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SUMMER SONG CELEBRATION   
In the Garden, & Let there Be Peace on Earth, Pam Reichert’s favorites.   
(Please see insert page)  
 
CONFESSION OF SINS  
Please stand. (All may make the sign of the cross)  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for reflection 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  Gather Us In (ELW 532) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (UMH 99) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring 
us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that 
we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

Please be seated 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
A reading from 1 Kings. 
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask 
what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast 
love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And 
now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your 
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so 
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, 
for who can govern this great people of yours?” 
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because 
you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of 
your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I 
now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one 
like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136 Spoken Responsively 
 129 Your de- | crees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with | all my heart. 
 130 When your word is opened | it gives light; 
  it gives understanding | to the simple. 
 131 I open my | mouth and pant 
  because I long for | your commandments. 
 132 Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me, 
  as you always do to those who | love your name. R 
 133 Order my footsteps | in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion | over me. 
 134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me, 
  and I will keep | your commandments. 
 135 Let your face shine up- | on your servant 
  and teach | me your statutes. 
 136 My eyes shed | streams of tears, 
  because people do not | keep your teaching. R 
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 
A reading from Romans. 
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who 
searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God. 
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those 
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not 
with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, 
who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 
35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,  
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13: 44-52 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into 
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like 
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is 
old.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
SERMON          REV. LARRY CLOSTER  
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Please stand 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us pray for the church, the nations, and all of 
creation. 
A brief silence. 
God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those 
preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to 
lead your disciples in any way. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among 
us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from 
ranches to wild places. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with 
compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be 
separated. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition 
of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. We pray 
especially for Shirley, Louise, Paul, Hadley, Nikki, Jeff, Adam, Phyllis, Anthony, Dan, 
Sandra, and Bonnie (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, 
annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of 
creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated 
OFFERING  Face to Face  Breck, Tullar  Bruce Everly, Tenor 

 Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that 
we are and have in our lives.  The offering today will provide support for 
the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by 

mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of 
time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, 
hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
Please stand 
OFFERING PRESENTATION  (ELW 182)   
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 
blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in 
need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
For those communing at home, have your package ready to open. The pastor will acknowledge your 
presence and request that you consume the elements at this time. 
 
Please be seated 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
For those who prefer not to partake of the wine there are cups filled with grape juice in the center of 
the communion tray. 
 
COMMUNION SONG  
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SONGS DURING COMMUNION  Seek Ye First (WOV 783) 
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus (ELW 742) 
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Please stand 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us 
at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us 
forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and 
evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand 
BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul) (ELW 785) 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Now Thank We All Our God  G.Lachenauer (b.1933) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship live streaming Sundays @ 9:30AM, scan code (leŌ) or link: 
hƩps://trinityevangelicall-8vs9.subspla.sh/hphnbh5 
Services will also stream on the churches Facebook Live: 
hƩps://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 

and on the churches YouTube page: 
hƩps://www.youtube.com/@trinitylutheranchurchsteph7103/videos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Ministers of Service: 
 Officiant: The Reverend Larry Closter 
 Organist & Music Director: Ricky Gearhart 
 This Service: Greeters: Jamie Wright. Lessons & Prayers Reader: Kathleen 

Carroll. Communion Assistant: Susan Scheulen.  Acolyte: Joey PaƩerson.  
 Next Service; Greeters: Laurie Closter. Lessons & Prayers Reader: Jamie 

Wright. Communion Assistant: Barry Hockenberry.  Acolyte: Wayne Wright 
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Attendance and General Offering 
DATE               IN PERSON  ZOOM FACEBOOK OFFERING 

6/28/2026 42 0 7 $2,729 
7/05/2026 45 2 7 $9,554 
7/12/2026 48 1 7 $3469 
7/19/2026 45 - - $1865 
WEEKLY OPERATIONAL COSTS $ 4,649.00 
 

Council Corner –  
Thank you to everyone who stayed after worship 
for our Congregational Council Cross-Ministry 
Check-In. Your positive feedback, thoughtful ideas, 
and meaningful conversation were truly 
encouraging and appreciated.  
Meeting notes from the discussion will be available 
soon for everyone to review.  
Next Steps: Following the next Congregational 
Council meeting, an action plan will be shared with 
the congregation as we continue moving forward 
together in our shared ministry. 

PASTA WITH A PURPOSE 
A Summer Food Drive 
June 1 – September 6 
During the summer months, many children lose 
access to school meal programs, and local food 
pantries often face increased demand. Help support 
our neighbors in need by participating in our Pasta 
with a Purpose Summer Food Drive. 
Please bring pasta-related food items to church 
anytime between June 1 and September 6. 
Donations will be delivered to our local food pantry 
as part of a Virginia Synod Hunger Task Force 
initiative. 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Welcome, scan the QR code—we’d love to connect with you. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THIS WEEK AT TRINITY Here's what’s happening… 

 
 Monday, July 27 

 
 

 Tuesday, July 28 
 Wednesday, July 29 

– No Youth Bible Study  
– Community Meal- Summer Cookout @ 
5:30 PM: Menu; Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, 
Assorted Salads, Desserts. 

 Thursday, July 30 
 Friday, July 31 

– No Bible Study  
– CMSP Music private lesson @ 5-6 pm 

 Saturday, August 1 
– CMSP Music together summer program 
@9- 10AM  

 Sunday, August 2 
–  Tenth Sunday After Pentecost, Worship @ 
9:30 AM,  Fellowship, Chime Choir 
rehearsal, No Bible Study after this service.  

In The Know  
 



21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ONGOING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
뗎뗙뗏뗐뗑뗒뗓뗔뗕뗖뗗뗘뗚 Sunday Servants  
We’d love your help in 
making each Sunday 
special. Whether you’d 
like to greet, read, assist 
with Communion, or take 
part in special services—
there’s a place for you! 
Reach out to Christine 
Cornwell or sign up 
through SignUpGenius in 
the newsletter. 

 
뜱뜲뜳뜴뜵뜶띃뜷뜸뜹뜺뜻뜼뜽뜾뜿띀띁띂띄Prayer Team Table 
Located just inside the 
sanctuary entrance. 
Submit a card with your 
prayer request or contact 
Laurie Closter 540-840-
8401, to add a name to 
the Prayers of 
Intercession. Or simply 
scan and submit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
謑謒謓謔謕謖謗謘謙Hospital Visitation 
Pastor Closter is 
registered with Valley 
Health for hospital visits. 
Due to HIPAA laws, the 
hospital cannot notify us 
when someone is 
admitted. 
To request a visit, contact 
the church office at 540-
869-4019, or after hours, 
call Pastor Closter at 540-
848-5325. You may also 
reach out to Pastor 
Closter or Martha Cooley. 

 
 

Community 
Meal 
Ministry in 
Action 

As we prepare for 
our next 
Community Meal, 
we celebrate the 
impact of your 
generosity.  
Trinity recently 
received a thank-
you from ELCA 
World Hunger for 
our gift of 
$342.47, helping 
provide food, 
clean water, 
education, and 
hope to people in 
need.  
Thank you for 
helping us 
share God's 
love—one meal 
at a time. 
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