy for us to live with a
black and white viewpoint of the law. This is where legalism comes in
and threatens our understanding and offering of grace. Thankfully, god
doesn’t want us to live in black and white under the law. Rather, He
wants you to learn to live with grace and truth in Jesus Christ, because
yes, truth is important, but so is grace. We can’t have too much of one
and not enough of the other or an imbalance happens. In this message,
Dr. Dodd will give you five actions you can take to help you understand
how to go from black and white to living color in your Christian life.

KEY POINTS

1. Turn On Your Set

If you want to live in living color, you must turn on your set. If you're
breathing today, you're a human being was made by God, and you have
a television set. But if you've never come to faith in Jesus, the power you
need is not there. So in other words, you must be saved to live in living
color. As long as you are looking at Christianity through solely a
knowledge-based, intellectual lens, you will be stuck in the confines of
black and white living. However, once you accept Christ as your Savior
and surrender your life to Him, living by faith and not by sight, the
colors of grace and truth begin to develop before your eyes.

2. Adjust the Channel

Many of us have turned on the set, but we’re still watching black and
white channels. Even though color is available to us, we're not moving
forward. In other words, we'’re stuck in legalism, trying to live a life that
is lined up with the law. We focus on doing the right things, thinking
that if we are obedient, God will love us more. But if we don’t do the
right things, God will be upset with us and love us less. If you think you
might be stuck in legalism, here are some questions to ask yourself:

- Do Ilook down on others?
- Do I praise outward deeds and never examine the motive?
- Do I only read the Bible to say I did?
- Do I live with a lot of “should have’s”?
- Do Irush to judgment?
- Do I constantly compare myself to other people?
- Do I believe that when I'm blessed, it is a reward I must have
earned?
- Do I enjoy pointing out the sin of others?
- Do I think my sense of order is the only way to live?
- Do I believe that even though God loves me, He doesn’t like me?
- Do Ilive in fear of not being saved or that I can lose my salvation?
- Do I tolerate injustice as long as it doesn’t concern
me?
- Do I believe behavior is the deciding factor between
believers and belongers?
- Do I have a private life that doesn’t match up with
my public life?
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- Do I wonder why, even though I believe in joy and peace, I've never NOTES
really experienced them?

- Do I only participate in Christian activities with other Christians?

- Do I believe in reaching the lost, but I don’t really want to be near
lost people?

3. Stop Surfing

When you flip on your TV from program to program, you never really
see the full intent of that show and you get distracted. Sometimes you
miss the punchline or the climax scene, and therefore you miss out on
the real subject matter because you're not staying tuned in.

Surfing on the TV is the equivalent of living without any kind of
commitment. Many of us struggle with committing in our faith walk, but
that is not God’s intent. He wants us to be committed and connected to
the local church. He wants you to be involved in ministry. Overall, He
wants you to be a committed believer, living your life in accordance with
His will and His plan for you. So with that in mind, here are five ways
you can stay committed in your faith:

- Don’t put your church attendance on the back shelf.

- Don’t follow the example of wayward believers.

- Be in relationship with other believers.

- Use your words of encouragement.

- Live with one eye on the present and the other eye on the second
coming of Jesus.

4. Become an Infomercial

God wants you to become an infomercial for Jesus. Our job is to point
people to Christ, using all of our resources and all of our experiences to
do so. When it’s all said and done, the only thing that matters is Christ,
His saving work on the cross, and His love for each of us. With that in
mind, we need to make sure we are living in a way that makes that truth
clear to the people around us so they can experience all that comes with
having a personal relationship with the Lord, and so they can spend
eternity in heaven with Him.

5. Try Pay Per View — Be a Giver

Scripture makes it very clear that God loves a generous giver. He wants
you to be giving with the money and resources He has blessed you with.
When we give, God uses our life to say to other people, “The Kingdom of
God is more important than our individual kingdoms.” Our lives should
show others that the Lord is the provider, the underwriter, and the first
creditor. Everything we have is due to His generosity towards us. So why
don’t we make a point to be generous in return by supporting the local
church and local ministries to spread the gospel around the world?
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

Did you answer “yes” to many of the questions about legalism? If so, what steps can
you take to combat your legalistic tendencies?

Do you struggle to believe that you don’t have to earn God’s love and favor?

. Are you living a life committed to Christ, or do you find yourself channel surfing,
never fully committing to your walk with Him?




WHY DO I HAVE TO

Struggle?’

MAKING SENSE OF THE JOURNEY
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