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SUMMER SONG CELEBRATION  
ELW 556  Morning Has Broken, Hilda Painter’s favorite. 
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WOV 767  , Christine Cornwell’s favorite. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS  
Please stand. (All may make the sign of the cross)  

In First John the Bible tells us that, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Let us confess our sin before God and before one another. 
Silence for reflection 
Merciful God, 
we’ve tried to hide the wrong we’ve done from you. 
We have lived for ourselves and turned from our neighbors. 
      At times we refuse to bear or even to hear the troubles of others, 
      ignore the pain of the world and passed by the lonely, hungry, poor, and 
oppressed folks. 
Forgive us for this sin. 
      Free us from selfishness, 
      and guide us to choose your will and follow in your way. 
Amen. 
Almighty God who in Jesus Christ has invited us into a kingdom that cannot be 
destroyed, forgive us our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do 
God’s will and give us the joy of his kingdom through ☩Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG   I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me (ELW 860) 1st verse men, 2nd women, 3rd all
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (UMH 99) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, 
that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Please be seated 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1 Thus says the LORD: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar, 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 67  spoken responsively  
 1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
 2 Let your way be known | upon earth, 
  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
 3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth. R 
 5 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 6 The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
 7 May God | give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. R 
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SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
A reading from Romans. 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 

  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so 
also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they 
also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he 
may be merciful to all. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 15:21-28 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then 
a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on 
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not 
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for 
she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He 
answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She 
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 
28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you 
wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated 
SERMON          REV. LARRY CLOSTER  
 

Please stand 
HYMN OF THE DAY   My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759)  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 
A brief silence. 
For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united 
in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to 
the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise 
stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard 
endangered species and their habitats. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast 
and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, 
congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find 
comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind 
especially for Shirley, Louise, Paul, Hadley, Nikki, Jeff, Adam, Phyllis, Anthony, Dan, 
Sandra, and Bonnie (worshippers may add names silently or aloud). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may 
recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in 
love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to 
direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are 
irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated 
OFFERING Prayer Carl Von Weber (1786-1826) 
NOISY OFFERING   The Noisy offering this week will benefit,  
Froggy's Closet 200 North Braddock Street Winchester, VA 22601 for more info visit 
https://www.frog-kids.org/ . 

 Offering is an act of worship that shows our gratitude to God for all that 
we are and have in our lives.  The offering today will provide support for 
the ministries of Trinity both locally and in the world around us.  You may 
provide your offering in person, scan the QR code adjacent or send it by 

mail.  We thank you for sharing not only your monetary gifts but also your gifts of 
time and talent to further our mission to share Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, 
hospitality, and community, doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
Please stand 
OFFERING PRESENTATION  (ELW 182)   
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, you have given us riches 
beyond measure. We give of what you have given us so others also may experience 
your blessings. We ask, Lord, that you will bless our offerings and help us to use them 
wisely in your service and for your glory. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling 
and strengthen us to run the race set before us, 
that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory. 
And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 
From age to age your creation sings your praises. 
You feed even the birds of the air, and you clothe the fields with lilies. 
You gave your blessing to Abraham and his descendants, and you spoke with Moses, 
Elijah, and David. 
Blessed are you, Lord our God: 
Blessed are you, Lord our God. 
 

You fulfilled your covenant with us in Jesus. 
He is Emmanuel, your beloved Son. 
For us he lived, for us he died, for us he rose to eternal life. 
Then and now he invites us to your banquet. 
 

On the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit here on your gathered disciples. 
Make of this meal the body and blood of forgiveness. 
Heal us and grant us your righteousness, 
that we may love you and serve our neighbors. 
Blessed are you, Lord our God: 
Blessed are you, Lord our God. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 



13 
 

BLESSING OF THE ELEMENTS (for the sick and homebound) 
Let us pray. O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the 
stranger bless these elements with your divine grace and those who leave this 
assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers who are sick or 
homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this community, and 
by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
For those communing at home, have your package ready to open. The pastor will acknowledge your 
presence and request that you consume the elements at this time. 
 
Please be seated 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
For those who prefer not to partake of the wine there are cups filled with grape juice in the center of 
the communion tray. 
 
COMMUNION SONG  
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SONGS DURING COMMUNION  O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come (ELW 610) 
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There Is a Balm in Gilead (ELW 614) 
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Please stand 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us 
with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his 
body in the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your 
earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand 
BLESSING  
Now may the God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believe in, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit may the God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  Jesus Shall Reign (ELW 434)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Jesus Shall Reign   John Hatton (1809-1886) 
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Worship live streaming Sundays @ 9:30AM, scan code (leŌ) or link: 
hƩps://trinityevangelicall-8vs9.subspla.sh/hphnbh5 

Services will also stream on the churches Facebook Live: 
hƩps://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 

and on the churches YouTube page: 
hƩps://www.youtube.com/@trinitylutheranchurchsteph7103/videos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ministers of Service: 
 Officiant: The Reverend Larry Closter 
 Organist & Music Director: Ricky Gearhart 
 This Service; Greeters: Jessica & Emily PaƩerson. Lessons & Prayers Reader: Jessica 

Patterson. Communion Assistant: Emily PaƩerson.  Acolyte: Joey PaƩerson. 
 Next Service: Greeters: Nan Righter. Lessons & Prayers Reader: Marcie Stern. 

Communion Assistant: Ken Marin.  Acolyte: Wayne Wright.  
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薋薌薍薎薏薐薓薔薕薖薑薒薗 Newtown Heritage Festival Parade — 
Trolley Sign-Up 

Trinity is excited to participate in the 
Newtown Heritage Festival Parade on 
Saturday, August 29! 

Thanks to approval from the Congregational 
Council, Trinity will be providing a trolley 
from the Visitors Center for Trinity and I Can 
2 participants to ride together in the parade. 
The trolley will arrive at Trinity at 12:45 PM, 
with parade lineup beginning at 1:00 PM. The 
parade is expected to finish around 3:00 PM, 
with everyone returning to Trinity afterward. 

Want to ride? Please sign up! 
The sign-up sheet is posted on the peg board 
next to the Community Meal sign-ups. 

궁궂궃궄궅궆궇권궈궉궊궋 Sign-up deadline: Monday, August 24 
We need a final headcount for both Trinity 
and I Can 2. 

Trolley decoration reminder: Signs may be 
attached to the trolley, but please do not use 
nails, staples, or anything that could damage 
the paint or trolley. 

Come join the fun and help Trinity show our 
community spirit at this wonderful Stephens 
City tradition! 薋薌薍薎薏薐薓薔薕薖薑薒薗 

 

  
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome, scan the QR code—we’d love to connect with you. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THIS WEEK AT TRINITY Here's what’s happening… 

 Monday, August 17 
 Tuesday, August 18  
 Wednesday, August 19 
 Thursday, August 20 
 Friday, August 21 
– Bible study and discussion of the book of 
Revelation @ 10 AM 
– CMSP Music private lesson @ 5-6 pm 
 Saturday, August 22 
– CMSP Music together summer program 
@9- 10AM  
 Sunday, August 23 
– Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost | 
Worship @ 9:30 AM,  Fellowship, Chime 
Choir rehearsal, Bible Study after this service.  

 
 

Attendance and General Offering 
DATE               IN PERSON  ZOOM FACEBOOK OFFERING 

7/19/2026 | 45 | - - $1865 
7/26/2026 | 45 | New streaming 18 | $2,033 
8/02/2026 | 45 | 13 | $ 4,746.27 
8/09/2026 | 46 | 11 | $4,889 
WEEKLY OPERATIONAL COSTS $ 4,649.00 
 

In The Know  
 



20 
 

A Special Thank You from ICan2 
A heartfelt thank you from everyone at ICan2 to the Trinity family for your 
incredible generosity and support! 
We are so grateful for the recent Noisy Offering, which will help support our 
program. Your generosity is a beautiful reminder of what can happen when a 
community comes together to encourage, support, and celebrate one another. 
We also want to extend a very special thank you to the anonymous donor who 
stopped by the church office this week and left a card and generous gift 
following the Senior Connections Lunch. 
Although we may not know your name, please know that your kindness was 
noticed and deeply appreciated. Your gift is another wonderful example of the 
love and generosity that make our community so special. 
Thank you, Trinity, for believing in ICan2, supporting our participants, and 
helping us continue to create opportunities where everyone can belong, 
participate, and shine. 
With grateful hearts, 
The ICan2 Family 곒곓곔곕 

                               The Noisy offering this week will benefit, Froggy's Closet 
200 North    Braddock Street Winchester, VA 22601 for more info visit 
     https://www.frog-kids.org/ . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONGOING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
뗎뗙뗏뗐뗑뗒뗓뗔뗕뗖뗗뗘뗚 Sunday Servants  
We’d love your help in 
making each Sunday 
special. Whether you’d 
like to greet, read, assist 
with Communion, or take 
part in special services, 
there’s a place for you! 
Reach out to Christine 
Cornwell or sign up 
through SignUpGenius in 
the newsletter. 

 
뜱뜲뜳뜴뜵뜶띃뜷뜸뜹뜺뜻뜼뜽뜾뜿띀띁띂띄Prayer Team Table 
Located just inside the 
sanctuary entrance. 
Submit a card with your 
prayer request or contact 
Laurie Closter 540-840-
8401, to add a name to 
the Prayers of 
Intercession. Or simply 
scan and submit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
謑謒謓謔謕謖謗謘謙Hospital Visitation 
Pastor Closter is 
registered with Valley 
Health for hospital visits. 
Due to HIPAA laws, the 
hospital cannot notify us 
when someone is 
admitted. 
To request a visit, contact 
the church office at 540-
869-4019, or after hours, 
call Pastor Closter at 540-
848-5325. You may also 
reach out to Pastor 
Closter or Martha Cooley. 
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