
Contend for the Faith 
A Sermon on Jude 1:1-4 

 
By 

Grayson Stewart Gilbert 
 
 

1. Jude (slave to Jesus Christ and brother to James; i.e. brother to Christ) is writing to those 

who are called (vv. 1-2). 

a. The “called” explicitly refers to Christians. 

i. Think of Paul’s usage in Romans: those who are called according to a 

purpose (Rom. 8:28). 

b. Those being loved by God the Father (perfect passive participle). 

i. It’s an ongoing love of the Father. 

1. Depicts a love being bestowed upon these individuals to whom he 

writes. 

2. This love is explicated in the appositive phrase: those being kept 

for Jesus Christ. 

c. Those being kept for Jesus Christ (perfect passive participle). 

i. It’s an ongoing “keeping” for Christ 

1. Depicts Christ’s own possession to be fully inherited at the 

eschaton. 

2. Undoubtedly refers to a manner of preservation of these “called” 

ones. 



d. Jude’s desire is that God would also greatly bless them in mercy, peace, and love 

(v. 2). 

i. The expression is simply a way of saying, “May God pour out these things 

in abundance on you”.  

ii. This also truly reflects the heart of a pastor. 

 

2. Jude was in the midst of writing to them on “our common salvation” yet was compelled 

to appeal to them that they contend for the faith (v.3). 

a. That “common salvation” is of course referring to their bond in the gospel of 

Christ.  

b. Jude was writing something radically different than the contents of this letter. 

i. Yet he had an irresistible compulsion to stop that work and begin this 

one. 

1. This is literally the work of the Spirit to pen revelation from God. 

ii. His compulsion is a strong plea of urgency. 

1. He has a terrible burden on his heart that they do this. 

c. His plea is that they contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the 

saints. 

i. He’s not pleading that they put forth minimal effort here, but an intense 

effort. 

1. This is also not speaking to something that is simply defensive, but 

offensive. 



ii. They are contending for the faith, that is all that is in harmony with the 

gospel of Jesus Christ, which was entrusted to the saints.  

1. It is that body of objective truth that is not subject to change. 

2. It is not simply a matter of correct doctrine, but correct practice. 

3. It touches anything and everything as it relates to truth itself.  

iii. The people of God are always in the midst of this battle. 

1. Often, the people of God are the biggest offenders of the truth. 

2. Just as you will find those contending for the truth, you will find 

those who malign it. 

3. The reason is that Satan has employed people within the church. 

 

3. His plea is due to the fact that certain people have snuck in unnoticed (v. 4). 

a. They are those who have snuck into the church. 

i. They are defectors, or traitors, to the truth. 

ii. They have employed the “Trojan horse” method. 

b. They are those whose condemnation was long marked out beforehand. 

i. They were appointed to this condemnation. 

1. The term itself in the Greek refers to being “written”, meaning it 

is sealed and settled in heaven. 

2. It is the final judgment he speaks of. 

c. They are those who turn grace into license for sin. 



i. We are given a very specific detail about why they are marked out for 

condemnation: 

1. They are ungodly persons who use grace as an excuse to practice 

complete lawlessness. 

a. “Ungodly” is the perfect word to describe everything 

about them. 

i. They do not worship or fear God. 

ii. They do not live with reference to Him. 

iii. They deny Him as Master and Lord. 

2. They pervert the grace of Christ, meaning they alter or change the 

substance of what grace is so they can practice evil. 

a. The term specifically refers to self-abandonment, meaning 

they are utterly given over to the flesh. 

3. They deny their only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

a. Their denial is twofold:  

i. it is moral and theological, meaning they are 

denying the truth in exchange for the lie in belief 

and practice. 

ii. By denying the truth, they are denying Christ.  

d. This has always been the case since the very beginning.  



i. The battle we face is not political ideology, it is not the people in our 

society who are continually tearing down anything that God has declared 

good.  

ii. It is a battle of truth, just as it was in the Garden of Eden when Satan 

tempted Eve.   

iii. We often forget this battle, and as a result, fall head-long into sin. 

iv. Because it is an ultimate battle for truth, we must side with it and 

contend for it. 

 
Small Group Questions 

 
1. How do the doctrines on election and apostasy inform your worship of God? 
2. In what ways do you contend for the faith (remember: moral and doctrinal)? In what 

ways do you not contend for the faith?  
3. When you think about these things, try to bring to light how this is all part of that bigger 

battle in the unseen realm and it has been going on since the Fall. Knowing this, why do 
you believe we can so easily fall into complacency? 


