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Week 3 - The Dream of Protection & Purpose
|

RECAP: What if God still speaks hope into broken places? What if the dream you buried wasn't dead—just
waiting? Explore how God speaks through dreams and visions to awaken hope, restore what's been lost,
and invite His people to build a better future together.

MAIN POINTS

e Following Jesus makes life better, not easier. God's dream for Joseph did not remove the complexity of his
situation; it gave him courage inside the complexity. When God invites us into His plans, He does not offer a
minor convenience—He offers a costly invitation that may challenge our reputation, comfort, and control.

e Obedience must precede clarity. Joseph did not wait for a five-year plan or a downloadable PDF with all of his
questions answered. He simply heard God's word, trusted, and took the next faithful step. Often, we are waiting
for perfect clarity, but God is asking for immediate obedience.

e Small acts of obedience carry eternal significance. Joseph probably thought he was just trying to protect his
family and a child who was not biologically his. In reality, his small, quiet choice to say "yes" to God made space
for the Savior and played a vital role in the redemption of the entire world.

GETTING STARTED
e Think about a time when your life threw you a major "curveball"—a sudden disruption in your plans,
relationships, health, or career. What was your immediate reaction? Did you find yourself trying to "figure a way
out" on your own, or were you open to what God might be doing in the disruption?

SCRIPTURE
e Psalm 20:7: 126:1-3; Matthew 1:18-25: 2:13-23

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

e |n Matthew 1, Joseph discovered Mary was pregnant and had it in mind to divorce her quietly. Why is it our
natural instinct to want to quietly "figure a way out" of pressure, shame, and uncertainty on our own, and how
can this hinder us from hearing God's actual invitation to us?

e The angel commanded Joseph, "Do not be afraid." Why does step-conceived, God-given opportunity often feel
terrifying and disruptive rather than peaceful and convenient? How can we find courage inside our current
complex circumstances rather than waiting for them to go away?

e Joseph's obedience was active: he woke up, married Mary, fled to Egypt, and eventually withdrew to
Galilee—always taking the next step without knowing the rest of the map. What is the practical difference
between waiting for clarity and taking the "next obedient step"? What is the next faithful step God is asking you
to take?

APPLICATION

e |dentify what God has placed in your hands to protect. Whether it is a marriage, a child, a calling, a friendship, or
a step of faith, what precious thing has God entrusted to you? Commit this week to protecting it, even if it
requires sacrificing your own comfort or preferences.

e Surrender your need to figure everything out. If you are currently in a season of trying to figure a way out of a
future you did not plan, take time to pray this prayer of surrender: "Heavenly Father, into Your hands | commit my
life. Today | choose to trust You. Change my heart and help me take my next step of obedience."

e Find your next step on the generosity journey. Generosity is about trust, not pressure. Whether your next step is
to Trust (to begin giving), Train (to become consistent), Tithe (to put God first with 10%), or Trailblaze (to give
sacrificially), ask God: "What are You asking me to trust You with?"


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2020%3A7%3B%20126%3A1-3%3B%20Matthew%201%3A18-25%3B%202%3A13-23&version=NLT;NIV;MSG;ESV

