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Seek Me that You May Live 
A Sermon on Amos 5:1-17 

 

by 

 

Grayson Stewart Gilbert 

 

 

1. Introduction 

2. God Laments the Death of His Bride (5:1-3) 

a. The prophet takes up a song of mourning over the death of Israel (5:1-2). 

i. God calls Israel to hear the song being sung at their own funeral. 

1. Notice He speaks of this in the present tense: 

a. Amos is taking up this song of mourning currently—and notice 

who it is for.  

b. Then in v. 2, Amos reveals what that song is: “She has fallen, she 

will not rise again—the virgin Israel. She lies unnoticed on her 

land; there is no one to raise her up.” 

2. The picture being painted here is incredibly shocking and graphic 

because He is, in essence, telling them to look upon their own corpse. 

a. Israel is depicted as a virgin in her prime whose life is tragically 

cut short.  

b. Yet more than this, she is utterly forsaken and will not be 

restored.  

ii. The interesting thing is that the nation would be hearing these words as they 

were at the height of their power, influence, and wealth. 

1. Despite all the appearance of life though, the nation was dead.  

a. Amos doesn’t tell them this because he has a flair for hyperbole; 

he means it literally. 

b. This means God’s judgment has already been rendered in 

heaven and they are simply waiting for the effects of that 

judgment to play out in time and space. 

2. This is important simply because the world around you, as it currently 

stands, is very much dead.  
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a. That has been the decree since Adam and Eve took fruit from 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and ate it.  

b. As bleak as this message may seem, God’s wrath is never 

divorced from His love.  

b. We see that God genuinely laments over the condition of His bride, Israel.  

i. We tend to see God’s wrath as a completely judicial response devoid of any 

emotion—but this is not how God is depicted here 

1. We tend to envision God as dispassionately destroying sinners from His 

throne—yet Scripture tells us a contrary story to this.  

2. Scripture shows us that God is grieved, that God genuinely mourns, 

when He must pour out His wrath.   

a. We know this from a myriad of passages, like 2 Pet. 3:9.  

b. We likewise see this in passages like Ezekiel 33:11.  

ii. Yet at the same time, we see passages like Deut. 28:63.  

1. Moses tells Israel that God will delight over destroying a rebellious Israel 

and removing them from the Promised Land. 

2. So how do we reconcile this? We must look things from two different, 

yet complementary viewpoints: 

a. In the micro view, or the narrow view, God shows grief. He is 

genuinely sorrowful when wickedness is on full display and even 

when the wicked must come to face judgment.  

b. In the macro view, or the wide-angle view, God shows delight. 

He not only sees the full picture, but has ordained the rich 

tapestry of events that takes place from eternity past to eternity 

future, and all of these things culminate in the person and work 

of Jesus Christ.  

c. The prophet speaks of both the destruction to come, yet a remnant to be spared (5:3). 

i. Notice first that the Lord describes the downfall of the nation of Israel. 

1. The prophet is expounding upon his previous statements in vv. 1-2.  

a. A city will send forth a 1,000 warriors, but only 100 will remain.  

b. Likewise, a city that sends out 100 warriors for battle will only 

see ten return. 
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2. In both cases, Amos is not suggesting they will simply lose a military 

battle and be able to regroup. 

a. He is telling them that their armies will be devastated, or 

perhaps a better way to put it: they will be slaughtered.  

b. As a result, the only available outcome to the Northern 

Kingdom is to fall.  

ii. Yet still, God promises to preserve a remnant out of the nation who will be 

saved.  

1. Despite the overwhelming judgment to befall the Northern Kingdom, 

God still mercifully provides the people with the hope of God’s unfailing, 

covenant love. 

2. Yet this remnant cannot be made from the whole nation. 

a. That much should be clear, as a remnant of something implies 

that only a small portion will remain.  

b. God demonstrates His love through establishing a remnant, 

though that remnant can only be established through wrath. 

3. God Calls Israel to Repentance and Life (5:4-15) 

a. God commands they seek Him rather than through idolatrous worship (5:4-5). 

i. In v. 4 God tells them the only way they can be counted among the remnant to 

be saved from destruction: they must seek God Himself.  

1. There is a twofold command given to them in v. 4. 

a. They must seek God and they must live. 

b. God is ultimately calling them back to covenant faithfulness. In 

other words, He is calling them to repentance. 

ii. God commands them to forsake the popular landmarks in Israel because they 

have become a haven for idolatry (v. 5).  

1. These locations were all places where important historical events took 

place for Israel—but God promised to destroy them. 

a. At Bethel, Jacob dreams of a ladder stretching from earth to 

heaven. This is where the Lord revealed Himself to him and 

reiterated the promise to Abraham. 
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b. Gilgal was a memorial to the Lord for His faithfulness to deliver 

the Promised Land to them.  

c. Beersheba is also the place where God reiterated the covenant 

promises to Isaac.  

d. At each location an altar was built to worship the Lord for His 

promises and faithfulness to Israel—yet they turned these 

locations into places for idolatrous worship. 

2. What’s more than this is that these locations became a substitute for 

seeking God Himself. 

a. We see this most clearly in their actions. They loved to bring 

sacrifices and offerings, yet their hearts were far from the Lord.  

b. Thus, the command to them is not to come to these places of 

false worship, because they will ultimately be destroyed with 

them if they do.  

b. God commands they seek Him rather than be consumed in fiery judgment (5:6-13). 

i. The prophet again commands them to seek the Lord so they may live (vv. 6-7). 

1. These double commands are seen in light of God’s sure judgment upon 

Israel. 

a. The natural consequence to their disobedience is an outpouring 

of God’s wrath, which is shown to be a consuming fire. 

b. While it may not be the best motivation: a fear of eternal 

punishment is nonetheless an acceptable motive for repentance 

and faith.  

2. As we get to v. 7, we see these commands to seek God and live also has 

relational and ethical implications to it.  

a. All he is describing here is that they have perverted the way of 

true justice and righteousness. 

b. The context of this though has in mind the judicial system in 

place with Israel, which we will see shortly when we get to vv. 

10-13.  
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ii. He who made the Pleiades and Orion, and changes deep darkness into morning, 

who also darkens day into night, who calls for the waters of the sea and pours 

them out on the surface of the earth, the Lord is His name (8-9). 

1. In one sentence, the Lord testifies to His Divine right to judge, but more 

importantly, that He is the only way of salvation for the wayward 

Israelite. 

a. The name itself testifies to who God is in all His excellency. 

b. This is the name of the God who revealed Himself to Israel—He 

is the Only God who can act as Savior and Redeemer. 

2. Though the nations and now even the Israelites were attributing all of 

these things to pagan deities, God says He is responsible, and therefore, 

has therefore, has the divine right to judge.  

a. In all of this, Amos is testifying to the very fact that if God has 

the right and power to create, He has the right and power to 

destroy.  

b. This is the God they have offended; this is the God who has said 

to them: you are already dead.  

iii. Amos returns to the ethical and relational abuses of the Northern Kingdom 

against their own people.  

1. Like he said in v. 7, they have perverted justice and despised 

righteousness. 

a. He says they hate him who rebuke in the gate and the despise 

him who speaks with integrity in v. 10. 

b. Then in v. 11, we find they trample on the poor and force them 

to pay tributes of grain, yet they would not enjoy their ill-gotten 

good for very long. 

2. He then summarizes their wickedness in vv. 12-13: I know your offenses 

are many and your sins are great, you who are hostile to the righteous 

and accept bribes, and turn away the poor from justice at the gate.  

a. God is depicting this all as a continuous action, meaning that 

everything they do is characterized by this summary. 
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b. In light of all of this he says, “Therefore at such a time the 

prudent person keeps quiet, because it is an evil time.” 

c. God commands they seek good rather than evil (vv. 14-15). 

i. Here the translation is rendered more accurately, in that seeking God may in 

fact result in life. 

1. The Northern Kingdom of Israel will still be utterly destroyed—yet there 

is a possibility of individual repentance and life.  

a. He is not merely calling them to repentance and faith, but a 

repentance and faith that produces such an effect that 

goodness prevails over evil.  

b. This is a fairly straightforward statement; they must please God. 

2. Then in v. 15 we see another set of commands attached to a highly 

conditional result. 

a. They must be a people that are characterized by their love of 

God and His commandments, and their neighbor. 

b. Notice that at the end of v. 15 he says, “If you seek good—if you 

hate evil—if you love good—if you establish justice in the 

gate—then perhaps the Lord God of armies, will be gracious to 

the remnant of Joseph.” 

ii. In all of this, God is demonstrating an exceedingly great love, even in the midst 

of His promise to destroy Israel for her wickedness.  

1. God commands them to seek Him and live—and attaches that 

command to the very real potential for forgiveness and grace. 

a. This shows us that God does not want to pour out His wrath 

upon His people. 

b. Ultimately, God is saying they might be spared and considered 

part of the remnant He preserves if they repent. 

2. Yet the call is one where God says they will not have anything, but Him.  

a. All of the obstacles to genuine worship of God Himself will be 

removed.  

b. It is through this fiery judgment they shall be saved, but they 

shall have Him as their God, rather than their enemy.  
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4. Israel Laments Because God Has Visited Them in Judgment (5:16-17) 

a. Therefore, that is in light of the fact that Israel has died and fallen by the judgment of 

God, this is what the sovereign Lord of all the armies of heaven and earth says will come 

for them if they fail to seek Him and live (vv. 16-17a):  

i. “There is mourning in all the public squares, and in all the streets they say, ‘Oh 

no! Oh no!’ They also call the farmer to mourning and the professional 

mourners to mourning rites. And in all the vineyards there is mourning.” 

ii. Amos returns to lament just like we saw in the beginning, but this time, it is not 

the Lord who grieves—it is Israel. 

1. Everyone, from the greatest to the least, would be in abject terror in the 

streets on account of the judgment of God at hand.  

a. Reality as they knew it would come crashing down and they 

would feel nothing but complete dread.  

b. The Hebrew exclamation that they translate as “Oh no!” here is 

not even a word—it’s the sound of your breath escaping your 

lips as you try to form a word, but you can’t. 

2. Then he depicts a great wailing by the people over the judgment at 

hand. 

a. Professional mourners were people paid to show up at funerals 

because they really knew how to make a proper scene.  

b. When Israel fell dead in the streets, not even the professional 

mourners could do the job justice. 

b. Israel will wail because God will pass through their midst (v. 17b). 

i. The language here is reminiscent of the final plague poured out upon the 

Egyptians in Ex. 12:12. 

1. Much like God promised to pass through and strike down every 

firstborn child and animal in His judgment, He will do the same with 

Israel. 

a. God will send His angel of death to deal retribution to the whole 

of the Northern Kingdom. 

b. The scene depicted is one of complete death and destruction. 
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2. In all of it, God coming to pass through their midst is not a joyous 

celebration as it should be, but a time for grief. 

a. On the day of God’s visitation, it will be too late for repentance.  

b. Yet even here God’s love in on full display, as He commands 

them yet again to seek Him and live.  

ii. In these last two verses, we catch a small glimpse of what Hell will be like.  

1. We tend to think of Hell as the absence of God Himself—where a 

person’s everlasting agony is because they cannot be with God.   

a. The reality is that Hell is not the absence of God, but eternal 

death and estrangement from God.  

b. The difference is subtle, but it is important because it means 

that God will very much be present, but He will not be a source 

of life and comfort to them.  

2. And so you ask: what is loving about that? What is loving about sending 

people to hell, where God Himself will punish them for all eternity? 

a. For one, you have a warning.  

b. For two, everyone under the wrath of God deserves to be there.  

c. For three, God has provided you and I with the means of 

salvation that satisfies the wrath of God in full. 

5. Conclusion 

 

 

Small Group Questions: 

1.) How do you struggle to see God’s love manifested through His wrath? 

2.) What does it mean to “seek God and live”? Remember: this has both a relational and ethical 

component to it, both vertically (God) and horizontally (neighbor). 

3.) What are ways you believe it can become easy to seek the things of God as a replacement for 

seeking God Himself? 


