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Izmir, Turkey



– Aelius Aristides

“All the way down to the shore it is resplendent 
with gymnasia, agoras, theaters, sacred 
precincts and harbors, beautiful works of nature 
vying with those wrought by man… and there is 
nothing which does not serve both for ornament 
and for use.”





“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The words of the 
first and the last, who died and came to life.  

 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. 
Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that 
you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be 
faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The 
one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.”

ESV

“I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and 
the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but 
are a synagogue of Satan.

Revelation 2:8-11



Revelation 2:9 ESV

“I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and 
the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but 
are a synagogue of Satan.”



• The riches and honors of this world pale in comparison 
to all that we have in Christ. 
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And [Jesus] said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against 
all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
his possessions.”

Luke 12:15 ESV



“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Matthew 6:19-20 ESV



• The riches and honors of this world pale in comparison 
to all that we have in Christ. 
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• The riches and honors of this world pale in comparison 
to all that we have in Christ. 

• Whatever hardship we must endure, Jesus calls us and 
empowers us to face it fearlessly. 
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“Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about 
to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for 
ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life.”

Revelation 2:10 ESV



“Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about 
to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for 
ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life.”

Revelation 2:10a ESV



• The riches and honors of this world pale in comparison 
to all that we have in Christ. 

• Whatever hardship we must endure, Jesus calls us and 
empowers us to face it fearlessly. 
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Fear not, for I am with you;  

 be not dismayed, for I am your God;  

I will strengthen you, I will help you,  

 I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10 ESV



• The riches and honors of this world pale in comparison 
to all that we have in Christ. 

• Whatever hardship we must endure, Jesus calls us and 
empowers us to face it fearlessly. 
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“Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about 
to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for 
ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life.”

Revelation 2:10a ESV



“Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about 
to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for 
ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life.”

Revelation 2:10b ESV



“Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about 
to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for 
ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life.”

Revelation 2:10c ESV



• The riches and honors of this world pale in comparison 
to all that we have in Christ. 

• Whatever hardship we must endure, Jesus calls us and 
empowers us to face it fearlessly. 
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• The riches and honors of this world pale in comparison 
to all that we have in Christ. 

• Whatever hardship we must endure, Jesus calls us and 
empowers us to face it fearlessly. 

• When we listen to God’s Word and choose to rely on his 
strength, we can replace fear with faith. 
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Polycarp

69–156 AD

of Smyrna



Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed 
ahead and be honored, as happened among you, and that we may 
be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. But 
the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the 
evil one.

2 Thessalonians 3:1-3 ESV



• The riches and honors of this world pale in comparison 
to all that we have in Christ. 

• Whatever hardship we must endure, Jesus calls us and 
empowers us to face it fearlessly. 

• When we listen to God’s Word and choose to rely on his 
strength, we can replace fear with faith. 
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“Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.”

Revelation 2:10c-11 ESV



Cybele
Mother goddess &

guardian of Smyrna



• The riches and honors of this world pale in comparison 
to all that we have in Christ. 

• Whatever hardship we must endure, Jesus calls us and 
empowers us to face it fearlessly. 

• When we listen to God’s Word and choose to rely on his 
strength, we can replace fear with faith. 
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• The riches and honors of this world pale in comparison 
to all that we have in Christ. 

• Whatever hardship we must endure, Jesus calls us and 
empowers us to face it fearlessly. 

• When we listen to God’s Word and choose to rely on his 
strength, we can replace fear with faith. 

• All this world can offer any of us at the end of our race 
is death, but in Christ we receive the crown of life.
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Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 
receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every athlete 
exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a 
perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.

1 Corinthians 9:24-25 ESV



– C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

“If I find in myself desires which nothing in this 
world can satisfy, the only logical explanation is 
that I was made for another world.”



• The riches and honors of this world pale in comparison 
to all that we have in Christ. 

• Whatever hardship we must endure, Jesus calls us and 
empowers us to face it fearlessly. 

• When we listen to God’s Word and choose to rely on his 
strength, we can replace fear with faith. 

• All this world can offer any of us at the end of our race 
is death, but in Christ we receive the crown of life.
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Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he 
who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.

1 John 4:4 ESV
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