
Shema: a closer look at the greatest commandment 
Teach Them Diligently 

Love is an act of the will, accompanied by emotion, that leads to action on behalf of its object • Voddie Baucham, Family Driven Faith 

Key Passage: Deuteronomy 6:1-25 

Tenants of Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 
1. A God exists who created and ordered the world and watches over human life on earth. 
2. God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible and by most world religions. 
3. The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself. 
4. God does not need to be particularly involved in one's life except when God is needed to resolve a problem. 
5. Good people go to heaven when they die. 

The Words of God are given in order to transform our lives. 
v. 6 

Those who are transformed live for God and not for the gods of the age. 
vv.10-15 
Romans 12:1-2, Philippians 3:8, John 15:18-19 
 
 
 

“In short, the National study of youth and religion provides a window on how well American young people have learned a 
well-intentioned but ultimately banal version of Christiany offered up in American churches. Most youth seem to accept this 
bland view of faith as all there is -- nice to have, like a bank account, something you want before you go to college in case 
you need to draw from it  sometime. What we have not told them is that this account of Christianity is bankrupt. We have 
not invested in their accounts: we “teach” young people baseball, but we “expose” them to faith. We provide coaching and 
opportunities for youth to develop and improve their pitches and their SAT scores, but we blithely assume that religious 
identity will happen by osmosis, emerging “when youth are ready” (a confidence we generally lack when it comes to, say, 
algebra).  We simply have not given teenagers the soul-strength necessary to recognize, wrestle, and resist the symbiotes 
in our midst - probably because we lack this soul-strength ourselves. 
― Kenda Creasy Dean, “Almost Christian : What the Faith of Our Teenagers is Telling the American Church”

Those who are transformed are to be prepared to give a reason for the hope that is within them. 
v. 18-19, 1 Peter 3:15 

Our obedience to God is for our good and for the good of the generations to come.  vv. 20-25 
___________________________________ 
Questions for Discussion   
(Published weekly on the JICC mobile app): 
Where do you see the tenants of Moralistic Therapeutic Deism playing out in society and within the church?  How do you see 
the command to parents in Deuteronomy 6 cultivating a different child?  What is your role in raising up the next generation?  
In what ways was God challenging you through the passage and message today? (see following 3DQ questions) 

3DQ - 3 Discipleship questions to ask each other:  What is God saying to you?  What are you going to do about it?  How 
can I help? 

Links for the following are on the JICC app under weekly guide: 
Discipleship Tools for parents: • Jesus Storybook Bible • Seeds Worship - Courage  (contains song for JICS yearly theme Jeremiah 33:3) 

Article:  Why Hollywood Praised Elliot Page (And Blacklists Me) 

https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Storybook-Bible-Every-Whispers/dp/0310708257/ref=sr_1_1?crid=S5JLXI5CKUF5&dchild=1&keywords=jesus+storybook+bible&qid=1630005874&sprefix=Jesus+storyboo,aps,209&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Seeds-Family-Worship-Power-Encouragement/dp/B001MIFVIK/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=seeds+worship&qid=1630005902&sr=8-2
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/hollywood-elliot-page-me/
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/9986317

