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Kingdom Living
Studies From the Sermon on the Mount

A Culture of Grace and Love
Matthew 5:32-42

Matthew 5:32-42

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for

tooth.” *° But | tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you
on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 4° And if anyone
wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 4! If
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the
one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to
borrow from you.

43 “you have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ 4 But | tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, *° that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous. #¢ If you love those who love you, what
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 4’ And if
you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others?
Do not even pagans do that? *® Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.

A. Jesus Replaces Retribution with Radical Grace (vv. 38-39a)

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for
tooth.” *° But | tell you, do not resist an evil person.

Exodus 21:23-25

But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth
for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound,
bruise for bruise.

Leviticus 24:19-20

Anyone who injures their neighbor is to be injured in the same manner:
fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. The one who has
inflicted the injury must suffer the same injury.
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1. Jesus Gives 4 Examples of Radical Grace

e Absorb the Offense: 7Turn the other cheek (v. 39)

e Don’t Cling to Your Rights: G/ve your cloak also (v. 40)

e Do more than expected: Go the extra mile (v. 41)

e Have a Generous Heart: G/ive to the one who begs (v. 42)
2. Jesus Exemplifies the Radical Grace He Calls Us to

Isaiah 50:6-8:

| offered my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
| did not hide my face

from mocking and spitting.

Because the Sovereign Lord helps me,

I will not be disgraced.

Therefore have | set my face like flint,
and | know | will not be put to shame.

He who vindicates me is near.

Who then will bring charges against me?
Let us face each other!

Who is my accuser?

Let him confront me!

1 Peter 2:21-23
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving
you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
22 “He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
25 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when
he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to
him who judges justly.

B. Jesus Expands the Law of Love from Neighbor to Enemy (vv. 43-44)
43 “you have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your

enemy.’ 4 But | tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you,
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Radical Love for Our Enemies Reflects God’s Character (v. 45)

45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun
to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous.

. Radical Love for Our Enemies Separates Us from the World (vv. 46-
47)

48 |f you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not
even the tax collectors doing that? 4’ And if you greet only your own
people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do
that?

. Radical Love for Our Enemies Fulfills God’s Purposes in Us (v. 48)

48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.



