


Now when [Jesus] heard that John [the Baptist] had been 
arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he 
went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali…

Matthew 4:12-13 Esv





While walking by the Sea of Galilee, [Jesus] saw two brothers, 
Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

Matthew 4:18-19 Esv



• In a few humble fishermen, Jesus saw the leadership his 
Church would need to grow throughout the world. 



Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were 
astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.

Acts 4:13 Esv



• In a few humble fishermen, Jesus saw the leadership his 
Church would need to grow throughout the world. 



“Behold, I am sending for many fishers, declares the LORD, 
and they shall catch them. And afterward I will send for many 
hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain and 
every hill, and out of the clefts of the rocks.”

Jeremiah 16:16 Esv



• In a few humble fishermen, Jesus saw the leadership his 
Church would need to grow throughout the world. 



And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers 
of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him.

Matthew 4:19-20 Esv



• In a few humble fishermen, Jesus saw the leadership his 
Church would need to grow throughout the world. 



• In a few humble fishermen, Jesus saw the leadership his 
Church would need to grow throughout the world. 

• They were prepared to act immediately when there was an 
opportunity to make a catch. 





Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the 
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, 
“Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 
He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, 
and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not 
able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. That disciple 
whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his 
outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw 
himself into the sea.

John 21:4-7 Esv



• In a few humble fishermen, Jesus saw the leadership his 
Church would need to grow throughout the world. 

• They were prepared to act immediately when there was an 
opportunity to make a catch. 



But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared 
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 
respect…

1 Peter 3:15 Niv



Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 
making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.

Ephesians 5:15 Niv
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• In a few humble fishermen, Jesus saw the leadership his 
Church would need to grow throughout the world. 

• They were prepared to act immediately when there was an 
opportunity to make a catch. 

• They didn’t simply wait for the fish to come to them, but 
used their skills to go to the fish. 





Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they 
worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:16-20 Esv



• In a few humble fishermen, Jesus saw the leadership his 
Church would need to grow throughout the world. 

• They were prepared to act immediately when there was an 
opportunity to make a catch. 

• They didn’t simply wait for the fish to come to them, but 
used their skills to go to the fish. 



And going on from there [Jesus] saw two other brothers, James 
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 
Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Matthew 4:21-22 Esv
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• In a few humble fishermen, Jesus saw the leadership his 
Church would need to grow throughout the world. 

• They were prepared to act immediately when there was an 
opportunity to make a catch. 

• They didn’t simply wait for the fish to come to them, but 
used their skills to go to the fish. 

• They relied on one another—coordinating their efforts for 
a greater catch and easing the load by sharing the burden. 



And when [Jesus] had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 
“Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 
And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took 
nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” And when 
they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and 
their nets were breaking. They signaled to their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled 
both the boats, so that they began to sink.

Luke 5:4-7 Esv



Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 
- Galatians 6:2 ESV 

And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the 
fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all. 

- 1 Thessalonians 5:14 ESV 

He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part 
does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that 
the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. 

- Ephesians 4:16 NLT
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• In a few humble fishermen, Jesus saw the leadership his 
Church would need to grow throughout the world. 

• They were prepared to act immediately when there was an 
opportunity to make a catch. 

• They didn’t simply wait for the fish to come to them, but 
used their skills to go to the fish. 

• They relied on one another—coordinating their efforts for 
a greater catch and easing the load by sharing the burden. 

• In Jesus, those fishermen saw a rabbi who would lead them to 
places they never dreamed… and they followed.



That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and 
have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— the 
life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it 
and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 
and was made manifest to us— that which we have seen and 
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these 
things so that our joy may be complete.

1 John 1:1-4 Esv



See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should 
be called children of God; and so we are.

1 John 3:1a Esv
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