


And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away 
from there, and coming to his hometown he taught them in 
their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, 
“Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty 
works? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother 
called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph 
and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? 
Where then did this man get all these things?”

Matthew 13:53-56 Esv



And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away 
from there, and coming to his hometown he taught them in 
their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, 
“Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty 
works? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother 
called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph 
and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? 
Where then did this man get all these things?”

Matthew 13:53-56 Esv





Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found 
him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said 
to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.”

John 1:45-46 Esv



• Ordinary people are powerful tools in the hands of God to 
accomplish extraordinary things.




Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were 
wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy when God 
called you. Instead, God chose things the world considers 
foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. 
And he chose things that are powerless to shame those who 
are powerful. God chose things despised by the world, 
things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to 
nothing what the world considers important. As a result, 
no one can ever boast in the presence of God.

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 Nlt
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Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.

Romans 12:2 Esv



For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the 
power to do what pleases him.

Philippians 2:13 Nlt



• Ordinary people are powerful tools in the hands of God to 
accomplish extraordinary things.


• God’s servants seek to align their wills with God’s will…




Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.

Matthew 1:18-19 Esv
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My soul yearns for you in the night; 

	 my spirit within me earnestly seeks you. 

For when your judgments are in the earth, 

	 the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.

Isaiah 26:9 Esv
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He has told you, O man, what is good; 

	 and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

	 and to walk humbly with your God?

Micah 6:8 Esv
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But as [Joseph] considered these things, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

	 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
	 	 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

Matthew 1:20-25 Esv



(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 
took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus.

Matthew 1:20-25 Esv
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I listen carefully to what God the LORD is saying, 

	 for he speaks peace to his faithful people. 

	 But let them not return to their foolish ways.

Psalm 85:8 Nlt
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Now when [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the 
child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.”

Matthew 2:13-15 Esv



• Ordinary people are powerful tools in the hands of God to 
accomplish extraordinary things.


• God’s servants seek to align their wills with God’s will…

• We long for God’s justice and mercy, guided by God’s love.

• We listen for God’s guidance when the path is unclear.




• Ordinary people are powerful tools in the hands of God to 
accomplish extraordinary things.


• God’s servants seek to align their wills with God’s will…

• We long for God’s justice and mercy, guided by God’s love.

• We listen for God’s guidance when the path is unclear.

• We respond faithfully as God’s direction is revealed.




For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. 
And his commandments are not burdensome. For everyone 
who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is 
the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.

1 John 5:3-4 Esv
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But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and 
his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought 
the child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the child and 
his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard 
that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and lived in 
a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets 
might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.

Matthew 2:19-23 Esv
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• When we are receptive to God’s leadership, even small acts of 
faith have an enormous impact for God’s kingdom.



“For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of 
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from 
here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be 
impossible for you.”

Matthew 17:20 Esv
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Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they 
were astonished. And they recognized that they had been 
with Jesus.

Acts 4:13 Esv




