DISCIPLE’S QUEST

If you continue in My word, then you are

truly disciples of Mine.
John 8:31

January 28, 2024
1 Thessalonians 5:1-3
The Day of the Lord Part 1

Main Idea:

The result of the Rapture will be the resurrection of believers who have died and
the catching up of living believers to heaven to be with the Lord. The Rapture is rightly
viewed as an "imminent" event - one that may occur at any moment. The Rapture will
inaugurate the eschatological Day of the Lord, broadly understood as the season of
judgment that includes the Tribulation, the Second Coming and the Millennium. God's
purposes for the Day of the Lord include not only the pouring out of His wrath on the
unrepentant, but also the salvation of many, including the salvation of the nation of Israel,
according to His promise, and Christ's righteous reign over the earth.

The focus of 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 in particular, is on the strikingly different futures
of believers in Jesus and unbelievers in the aftermath of the Rapture and the Day of the
Lord. Rightly understood, the entire section (4:13-5:11) will encourage believers to rest in

their salvation in Christ, which has completely transformed death for them. The
unbelieving will be confronted with the reality of their urgent need for salvation.

Outline:
Three observations about how the Day of the Lord will impact unbelievers left behind after
the Rapture

1) For the unbelieving, the Day of the Lord will arrive UNEXPECTEDLY

2) For the unbelieving, the Day of the Lord will arrive IRREVERSIBLY

3) The unbelieving will find the Day of the Lord INESCAPABLE



Questions for further contemplation and application after the message:

#1 What is meant when the Rapture is described as an "imminent" event?

#2 Since the Rapture inaugurates the Day of the Lord, it is right to view both events
as imminent. What are the life implications now? First, how should believers live in
light of the fact that Jesus may return for them at any moment?

Second, how should unbelievers respond to the gospel once made aware of the
ever-nearing arrival of the Day of the Lord?
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