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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK
Authority that Changes Identity

Mark 1:21-28; 2:1-12

21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the 
synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, 
because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the 
law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit 
cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!ˮ

25 “Be quiet!ˮ said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!ˮ 26 The impure spirit shook the 
man violently and came out of him with a shriek.

27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new 
teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey 
him.ˮ  28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.

2 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he 
had come home. 2 They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left,
not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, 
bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get 
him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus 
by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. 5 When Jesus 
saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.ˮ

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why 
does this fellow talk like that? Heʼs blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?ˮ

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their 
hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: 
to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,̓  or to say, ‘Get up, take your 
mat and walkʼ? 10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth 
to forgive sins.ˮ  

So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.ˮ  12 He got up,
took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they 
praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!ˮ
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Key Idea: Identity is shaped by who we recognize as having authority over us.

“The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had 
authority…ˮ 

When you begin to follow Jesus, it doesnʼt take long to realize that de doesnʼt just 
ask for agreement, he assumes authority. And that immediately forces a question 
we canʼt avoid: “Who actually rules my life?ʼ

1. Jesusʼs Reveals His Authority (1:21-22)

Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were 
amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, 
not as the teachers of the law.

• Jesus taught in the synagogue
• His authority was intrinsic, not borrowed
• Scribes quoted sources, Jesus spoke truth

• Jesusʼs authority flows from his person not his position

2. Jesus Has Authority Over Darkness (1:23-28)

Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit 
cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 
to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!ˮ

25 “Be quiet!ˮ said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!ˮ 26 The impure spirit shook
the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.

27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A 
new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and 
they obey him.ˮ  28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of 
Galilee.

• What religion debates, darkness recognizes.

3. Jesus Has Authority to Forgive Sins (2:1-12)
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are 
forgiven.ˮ
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6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 
“Why does this fellow talk like that? Heʼs blaspheming! Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?ˮ

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking 
in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 
Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,̓  or to 
say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walkʼ? 10 But I want you to know that the Son 
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.ˮ

• Jesus doesnʼt improve behavior; he restores relationship.

4. Jesusʼs Authority Transforms My Identity When I Submit to It  

So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.ˮ  12 He 
got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed 
everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like 
this!ˮ

• Being amazed at Jesusʼs authority isnʼt the same as being submitted to
his authority.

Romans 10:9
If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,ˮ  and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Phil 2:9-11
God exalted him to the highest place
    and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.


