
Discerning Prophecy
Review
Definition of prophecy: Human Report of a Divine Revelation
Using human words to report something God brings to mind

That does what:
- Accomplishes upbuilding, encouragement and consolation (14:3)
- Calls church to unified action (14:8)
- Calls unbelievers to repentance, reveals the secrets of the heart (14:25)
- Builds up the church (4:12)

1 Thessalonians 5:16-22
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test
everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil.

Pitfall: Thinking that if I’m not at peace then it must be out of order.
You might not be at peace because there is knowledge that you need that you don’t currently have.
(Think: hitting turbulence on an airplane)

Do not despise prophecies

What was that like for the Apostle Paul?

Teaching of 1 Corinthians 12-14
- charismata- grace gift
- 12:4 - there are a variety of gifts (charismata) but the same Spirit
- 12:22-23 “The eye cannot say to the hand, “ I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the

feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable

Receiving Agabus
- See attached handout

Receiving direction
Acts 16
16 Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish
woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra
and Iconium. 3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of
the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they went on their
way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had been reached by the
apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they
increased in numbers daily.

6 And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to
speak the word in Asia. 7 And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but
the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 8 So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9 And a vision
appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come
over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on
into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

1



Encouraging and commissioning Timothy

1 Timothy 1:18-19
18 This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made
about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 holding faith and a good conscience.

1 Timothy 4:13-16
13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not
neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on
you. 15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a
close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself
and your hearers.

But test everything

1 Corinthians 14: 26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a
revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. 27 If any speak in a
tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28 But if there
is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two
or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said.

1 Corinthians 14:29:  Prophecies must be weighed by the congregation

Diakrino - διακρίνω - to separate, make a distinction
- Other places in Greek literature it is used to talk of “sifting wheat”, distinguishing between clean

and unclean animals
- Cognate word used in Hebrews 5:14 - But solid milk is for the mature, for those who have their

powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.
- In the NT, Acts 15:9 - distinguishing between Jew and Gentile

The sense of “making distinctions” or “carefully evaluating” would make diakrino an appropriate
word in 1 Cornthains 14:29 -- appropriate, that is, if Paul had meant to speak of a process whereby
every member of the congregation would listen carefully and evaluate each statement,
distinguishing what he or she felt to be good from the less good, what was thought to be helpful
from the unhelpful, what was perceived to be true from the false.

If Paul had meant that the Corinthians were to judge whether each speaker was a ture or false
prophet, he probably would have used some other word - not diakrino but probably krino.  This is
the term the New Testament prefers when speaking of judgements where there are only two
possibilities, such as guilty or not guilty, right or wrong, true or false (1 Cor 4:5, 5:3, Matthew 7:1)

In fact, in 1 Corinthians 6:2-6 Paul may consciously be distinguishing formal legal judgements
outside the church (for which he uses krino) from more informal decisions inside the church (for
which he uses diakrino). Within the church, it is less likely that one party will be declared “guilty”
or the other “not guilty”and more likely that a careful evaluation will find some fault on both sides.

- Wayne Grudem, “The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today”

V. 29 Let two or three prophets speak
What is in view here is people in the church with a recognized giftedness in the area of prophecy that
were known by the people.  So, what is being discerned when they share is what is the “good” that needs
to be held on to -- not whether or not they are false prophets because they lack perfection.
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Deuteronomy 13:1-5
1 “If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign
or wonder that he tells you comes to pass, and if he says, ‘Let us go after other gods,’ which you have not
known, ‘and let us serve them,’ 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of
dreams. For the Lord your God is testing you, to know whether you love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul. 4 You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear him and keep his
commandments and obey his voice, and you shall serve him and hold fast to him. 5 But that prophet or
that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has taught rebellion against the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you out of the house of slavery, to make you leave
the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from your midst.

1 John 4:1-3
4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world
already.

The weighing of New Testament prophecy conveys the idea of determining the good from the bad (test
everything, hold fast to what is good) than it does the determining of something being all right or all
wrong.

The elders are distinctly called to govern -- therefore any prophetic word that points to a directional
decision involves their discernment and care.  But the weighing of what is good and what needs to be left
alone is the responsibility of the congregation.

Helpful Questions to ask:
- Is it upbuilding, encouraging, or consoling?
- Is it revealing a secret of your heart?
- Does it sound like the voice of your Father?
- Does it display and convey the fruit of the Spirit?

Pitfall: Thinking that every public prophetic word should be encouraging to every person in the same
way.

Make general observations from the text:
- How are prophets in the church in Corinth viewed differently than Old Testament prophets?
- How are prophets in the church in Corinth’s words distinct in authoritative direction from Paul’s

Apostolic authority?

14:30 - Prophecies were intentionally neglected
29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said. 30 If a revelation is made to
another sitting there, let the first be silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn
and all be encouraged, 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets.

- Some Prophecies were not shared (let the first be silent)
- Think: narrow road, not tightrope

- Prophets are to be submitted to each other and to the others in the gathering for the sake of
encouragement

- Prophets are to be under control (this is not an eccastic exercise, it is a deliberate controlled one)

1 Corinthians 11, 14:33-35, 11:2-16 - Women who can prophecy in the church but not govern the
church
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33 For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.  As in all the churches of the saints, 34 the women
should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as
the Law also says. 35 If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it
is shameful for a woman to speak in church.

11:5 but every wife (gune: wife/woman) who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head,
We know the context of 1 Cor 11 is public because:

- The woman/wife needed a public display of submission - head covering
- It’s in the same discussion as the Lord’s supper

14:36-38 - Prophecy was referred to in contrast to Apostolic authority
36 Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you the only ones it has reached? 37 If anyone
thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a
command of the Lord. 38 If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

Hold fast to what is good

39 So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But all things
should be done decently and in order.

Think:
Order like in a family.  Not like in a courtroom or a chamber of government.
Order like being on a plane that can fly through turbulence. Not like being in a simulator.

1 Corinthians 13:2
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith,
so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

Ephesians 3
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family[c] in heaven and on
earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with
power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do
far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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Guidelines for Sharing Public Prophetic Words

We love that the prophetic gift is growing in our church and are so encouraged by the fruit we have seen
from individuals growing in their personal discernment, because of how God has spoken to us personally
through it.  With this in mind, we would like to outline some guidelines to help us better walk together in
unity and wisdom as a church family. Two values that we hold in tension as a church are structure and
freedom. So, our hope is that these points provide the structure that gives boundaries to our actions as
well as giving freedom to continue to grow in our prophetic gifting within those boundaries.

Two important points:

1. The context of public prophetic words being shared was the public gathering of the church.

1 Corinthians 14
26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an
interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. 27 If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most
three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28 But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent
in church and speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said.
30 If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so
that all may learn and all be encouraged, 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. 33 For God is not a
God of confusion but of peace.

2. We have an example of prophets coming from Jerusalem to Antioch.  The only one specifically
expounded on is Agabus.  In both of these instances, Agabus’ sharing was in the context of a
relationship he had with those he was sharing with.

Acts 11
27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one of them named Agabus stood up
and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of
Claudius). 29 So the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in
Judea. 30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Acts 21
7 When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and we greeted the brothers and stayed with
them for one day. 8 On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip the
evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. 9 He had four unmarried daughters, who prophesied. 10
While we were staying for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 And coming to us, he
took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and hands and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews at
Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’” 12 When we heard
this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “What are you doing,
weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name
of the Lord Jesus.” 14 And since he would not be persuaded, we ceased and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.”

The age of mass communication:
We live in an age of instant mass communication that was unlike that of the New Testament.  While we
do want to take advantage of the common grace of vehicles like email and text, we also want to lean into
the Scriptures for guidelines. Even within the framework of New Testament correspondence letters, we do
not have reference to prophetic words being shared through those letters. So, we want to emphasize the
importance of words being shared publicly in order to be discerned.



Guidelines:

1. For any prophetic word that is meant for the corporate body, first look for public spaces to share it
first rather than text or email. This may mean that there is a gap between when the Lord gives you
the revelation and when you have a moment to share it. We encourage you to write it down or
record it as a voice memo on your phone. The additional time between receiving the word and
sharing it will allow you to prayerfully discern if it is something meant for the corporate body or
if it is something the Lord is speaking to you personally. You may share it first with one or two
trusted friends or mentors, but other than that, please wait to share it within a public setting.

a. Three ideal places for this:
i. Sunday pre-service prayer meeting - 8:30-9:30 a.m.

ii. Thursday night corporate prayer - 6:30-8 p.m.
iii. Tuesday Staff meeting - 10 a.m.

2. If you are unable to attend one of these spaces, you may email your word to a leader or fellow
church member who can share it publicly.

3. The elders will use these times to discern if prophetic words need to be shared in the Sunday
gathering.  If you receive a prophetic word during the Sunday service, you may share it with the
elder on the front row during the communion time and he will discern whether or not it needs to
be shared immediately with the church.

4. Because the context of outside prophetic voices was always rooted in relationships, we ask that
you refrain from publicly sharing links or articles regarding prophetic words from outside of the
church body. While we do believe that there are gifted prophets within the larger body of Christ,
we trust that if God has something to speak to us directionally as a church family then he will use
the relationships we currently have to do so (both inside and outside of the church).

5. If you read something from outside of the church or you recognize themes of prophetic words
from within the church that you would like to bring to the elders’ attention, please email Dolph
Farmer dolph@charlestownepd.com and copy Lydia Farmer lydia@jicc.us.  Lydia  keeps a
running record of prophetic words that are shared and Dolph is the delegated elder to share
prophetic words or themes in the monthly elders meeting. Please know that we value this step.
We understand that God uses the entire body to bring shepherding care to the body. So, if you
believe something has been missed or inadvertently disregarded, please call this to the elders
attention.
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