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INTRODUCTION

In Luke chapter 15, we read three different parables Jesus told His 
disciples. There are many similar themes and common pieces 
within this trilogy of parables, and that is what we are going to 
dive into in today’s message. I firmly believe as we study these 
Scriptures, we will be given a guide as to how to find what we are 
looking for, using the words of Jesus as our North Star.  

KEY POINTS 

1. There Is A Lost Possession 
In all three of these parables, there is a lost possession. Something 
of value was gone and felt very far out of reach.  

- The lost son 
- The lost coin 
- The lost sheep 

2. There Is A Lonely Place 
There is nothing like isolation. It is more devastating because it 
brings with it loneliness. Don't think for a moment that people 
who have gone off the edge of society are happy. They may act and 
talk like they are happy, but they have a lonely spot on the inside, 
disconnected from family, friends, and loved ones.  

God did not create us to live in isolation. He created us to be in 
community. That is where we will grow and thrive in life and in 
our walk with Christ. But oftentimes before we can see the value 
in community, we must first experience loneliness, which is 
exactly what happened in each of the three parables in Luke 15.  

3. There Is An Aggressive Seeker 
We see a picture of God in all three of these stories. A shepherd 
leaves the 99 to find that one sheep. The shepherd won't stop until 
he finds that lost sheep. A frantic wife can't sleep, lights a lamp at 
night, and does some house cleaning late at night. She gets under 
every bed and looks through every crack in the floor until she 
finds that coin. She won't go to sleep until she finds the coin. 

NOTES
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NOTESThen there is the faithful father. Every day, he is watching, until 
finally, this father saw his son when he was a long way off. He is a 
father with one son at home with a bad attitude and a sense of 
deserving everything. He is totally self-absorbed. He also has a son 
who is lost and he has no idea where he is. You can imagine his 
going out to the edge of his property, or sitting on his porch, 
looking to the hill where his son had disappeared, a long time ago. 
Every day, he is watching for that son and praying for his son to 
come home. He is a faithful father. And the good news is, we have 
a faithful Father too. From each of these stories, we can find 
comfort in the fact that the Lord is always seeking us and chasing 
after us.  

4. There Is A Joyful Party 
In all three of these stories, they had a party when what was 
initially lost was lost no more. The shepherds are celebrating a lost 
sheep that was found. Then there was a house party for the 
recovery of the lost coin. Because this coin was so important, this 
woman invited all of her friends and family to attend. She wanted 
to celebrate because she found her coin. Finally, there was a ranch 
barbecue for a son who came home. These three stories are in one 
chapter to say something to the church. Our business is to 
celebrate and party when people are found. We need to overflow 
with joy when people finally come to their senses and come back 
home.  
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Have you ever experienced a season of loneliness before? What did you learn 
from that season in your life? 

2. When was a time you experience God aggressively seeking you and chasing 
after you? What did that experience teach you about the character of God? 

3. Do you find yourself celebrating joyfully when those who are lost are finally 
found? How can you celebrate someone who has experienced God’s 
redemption in their life recently?
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