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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK
The King Who Came to Die

Mark 10:38–39; 11; 14–15

Main Idea: Jesus’ true identity as the supreme King is revealed by his sacrifice.

1. The Invitation: A Shared Cup (Mark 10:38–39)

Mark 10:32b-34
Again he took the Twelve aside and told them what was going to happen to 
him. 33 “We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will be 
delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn 
him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will mock him and spit 
on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.”

Mark 10:37-39
They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your 
glory.”

38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I 
drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”

39 “We can,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the 
baptism I am baptized with…

 The cross must come before the crown.

2. The Misunderstanding: A Triumphal Entry (Mark 11)

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the 
village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which 
no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are 
you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’”

4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they 
untied it, 5 some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that 
colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them 
go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on 
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it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches 
they had cut in the fields. 

9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
“Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

 The crowd wanted a conquering king, but God sent a suffering servant.

3. The Reality: A Rejected King (Mark 14)

Betrayed (14:10)
Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus 
to them.

Abandoned(14:44-47)
Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; 
arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 45 Going at once to Jesus, Judas 
said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46 The men seized Jesus and arrested him. 47 Then 
one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of the high 
priest, cutting off his ear.

Falsely Accused (14:55-62)
55 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against 
Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. 56 Many 
testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree.

57 Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58 “We heard 
him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will 
build another, not made with hands.’” 59 Yet even then their testimony did not 
agree.

60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going 
to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against 
you?” 61 But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed 
One?”
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62 “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 
the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Disowned (14:66-72)
While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest 
came by. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him.
“You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said.
68 But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” he 
said, and went out into the entryway.[g]

69 When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, 
“This fellow is one of them.” 70 Again he denied it.
After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are one of them, 
for you are a Galilean.”
71 He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this man 
you’re talking about.”
72 Immediately the rooster crowed the second time.[h] Then Peter remembered the 
word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows twice you will disown 
me three times.” And he broke down and wept.

Mocked (15:16-20, 28-32)
16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called 
together the whole company of soldiers. 17 They put a purple robe on him, then 
twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 18 And they began to call out 
to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19 Again and again they struck him on the head 
with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to 
him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his 
own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left.  29 Those 
who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You 
who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30 come down from 
the cross and save yourself!” 31 In the same way the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” they 
said, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down 
now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also 
heaped insults on him.

 Jesus does not deny His kingship; He reframes it through suffering. (Mark 
14:61-62)

“Are You the Christ…?”
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 “I am.”

4. The Fulfillment: A Crucified King (Mark 15)

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 And at 
three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).[b]

35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling 
Elijah.”

36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it 
to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him 
down,” he said.

37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.

38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 And when the 
centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died,[c] he said, “Surely 
this man was the Son of God!”

With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.

38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 

39 And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he 
said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”

 The cross is not a contradiction to Jesus’ crown; it is the way he claims it. 
(15:39)

And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he 
died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”


