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“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The words of him 
who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the 
seven golden lampstands. 

“I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and 
how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested 
those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to 
be false. I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my 
name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. But I have this 
against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.

Revelation 2:1-7 ESV



Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do 
the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove 
your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. Yet this you 
have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which 
is in the paradise of God.”

Revelation 2:1-7 ESV
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“As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right 
hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the 
angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the 
seven churches.”

Revelation 1:20 ESV



• Jesus—the glorified all-powerful King over all things—is 
present, active, and concerned with his Church. 
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“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 
among them.”

Matthew 18:20 ESV
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Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 
that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving 
side by side for the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in 
anything by your opponents.

Philippians 1:27-28a ESV
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Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and 
pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the 
world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the 
will of God abides forever.

1 John 2:15-17 ESV
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• Jesus’ encouragement to Ephesus shows what he values: 
• Commitment to hard work & patient endurance. 
• Standing firm for Truth despite cultural pressures. 

2 :  N O T  W I T H O U T  L O V E



“But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you 
had at first. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.”

Revelation 2:4-5 ESV



• Jesus—the glorified all-powerful King over all things—is 
present, active, and concerned with his Church. 

• Jesus’ encouragement to Ephesus shows what he values: 
• Commitment to hard work & patient endurance. 
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• Jesus—the glorified all-powerful King over all things—is 
present, active, and concerned with his Church. 
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• But without godly love their meaning is diminished… 
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If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be 
burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 ESV
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• But without godly love their meaning is diminished… 
and we become something other than the Church. 
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For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks 
for you, remembering you in my prayers.

Ephesians 1:15-16 ESV
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• Jesus—the glorified all-powerful King over all things—is 
present, active, and concerned with his Church. 

• Jesus’ encouragement to Ephesus shows what he values: 
• Commitment to hard work & patient endurance. 
• Standing firm for Truth despite cultural pressures. 

• But without godly love their meaning is diminished… 
and we become something other than the Church. 

• When we practice true love, the result is true life.
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“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of 
life, which is in the paradise of God.”

Revelation 2:7 ESV
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For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth is named, that according to 
the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God.

Ephesians 3:14-19 ESV
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