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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK
An Identity Cultivated by God’s Word

Mark 4:1-8; 14-20:
“Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 
path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much 
soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants 
were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8 Still other seed fell on 
good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a 
hundred times.”

The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others. 15 The seed that fell on the footpath 
represents those who hear the message, only to have Satan come at once and take it 
away. 16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately 
receive it with joy. 17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away 
as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 18 The seed that fell 
among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all too quickly the message is 
crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no 
fruit is produced. 20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept 
God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had 
been planted!”

Key Idea: A Proper Kingdom Identity is Cultivated by a Right Response to God’s Word.

The Seed Will Fail to Grow if We:

1. Reject God’s Word. (v. 4, 15)

As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it 
up.

The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to have 
Satan come at once and take it away. 

Jeremiah 8:9
These wise teachers will fall into the trap of their own foolishness, for they have 
rejected the word of the LORD. Are they so wise after all?

Romans 1:18-32
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be 
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known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since 
the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that 
people are without excuse.
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 
but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity 
for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about 
God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is 
forever praised. Amen.
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged 
natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned 
natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men 
committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty 
for their error.
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so 
God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be 
done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and 
depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are 
gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of 
doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no 
love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such 
things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of 
those who practice them.

2. Retreat from God’s Word (vv. 5-6, 16-17)

Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, 
because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, 
and they withered because they had no root. 

16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately 
receive it with joy. 17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall 
away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 

Proverbs 4:5
Don’t forget my words or turn away from them.

Romans 8:35-39
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution 
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:
“For your sake we face death all day long;
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    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”[j]

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I 
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[k] neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.

2 Corinthians 12:9-11
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, 
in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong.

3. Relegate God’s Word (vv. 7, 18-19)

Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not 
bear grain. 

The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all 
too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and 
the desire for other things, so no fruit is produced. 

Philippians 3:18-19
18 For I have told you often before, and I say it again with tears in my eyes, that there are 
many whose conduct shows they are really enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 They are 
headed for destruction. Their god is their appetite, they brag about shameful things, and 
they think only about this life here on earth. 

1 John 2
15 Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do 
not have the love of the Father in you. 16 For the world offers only a craving for physical 
pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and 
possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world. 17 And this world is 
fading away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who does what 
pleases God will live forever.

1 Timothy 6:6-10
But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, 
and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content 
with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many 
foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
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The Seed Will Flourish if We: 

1. Receive God’s Word (vv. 8, 20a)

8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some 
multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times.”

And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word

Romans 10:16-17
 But not everyone welcomes the Good News, for Isaiah the prophet said, “Lord, who has 
believed our message?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News 
about Christ.

James 1:21
So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has 
planted in your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls.

1 Thessalonians 2:13
And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which 
you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word 
of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe.

2. Remain in God’s Word (v. 20a)

And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word

John 15:5-7
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the 
fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you.

Colossians 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord. 

Jeremiah 17:7-8
“But blessed are those who trust in the LORD
    and have made the LORD their hope and confidence.
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8 They are like trees planted along a riverbank,
    with roots that reach deep into the water.
Such trees are not bothered by the heat
    or worried by long months of drought.
Their leaves stay green,
    and they never stop producing fruit.”

3. Reproduce God’s Word (v. 20b)

…and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been 
planted!”

James 1:22-25
2 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only 
fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at 
your face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 25 
But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says 
and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.

1 John 2:5-6
5 But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they love him. That is how 
we know we are living in him. 6 Those who say they live in God should live their lives as 
Jesus did.

Colossians 1:6-14
In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole 
world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly 
understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant,[c] who 
is a faithful minister of Christ on our[d] behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the 
Spirit.
9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the 
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives,[e] 10 so that you may live a life worthy of 
the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might 
so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified you[f] to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the 
kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.


