Discerning Prophecy
Review
Definition of prophecy: Human Report of a Divine Revelation
Using human words to report something God brings to mind

That does what:
- Accomplishes upbuilding, encouragement and consolation (14:3)
- Calls church to unified action (14:8)
- Calls unbelievers to repentance, reveals the secrets of the heart (14:25)
- Builds up the church (4:12)

1 Thessalonians 5:16-22

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test
everything, hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil.

Pitfall: Thinking that if I’'m not at peace then it must be out of order.
You might not be at peace because there is knowledge that you need that you don’t currently have.
(Think: hitting turbulence on an airplane)

Do not despise prophecies
What was that like for the Apostle Paul?

Teaching of 1 Corinthians 12-14
- charismata- grace gift
- 12:4 - there are a variety of gifts (charismata) but the same Spirit
- 12:22-23 “The eye cannot say to the hand, “ I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the
feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable

Receiving Agabus
- See attached handout

Receiving direction

Acts 16

16 Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish
woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra
and Iconium. 3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of
the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they went on their
way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had been reached by the
apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they
increased in numbers daily.

6 And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to
speak the word in Asia. 7 And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but
the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 8 So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9 And a vision
appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come
over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on
into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.



Encouraging and commissioning Timothy

1 Timothy 1:18-19
18 This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made
about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 holding faith and a good conscience.

1 Timothy 4:13-16

13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not
neglect the gift you have, which was given vou by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on
you. 15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a
close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself
and your hearers.

But test everything

1 Corinthians 14: 26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a
revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. 27 If any speak in a
tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28 But if there
is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two
or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said.

1 Corinthians 14:29: Prophecies must be weighed by the congregation

Diakrino - S uokpive - to separate, make a distinction

- Other places in Greek literature it is used to talk of “sifting wheat”, distinguishing between clean
and unclean animals

- Cognate word used in Hebrews 5:14 - But solid milk is for the mature, for those who have their
powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.

- Inthe NT, Acts 15:9 - distinguishing between Jew and Gentile

The sense of “making distinctions” or “carefully evaluating” would make diakrino an appropriate
word in 1 Cornthains 14:29 -- appropriate, that is, if Paul had meant to speak of a process whereby
every member of the congregation would listen carefully and evaluate each statement,
distinguishing what he or she felt to be good from the less good, what was thought to be helpful
from the unhelpful, what was perceived to be true from the false.

If Paul had meant that the Corinthians were to judge whether each speaker was a ture or false
prophet, he probably would have used some other word - not diakrino but probably krino. This is
the term the New Testament prefers when speaking of judgements where there are only two
possibilities, such as guilty or not guilty, right or wrong, true or false (1 Cor 4:5, 5:3, Matthew 7:1)

In fact, in 1 Corinthians 6:2-6 Paul may consciously be distinguishing formal legal judgements

outside the church (for which he uses krino) from more informal decisions inside the church (for

which he uses diakrino). Within the church, it is less likely that one party will be declared “guilty”

or the other “not guilty”’and more likely that a careful evaluation will find some fault on both sides.
- Wayne Grudem, “The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today”

V.29 Let two or three prophets speak

What is in view here is people in the church with a recognized giftedness in the area of prophecy that
were known by the people. So, what is being discerned when they share is what is the “good” that needs
to be held on to -- not whether or not they are false prophets because they lack perfection.



Deuteronomy 13:1-5

1 “If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign
or wonder that he tells you comes to pass, and if he says, ‘Let us go after other gods,  which you have not
known, ‘and let us serve them,’ 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of
dreams. For the Lord your God is testing you, to know whether you love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul. 4 You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear him and keep his
commandments and obey his voice, and you shall serve him and hold fast to him. 5 But that prophet or
that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has taught rebellion against the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you out of the house of slavery, to make you leave
the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from your midst.

1 John 4:1-3

4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world
already.

The weighing of New Testament prophecy conveys the idea of determining the good from the bad (test
everything, hold fast to what is good) than it does the determining of something being all right or all
wrong.

The elders are distinctly called to govern -- therefore any prophetic word that points to a directional
decision involves their discernment and care. But the weighing of what is good and what needs to be left
alone is the responsibility of the congregation.

Helpful Questions to ask:
- Is it upbuilding, encouraging, or consoling?
- Isitrevealing a secret of your heart?
- Does it sound like the voice of your Father?
- Does it display and convey the fruit of the Spirit?

Pitfall: Thinking that every public prophetic word should be encouraging to every person in the same
way.

Make general observations from the text:
- How are prophets in the church in Corinth viewed differently than Old Testament prophets?
- How are prophets in the church in Corinth’s words distinct in authoritative direction from Paul’s
Apostolic authority?

14:30 - Prophecies were intentionally neglected
29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said. 30 If a revelation is made to
another sitting there, let the first be silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn
and all be encouraged, 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets.

- Some Prophecies were not shared (let the first be silent)

- Think: narrow road, not tightrope
- Prophets are to be submitted to each other and to the others in the gathering for the sake of
encouragement
- Prophets are to be under control (this is not an eccastic exercise, it is a deliberate controlled one)

1 Corinthians 11, 14:33-35, 11:2-16 - Women who can prophecy in the church but not govern the
church



33 For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all the churches of the saints, 34 the women
should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as
the Law also says. 35 If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it
is shameful for a woman to speak in church.

11:5 but every wife (gune: wife/rwoman) Who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head,
We know the context of 1 Cor 11 is public because:

- The woman/wife needed a public display of submission - head covering

- It’s in the same discussion as the Lord’s supper

14:36-38 - Prophecy was referred to in contrast to Apostolic authority

36 Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you the only ones it has reached? 37 If anyone
thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a
command of the Lord. 38 If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

Hold fast to what is good

39 So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But all things
should be done decently and in order.

Think:
Order like in a family. Not like in a courtroom or a chamber of government.
Order like being on a plane that can fly through turbulence. Not like being in a simulator.

1 Corinthians 13:2
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith,
S0 as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

Ephesians 3

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family[c] in heaven and on
earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with
power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do
far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=eph+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29250c

Guidelines for Sharing Public Prophetic Words

We love that the prophetic gift is growing in our church and are so encouraged by the fruit we have seen
from individuals growing in their personal discernment, because of how God has spoken to us personally
through it. With this in mind, we would like to outline some guidelines to help us better walk together in
unity and wisdom as a church family. Two values that we hold in tension as a church are structure and
freedom. So, our hope is that these points provide the structure that gives boundaries to our actions as
well as giving freedom to continue to grow in our prophetic gifting within those boundaries.

Two important points:

1. The context of public prophetic words being shared was the public gathering of the church.

1 Corinthians 14

26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an
interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. 27 If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most
three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28 But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent
in church and speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said.
30 If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so
that all may learn and all be encouraged, 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. 33 For God is not a
God of confusion but of peace.

2. We have an example of prophets coming from Jerusalem to Antioch. The only one specifically
expounded on is Agabus. In both of these instances, Agabus’ sharing was in the context of a
relationship he had with those he was sharing with.

Acts 11

27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one of them named Agabus stood up
and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of
Claudius). 29 So the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in
Judea. 30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Acts 21

7 When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and we greeted the brothers and stayed with
them for one day. 8 On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip the
evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. 9 He had four unmarried daughters, who prophesied. 10
While we were staying for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 And coming to us, he
took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and hands and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews at
Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.”” 12 When we heard
this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “What are you doing,
weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name
of the Lord Jesus.” 14 And since he would not be persuaded, we ceased and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.”

The age of mass communication:

We live in an age of instant mass communication that was unlike that of the New Testament. While we
do want to take advantage of the common grace of vehicles like email and text, we also want to lean into
the Scriptures for guidelines. Even within the framework of New Testament correspondence letters, we do
not have reference to prophetic words being shared through those letters. So, we want to emphasize the
importance of words being shared publicly in order to be discerned.



Guidelines:

1.

For any prophetic word that is meant for the corporate body, first look for public spaces to share it
first rather than text or email. This may mean that there is a gap between when the Lord gives you
the revelation and when you have a moment to share it. We encourage you to write it down or
record it as a voice memo on your phone. The additional time between receiving the word and
sharing it will allow you to prayerfully discern if it is something meant for the corporate body or
if it is something the Lord is speaking to you personally. You may share it first with one or two
trusted friends or mentors, but other than that, please wait to share it within a public setting.
a. Three ideal places for this:
i.  Sunday pre-service prayer meeting - 8:30-9:30 a.m.
ii.  Thursday night corporate prayer - 6:30-8 p.m.
iii.  Tuesday Staff meeting - 10 a.m.

If you are unable to attend one of these spaces, you may email your word to a leader or fellow
church member who can share it publicly.

The elders will use these times to discern if prophetic words need to be shared in the Sunday
gathering. If you receive a prophetic word during the Sunday service, you may share it with the
elder on the front row during the communion time and he will discern whether or not it needs to
be shared immediately with the church.

Because the context of outside prophetic voices was always rooted in relationships, we ask that
you refrain from publicly sharing links or articles regarding prophetic words from outside of the
church body. While we do believe that there are gifted prophets within the larger body of Christ,
we trust that if God has something to speak to us directionally as a church family then he will use
the relationships we currently have to do so (both inside and outside of the church).

If you read something from outside of the church or you recognize themes of prophetic words
from within the church that you would like to bring to the elders’ attention, please email Dolph
Farmer dolph@charlestownepd.com and copy Lydia Farmer lydia@jicc.us. Lydia keeps a
running record of prophetic words that are shared and Dolph is the delegated elder to share
prophetic words or themes in the monthly elders meeting. Please know that we value this step.
We understand that God uses the entire body to bring shepherding care to the body. So, if you
believe something has been missed or inadvertently disregarded, please call this to the elders
attention.


mailto:dolph@charlestownepd.com
mailto:lydia@jicc.us

ay1 sAes snyl,, ‘pres pue ‘spuey pUE 193] UMO SIYy punoq pue
a[p113 s,[NEJ H001 34 sN 01 FUIWOd puy ‘gapn[ WOIJ UMOP WEd
snqe8y paweu 13ydoid e ‘sAep wos 10§ guieis a19m am 3TN

1S211IM XN "BITESIBD Ul [J13S
‘[nEJ SIUOIFUOD YITYM JUIAI onaydord 19y10UE 3GLIDSIP §3SIIA dTOU
om1 ‘starySnep s diIyd SuITORUIW ISIA 31 JajE asn| Suimoiog

§2YDISIU [[DWS 0@ Y710 €aaydoid y :]] 2u29s ‘snqpdy 11-0111T SPY

"pPI07 33 JO SPIOM JO AIIOYINE Y2 ATY 10U PIP saraydoid
35911 18y puE ‘pur 01 ulIq PINOM POD 1BYM SPIOM UMO 19y ul 3w
-110da1 Aq Ajdunts Sutdssydord,, axom A3y 1811 Aapiqissod aya st &[]
a10wW YoNJA "saisode Y3 s LILTOYINE IN[OSQE JO P SUIES Y3 UM
Sunyeads aq pnom UaUWIOM 3531 1B A[dIjun suIaas 31 Uyl ‘saydmyd
Amauso-1s1y 2y3 ul sfueaw [euone8a18uod Ul $2[0I SANEIIOYINE
PaMO[[E 10U 2TaM UaWOM J] i¢ 1a1deyd Ul ¢ SUBIGIUIIO] T 3O uoIssnd
-SIp INO 01 UONEUIIYUOD JoLIq SUIOS saA18 o8essed s1ya ‘ased AUE U]
-s1o1y8nep s, iy 4q usA13
saroaydo1d ayy1 Ul PAUTEIUOD 1M SFUTUTEM TE[IUIIS sdeyrad 141 Uy
sn so>ew o8essed sy3 (T1:1T s10y) 1e13e 1snf pue (4117 $10Y) 210J2q
1sn( swod waesnIa[ ut SULINS INOGE [MeJ O s3ururem onaydoad 1ey3
1085 211 anq ‘saroaydoid 11y O UAUOD 3R JO UaAI ST UOTIEBDIPUT ON

“(ASY ‘g-8: 17 $10y) parsaydord oym
‘s191ySNEP PIIITEWIUN INOJ PEY 3Y PUY WY 1M pakeis pue ‘uU2Aas
a3 Jo 2UO Sem Oym “IsI[ABUBAS 3 diiyd Jo asnoy 3yl paIaiud
am puE ‘EaIesae]) 01 SWiEed pue paiuredep am moiow 3y UQ

{B2TESIB))

‘4310 110d J9yI0UE 01 SAWOD [NEJ ‘wapesniaf premol Sumunuo) 4L
JNOQE 9AOQE JAIBITEU Y3 UO 30> SMO[[Of a8essed ja11q SIYL

s1oydoud so saa1y8nop s, dyiyd :6:1¢ 519y

*Aepo1 1MdD0 10U pP[NOd

Jindg A[o a3 WoIj UORE[RAIT 01 asuodsar uewny I[qeI[2IUN,, UE
yons 1611 Suides 10§ uosear BUOIS aq 03 WSS 1Y 0P TON urod
sTy3 18 SUIPUEBISIAPUN INO U 30UIIFIP YINW 3q 01 WIS 10U SIOP 134

Ll LNIWVLS3] MIN IHL 40 1§IY THL NI SLIHJO¥{

i
iy
1
x

«N1dg £[01 ay1 woiy uone[aaar e 01 asuodsar ur 1oe-yo9ads urwny
dqerarun ue,, ing A>sydord, 10u pajes si a1 J1 usaAd pa1ITwIpe aq
1da102 3y3 1 ang *Asaydoid,, sj[es A[jensn 1uawresa] maN M.ETIDE
01 swaas 3l—1eym pue §ooq siy1 ur 105 Juingre we | umﬂk.wo =Rl EN ]
343 Ajjear sy ey  Avpiqeipiun, pue «KUpIea parredwi, aAey ued
4oIym uone[a4ar eyl 01 asuodsas usyods e osje v:m. amco.m.aa 10 uos
-13d e 01 3111d§ AJOF] oY1 wog «UOTIB[ADI,, B 9q UED 2193 183 KBS 10q
PInOM am 1EY1 JUBDYIUSIS ST 31 ‘pasn I WIA] TIAIBYM INg ‘10U pJnom
uyged pue ‘Aoaydoid,, e uonejaaa 1eys jo 110ds1 10 asuodsar ay3 J[ed
P[NOM T 3ey3 ST s3u10dm3lA INO UT 25UIJJIp 9y ], ‘woaesnia[ 01 0F o1
10U [ne( [[93 A3y UONE[aA2T JBYI 01 asuodsal ul pue ‘214 1e sajdiosip
943 01 111dg AJOH] Y1 WOIJ UONE[IAII € §I aI13y] 'aa0qE E%E&G@
JBYM 01 Te[Ils AeM B UT JUDAI 943 PUBISIOPUN 01 SWIIIS UYJer) 2I3L]

y'198-4d92ds 11243 U1 padraw 10 pasnjuod
3q J0u 1snur 11 03 3sU0dSaI I12Y) PUE UOMIB[IAST 1BY ], "INy S NEJ
mo wa 03 pajeaAal pey 3aidg ay3 1eym sureSe 10021 buzh ngq
[EIUWNIISUT 7BYMIWIOS ST IS 93 SS3[3YIA3U YoIYm UT “yoaads
11941 jo Awjiqerfasun pue Auprjea parredun ay1 10u st 1urod SN dls

1ndg AjoH aya £q pajesaas

01 3suodsal uewNY 3jqerjaIun ue Eumu_.&ww M u“oﬂ _m:t %MMHMW%M
UFED pIeysry 1eqs wuedyrudis s1 a1 “yooq siya w uo.w Sumgre we |
yPrym £osydoad uo aurodmara aya yiim 9918e J0u mumn ay :mmoguj\

« P10T 343 JO spiom,, Buryeads 10U aTam 2147 18 s1oydoad ayJ :sprom
[en1dE s11 Ut L1170YyINe JUIAIp 21njosqe ssassod 01 [neq 4q 1y8noya 10u
sem yorgm Assydord jo ad4y e saaeorpur ogessed SIy3 9I0Ys uf

‘0f o
01 SNy pue ‘uorIe1adIsur (SnosU0IIs) UMO Iya EEHAMMMMMMMHM
jo 110da1 11911) Aosydoad uanbasqns xray ajdnos o Euﬁ.uﬁ ENE.MH
A134 U33q 3ABY PINOM 31 UY ] ‘wayesnIa[ 1E 90'] p[nom neJ eyl Sur
~19JJNS 3yl ANOQE POy WOy UONEDIPUT 1O UOMIE[IAR],, JO PUDY auwros
PeY peY 2141 18 suensuy) oy jo awos Jeyy asoddng .Soﬁ? auwrod
pinom £oaydoid e yons moy jo Suryiawos asturims ues am 108y Uy
'3]qepUE

PInom £23ydoxd a1 01 adusIpaqostp S [neJ cu_“u mgwwuwwww M_uuhwwo MM
osje sdeysad pue snssydy 1 pue yiurion 1e punoj am 1eym 03 wm_MEm

€oaydoig fo 11 ay 9L



78 The Gift of Prophecy

Holy Spirit, ‘So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who
owns this girdle and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles’”
(Acts 21:10-11, RSV).

There appear to be two competing factors in this passage. On the
one hand, Agabus’s introductory phrase, “Thus says the Holy Spirit,”
suggests an attempt to speak like the Old Testament prophets, who
said, “Thus says the Lord . ..”

On the other hand, however, the events of the narrative itself do
not coincide with the kind of accuracy that the Old Testament requires
for those who speak God’s words. In fact, by Old Testament stan-
dards, Agabus would have been condemned as a false prophet, because
in Acts 21:27-35 neither of his predictions are fulfilled.

First, Agabus predicted that “the Jews at Jerusalem” would “bind”
Paul (Acts 21:11; the Greek word for “bind” here is deo). However,
when Paul is actually captured in Jerusalem later in the same chapter,
Luke tells us twice that it was not the Jews but the Romans who bound
Paul: “Then the tribune came up and arrested him, and ordered him to
be bound [Greek deg] with two chains” (Acts 21:33, RSV). Similarly,
in reflecting on this event, “the tribune also was afraid, for he realized
that Paul was a Roman citizen and that he had bound [Greek ded)
him” (Acts 22:29, RsV).

The second “mistake” in Agabus’s prophecy concerned the second
detail he predicted, the fact that the Jews would “deliver” Paul into the
hands of the Gentiles. Here the Greek word for deliver is paradidomi,
“to deliver, hand over.” Essential to the sense of this word is the idea of
actively, consciously, willingly “delivering, giving over, handing over”
something or someone to someone (or something) else—this is the case
in all of the other 119 instances of its use in the New Testament.

This word paradidomi is used, for example, of Judas “delivering”
Jesus into the hands of the Jewish leaders (Matt. 10:4; 26:16; etc.); of
the Jews then “delivering” Jesus into the hands of the Gentiles (Romans)
(Matt. 20:19); “delivering” John the Baptist to prison (Mark 1:14);
Moses “delivering” laws to the people (Acts 6:14); or Paul “delivering”
teachings to the church (1 Cor. 15:3). None of the other 119 instances
of the word in the New Testament lacks the idea of an action that is
consciously, intentionally done by the one doing the “delivering.”

SRR S
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PROPHETS IN THE REST OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 79

But in Luke’s narrative following the prophecy of Agabus, he
shows that the Jews do not “deliver” Paul over to the hands of the
Gentiles. Rather than intentionally “giving Paul over” to the hands
of the Gentiles (as the Jews had done with Jesus, for example), they
tried to kill him themselves (Acts 21:31). He had to be forcibly rescued
from the Jews by the Roman tribune and his soldiers (Acts 21:32-33),
and even then “he was actually carried by the soldiers because of the
violence of the crowd” (Acts 21:35).

Now it might be argued that Luke has no intention of showing that
Agabus gave an inaccurate prophecy. These are really only differences in
detail, someone might say. However, this explanation does not take full
enough account of the fact that these are the only two details Agabus
mentions—they are, in terms of content, the heart of his prophecy. In
fact, these details are what make it unusual as a prediction. Probably
anyone who knew how the Jews throughout the Empire had treated
Paul in various cities could have “predicted” with no revelation from
the Holy Spirit at all that Paul would meet violent opposition from the
Jews in Jerusalem. What was unique about Agabus’s prophecy was this
prediction of “binding” and “delivering into the hands of the Gentiles.”
And on these two key elements, he is just a bit wrong,

Now it is especially in the case of prophetic pronouncement that
accuracy in detail was an essential mark of authenticity. Note the fol-

lowing examples:

* Joshua 6:26 (rsV): Joshua predicted that of the man who rebuilds
Jericho, “At the cost of his first-born shall he lay its foundation,
and at the cost of his youngest son shall he set up its gates.” In
1 Kings 16:34, both predictions come true for Hiel of Bethel.

« 1 Kings 13:2: A man of God from Judah predicted that someone
named Josiah would be born to the house of David and would
sacrifice the disobedient priests themselves upon the altar at
Bethel. In 2 Kings 23:15-16, 20, this prediction comes true.

¢ 1 Kings 17:14: Elijah predicted that the jar of meal would not
be used up and the jug of oil would not run dry. In 17:16, this
prediction comes true.

¢ 1 Kings 21:23: Elijah predicted that the dogs would eat Jezebel
within the bounds of Jezreel. In 2 Kings 9:35-36, this prediction

comes true.
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82 The Gift of Prophecy

(strictly speaking, Agabus predicted two events which “did not come
to pass,” Deut. 18:22) and with the fact that Luke so clearly describes
the non-fulfillment of the two parts of the prophecy in the immediately
subsequent narrative.

(b) “Thus says the Holy Spirit” means here not that the very words
of the prophecy were from the Holy Spirit but only that the content
generally had been revealed by the Spirit. In this case Acts 21:10-11
would fit the pattern of prophecy in 1 Corinthians.

A similar example of a “prophecy” which is then summarized—
but with markedly altered content—as something “the Holy Spirit”
was “saying” is found in Ignatius’s Epistle to the Philadelphians
7:1-2 (about a.D. 108). The prophecy itself, given by Ignatius, said,
“Give heed to the bishop, and to the presbytery and deacons.” But
the summary of it that Ignatius gave, after affirming that he had “no
knowledge” of divisions in the church “from any human being,” was
this: “The Spirit was preaching, and saying this, ‘Do nothing without
the bishop, keep your flesh as the temple of God, love unity, flee from
divisions, be imitators of Jesus Christ, as was he also of his Father.”” In
this section, the phrase translated “saying this” is legon tade, the same
two words used by Agabus in Acts 21:11 (tade legei, “thus says . .."),
Yet the phrase hardly introduces a direct quotation—it is a greatly
expanded interpretation. The Holy Spirit was saying “approximately
this” or “something like this.”

And similar examples of this phrase (Greek tade legei) introducing
statements from “the Lord” are found in The Epistle of Barnabas 6:8;
9:2, and 9:5. In every case they introduce extremely free paraphrases
with interpretation of the Old Testament, except in 9:3, where no Old
Testament quotation at all seems to be in view. It is clearly possible,
therefore, that Agabus’s introductory statement meant nothing more
to him than, “This is generally (or approximately) what the Holy Spirit
is saying to us.”

The problem with this solution is that this phrase, Greek tade legei,
is used frequently in the Greek translation of the Old Testament (the
Septuagint) to introduce the words of the Lord in the Old Testament
prophets (“Thus says the Lord . . ."). On the other hand, it is also
used to introduce statements from many other people, not always with
direct quotations, so perhaps it need not always signify that the actual
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ow. Moreover, the exact words

words of the person quoted would foll
are never elsewhere

used by Agabus, “Thus says the Holy Spirit,”
used to introduce Scripture or Old Testament prophetic speech which
consisted of the very words of God.

(¢) A third possibility is that Agabus, perhaps in trying to imitate
the Old Testament prophets, or perhaps not fully understanding the
nature of his prophetic gift, wrongly used an introductory statement
that was inappropriate to his status as a prophet with lesser authority.
The statement might have given the impression that he was speaking
the very words of God while in fact he was not. Since we know very
lictle else about Agabus, it would be precarious to conclude that such
a misunderstanding of his role would have been impossible. And Luke
does seem almost to point out the mistakes in his prophecy. In this case
his prophecy would be like those in 1 Corinthians.

The problem with this solution is that it is hard to imagine that
Agabus would have been active in the Jerusalem church for mowﬁm_
years, in the presence of several of the apostles, and still have a misun-
prophetic gift, and of the clear difference between his
prophesying and the absolutely authoritative words of the apostles.

After considering these three solutions I tend to think the second
one is most likely and has the least difficulties. Others, however, may
find one of the other two more persuasive. [n any case, this passage is
one of the more difficult to classify in one category or the other.

derstanding of his

EviDENCE FROM OTHER NeEw TESTAMENT BoOOKS
Matthew ro:19-20

In this passage Jesus says:

When they deliver you up, do not be anxious how you are to speak

or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to
you in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your

Father speaking through you (Matt. 10:19-20, RSV).

If this passage is understood to refer to New Testament prophecy, then
it clearly belongs in the category of prophecy which is thought to have
a divine authority of actual words. Verse 20 (“for it is not you who
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you”) makes this




