
 M i s s i o  D e i  F e l l o w s h i p

We exist to make disciples who delight in God and make Him known
by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Source that Befalls Us, Pt 2
Genesis 3:8-13 
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SermonAudio Blurb: Genesis 3 is the explanation for everything that is broken,
vile, and foolish in our hearts and in this world. Up to this point all is good and both
the man and woman dwell in pure innocence before one another and before God.
Satan’s trap was laid and the man and woman walked right into it.  They instantly
knew good and evil and they immediately discovered it was not good. When we find
ourselves or others in sin today, our reactions and responses are merely mirrors of
what we see with the first couple. Listen, read, and then weep.  Then dry your tears
and look for the Redeemer.

I. Introduction.

A. Read passage.

B. Satan attacked truth. 

1. First with an innocent sounding question.

2. Then attacking the goodness of God

C. The woman was deceived.

1. She allowed herself to listen and to consider what was not true.

2. And once she believed the lies then the decision to eat what was not hers
to eat, the deed was done.

D. Adam led all of humanity under the vile slave-master called sin.

1. His was not deception, it was a high-handed, willful sin.  He chose his
wife over His Creator who had only shown him goodness and kindness.

2. And as the head of the household of humanity his sin became our sin and
the bible is clear on this issue.
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E. So now the deed is done. Sin is now corrupting all aspects of creation and all
aspects of humanity.  And it is here that the story continues.  A story that explains
the source of all that befalls all of us.

II. A brief explanation of “Original Sin.”

A. This is a key doctrine that is often misunderstood.  One theologian, Jonathon
Edwards, called it “that doctrine of greatest importance.”  And it is.

1. To fail to grasp this is to then stumble over almost every other portion of
sound doctrine.

2. To minimize this doctrine makes one casual and indifferent to sin and
rebellion.  It leads both to weak and false teachings regarding the person of
God, the ability of mankind, and the work of salvation.

3. To grasp this, however, opens your eyes to all that is parading past your
eyes every moment of every day.  It makes you wise to the core of all
problems and it gives you the grounding to be able to rightly speak of the
solution that is found only in Jesus Christ.

B. Original sin is NOT talking about the first sin, Adam’s sin.  This is a common
error I heard from people.

C. Original sin is the guilt and inclination toward sin that is resident in every human
born since Adam.

1. It is called “original” because it finds its origin in Adam’s sin but also
because it is found in all of us from our beginning. It is the fountainhead of
every sin you do.

2. It is called various things but the best is the term “total depravity.”  Which
simply means that every aspect of every person is corrupted by sin.  It is
our guilt and our tendency.

3. We inherit it because we belong to Adam’s race and therefore we cannot
escape it on our own.  But it is always ours, not Adam’s.

4. And this natural, innate sinfulness of our nature is the only cause of our
actual sin.  We don’t sin and therefore become a sinner, rather we sin
because we are by nature sinners.

D. However, the Bible connects mankind’s actual and original sin to the first sin of
Adam. 
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1. Romans 5:12-19.

2. This is known as the “representative view.”  It holds to the idea that
instead of trying to see the whole of humanity actually sinning in Adam,
that Adam is the representative head of humanity and therefore God
“imputes” by divine decision his sin upon all who are represented by him.

3. So God imputes, or counts, the guilt of Adam in that first sin as now
belonging to us as well.  As a result this first sin of Adam now becomes
our sin as well and it is the fountainhead from which our guilt and
rebellion rise.

4. There is a backward look to this passage in Romans 5, picking up various
threads of thought that Paul has already discussed and bringing them all to
bear on that one, original sin of Adam’s.

a. E.g. Romans 1:18-3:20 prepares the way for showing the grace of
God in saving sinners.  But there is no discussion on why mankind
does these things.

b. In 5:12 the “therefore just as” points back to vss 6-11.  Paul is
showing how the vastness of sin creates a glorious backdrop for the
grace and salvation of God to shine forth.

c. Vss 6-11 are a series (note the “for”s) of explanations for why,
even though believers are filled with much tribulation, that we
hope and even exult.

d. Then in vss 12-21 we find why there is brokenness and evil within
us and the way of hope and salvation from it that is found in a new
Adam, Jesus Christ.

E. Today I want us to therefore see three results of sin.  Three consequences of the
depravity that is found in each of us from our beginnings. For it is against the dark
backdrop of sin that we see the glory and hope of our salvation in Jesus Christ.

III. Three Results of Depravity.

A. Avoids Fellowship with God (8).

1. There is a fleeing from God.

a. They heard God.  But no rejoicing.  They should have come
running to Him.
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b. But once sin enters in, there is no rejoicing.  They flee, they avoid,
they hide.  Why?

2. Now there is enmity between themselves and God.

a. Not as if they were enemies on equal ground.

b. But the enmity of a weaker toward a greater.  They slink and glare
and resent and resist.

c. There is a fear toward one who is not their friend, but their judge.

3. Satan was right.  They now do know the difference between good and evil. 
And it fills them with fear and dread.  It condemns their conscience before
their God.

a. The evil is known because it has corrupted the fulness of their
being.  Now they have the stain of sin and it has spread to all facets
of who they are.

(1) Genesis 6:5, “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of
man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”

(2) Romans 3:10-18 “. . . there is none righteous, not even one;
there is none who understands, there is none who seeks for
god; all have turned aside, together they have become
useless; there is none who does good, there is not even one.
Their throat is an open grave, with their tongues they keep
deceiving, the poison of asps is under their lips; whose
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness; their feet are swift to
shed blood, destruction and misery are in their paths, and
the path of peace they have not known. There is no fear of
God before their eyes.”

(3) David tells us in Psalm 51 that at the moment of his
conception it was into the realm of sin.

(4) Gunk illustration?

b. The good is also known by them, but it does not reside with them. 
Good is seen in their Lord.  And they now are condemned because
of that good.

(1) They see good in the correct way for sinners.
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(2) But good is not attractive to the sinner.  Good assaults the
senses and condemns the heart.  Now they have a point of
wrestling within their hearts.

4. Remember beloved that sin always has immediate results.  We forget this
because by nature we are sinners.  But what a great fall Adam and Eve
had.  What a crushing moment in time for all of these lusts and deceptions
and perversions of living and thinking to come upon them.

a. We are comfortable with those corruptions for they are part of our
daily lives.  But for them, this was utterly new and must have been
horrifying.

b. All sin has immediate results.

c. There is also the longterm results, but never ignore the reality of
the immediate results.

(1) Easy to do because they are not always obvious. That little
lie that gets you out of trouble.  The nasty face given
toward the back of your spouse or parent.

(2) Beware of searing your conscience until it no longer speaks
to your heart.

(3) Beware of becoming what Isaiah prophesied against in
5:20-21, “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil;
Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness;
Who substitute bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!  Woe
to those who are wise in their own eyes, And clever in their
own sight!”

5. This is the first thing we see in this passage.  A fleeing from God.  Sin is
now in the world and the whole creation is beginning to groan. And there
are Adam and Eve, hiding in the bushes.

B. Resists Repentance.

1. So God is here coming to his creatures, Adam and Eve.

a. He knows what has happened, but He still seeks them out.

b. Here is grace seen for the first time.  God could have just come in
like a terror.  But he doesn’t.  They hear him walking and they hide
so that he calls to them.
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2. We are reminded that God has come to seek and to save the lost.

3. He does not ignore sin, he comes to confront it.

4. What did God want?  Do you think he wanted them to be hiding in the
trees?  No.

a. He wanted them to come running to him.

b. For them to cry out for forgiveness.  To repent and confess their
sin.

c. But that is not what they do.  They hide in the trees.  Those very
trees that He had made for them and their pleasure.

(1) Here they are, the rulers of this world.

(2) Now they are skulking about behind bushes and trees
thinking that they can hide from God.

(3) They are like angry little children who think they are hiding
from the parents when they bury their heads in the pillows.

(4) Behold how great a fall this is.  From glorious image
bearers to skulking shame bearers.  All accomplished in but
a moment.

5. Mark my words.  From that moment on mankind is in the business of
hiding from God.  Not repenting, but hiding.

a. Proverbs 15:3, “The eyes of the LORD are in every place,
Watching the evil and the good.”

b. Hebrews 4:13, “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but
all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we
have to do.

c. Psalm 139:1-12.  No one can hide from God by running.

d. There is only one way to hide from God.  It is to run to God.

(1) Colossians 3:3 your life is hidden in Christ.

(2) Psalm 32:7, Thou art my hiding place; Thou dost preserve
me from trouble; Thou dost surround me with songs of
deliverance.
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6. So many like to talk about those who are seeking God. Yet the Bible says
that no one seeks after God.

7. But here we do see the beauty of the God who seeks us. We are living a
life pursuing our hearts desires. Ignoring or rejecting God as our Master,
Creator, Judge and Savior.  And in spite of this He seeks after us.

a. Oh, if you can take this home alone it is sufficient to worship and
rejoice.

b. A holy God who would seek you and I out for salvation and eternal
blessings.  What a mystery and what a joy!

c. Imagine if they had been treated with justice. If they had been
treated fairly God would have killed them.  But they were treated
with grace.

(1) Common grace.  Because God didn’t save them here.  He
just didn’t kill them.

(2) The same for any in this room who is not safe in Christ
Jesus.  God’s grace still covering you.

(3) For each of you who do not believe and follow Jesus Christ,
this day and yesterday and every day prior are examples of
God’s kindness and grace toward you.

8. Remember, man does not want to repent.  Only to avoid and hide.

a. This hiding is done through good works, religion, philosophy,
debauchery, and worldly pursuit (money, power).

b. Listen.  Sinners will admit their sin.

(1) Our hearts understand the corruption.

(2) The problem is not that we can’t say we are sinners.  The
problem is that we can’t stand exposure to God.

(3) When Christ came into the world.  He was the light of the
world and the world hated him for it.  They did not want to
come to the light, because it exposed them to what they
were in relation to God.

C. Rationalizes Sin.
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1. God calls to them.  

a. This word for calling is used often in the Old Testament to refer to
being called to give an account.

b. Here God is calling Adam and Eve to give and account of
themselves.

2. You see, God does confront us with our sin.  This is what He is doing right
now with Adam and Eve.

a. He asks them in vs 11, have you.....

(1) What is needed here?

(2) Honesty and humility.

b. But instead he gets rationalization and blame-shifting.

3. Never forget this.  Man loves darkness and sin.  He does not want to have
to give a full and complete confession of it.

IV. Conclusion.

A. All Adam had to do was say, “I am in sin.”  Think of the way they looked.  They
are hiding in the trees they are dressed in these stupid looking leaves.  God is
saying to them, “Look at yourselves, explain yourselves.”

1. But no confession, no repentance.

2. They play word games.

3. Listen, depravity makes us fools, but it makes us think that we are wise.
We lie and chuckles because we get away with it.  We mock God and His
purity and laugh thinking that He doesn’t see or care.

4. Professing to be wise we are fools exchanging the glory of God for the
glory of this fallen world.

B. Man therefore deflects guilt and responsibility.

1. He blames his wife, abdicates headship.  Shows a self-oriented heart
because he is more concerned about himself than his beloved wife.

2. The wife doesn’t want to fully admit blame either.  They are both taking
the minimalistic approach.
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3. Just come clean.  Come fully clean.  But no!  Just word games.  “I was
embarrassed and afraid.  I was naked, so I hid.”  NO.  That is a lie!  No
confession just fiddling around with God.

4. This is what sin does.

5. Parenting advice: don’t let rationalizations stand in your house.  Being
tired, bored or annoyed is not an excuse.  Being small or immature is not
an excuse.  Address issues at the core, it is sin that is within your beloved
child that is working itself outward.  It is not being strong-willed.

C. God will never let us hide.  We will always have to give an account.

1. 1 Peter 4:4-5, “In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them
into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you; but they will
give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.”

2. Matthew 12:36, “I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they
shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.”

D. Beloved, today is the day of salvation.  Do not presume there shall be a tomorrow.

1. You can see Jesus Christ as your life, your forgiveness and your salvation.

2. Or as your judge.

E. “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in
the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before
all time and now and forever. Amen.” (Jude 1:24-25)

Small Group Questions

C How have you seen these three facts about sin and sinners play out before your eyes?

C In thinking about this sermon, what are some conclusions you may have made regarding
how to view others?

C Talk about common grace.  What are ways you see God’s grace in the lives of
unbelievers?  Don’t just pass over this question quickly.  Give it serious thought and
chase ideas thoroughly to think about the grace of God.
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