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1 PETER
IDENTITY IN EXILE

7 – Subversive Submission
1 Peter 3:1–17

3 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of 
them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of 
their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3 Your beauty should 
not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold 
jewelry or fine clothes. 4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty 
of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. 5 For this is the way the 
holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They 
submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and 
called him her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to 
fear.

7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them 
with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so 
that nothing will hinder your prayers.

8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate 
and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil 
with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For,
“Whoever would love life
    and see good days
must keep their tongue from evil
    and their lips from deceitful speech.
11 They must turn from evil and do good;
    they must seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous
    and his ears are attentive to their prayer,
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

 13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer 
for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But 
in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness 
and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against 
your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is 
God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.
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Main Idea: As holy exiles living under the pressure of worldly systems and 
structures, we are called to exercise Christlike humility, which 
disarms our accusers and empowers the vulnerable.

Note: These instructions are not timelessly tied to the sexes; they are centered on the 
situation.

1. Holy Exiles don’t struggle for power; they position themselves for service. (vv. 1-
3)

3 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any 
of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the 
behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 

Ephesians 5:21
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Philippians 2:5-8
 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in very nature God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing
    by taking the very nature of a servant,
    being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,
    he humbled himself
    by becoming obedient to death—
        even death on a cross!

2. Holy Exiles don’t flaunt the superficial; they flourish in spirit. (vv. 3-4)

3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate 
hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. 4 Rather, it should be 
that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of 
great worth in God’s sight. 

1 Timothy 2:9-10
I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, adorning 
themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive 
clothes, 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship 
God.

1 Peter 2:11-12
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Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful 
desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us

1 Peter 5:5
 All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because,
“God opposes the proud
    but shows favor to the humble.”

Colossians 3:12
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

3. Holy Exiles don’t don’t prey on the vulnerable; they value the person. (v. 7)

7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and 
treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the 
gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.

1 Corinthians 12:21-26
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to 
the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable 
we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with 
special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But 
God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked 
it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have 
equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one 
part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

Galatians 3:26-28
26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus.

 
4. Holy Exiles don’t cave to fear; they have a confident faith. (vv. 5-6, 13-15)

5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to 
adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6 like 
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Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord. You are her daughters if 
you do what is right and do not give way to fear.

13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should 
suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be 
frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have.

Matthew 10:28
Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 
afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

Jeremiah 17:7-8
“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
    whose confidence is in him.
8 They will be like a tree planted by the water
    that sends out its roots by the stream.
It does not fear when heat comes;
    its leaves are always green.
It has no worries in a year of drought
    and never fails to bear fruit.”

5. Holy Exiles don’t pursue payback; they practice peace. (vv. 8-12)

8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On 
the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you 
may inherit a blessing. 10 For,
“Whoever would love life
    and see good days
must keep their tongue from evil
    and their lips from deceitful speech.
11 They must turn from evil and do good;
    they must seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous
    and his ears are attentive to their prayer,
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

Romans 12:17-21
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 
everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s 
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”[d] says the Lord. 20 On the 
contrary:
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“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”[e]

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.


