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STAND FIRM: 2 PETER & JUDE 

The Anatomy of Spiritual Deception 
 
2 Peter 2:10b–22 
Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; 11 yet 
even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap 
abuse on such beings when bringing judgment on them from the Lord. 12 But 
these people blaspheme in matters they do not understand. They are like 
unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and 
destroyed, and like animals they too will perish. 
 

13 They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of 
pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling 
in their pleasures while they feast with you. 14 With eyes full of adultery, they 
never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in greed—an 
accursed brood! 15 They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow 
the way of Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of wickedness. 16 But he 
was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without speech—who 
spoke with a human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness. 
 

17 These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. 
Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 18 For they mouth empty, boastful 
words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of the flesh, they entice people 
who are just escaping from those who live in error. 19 They promise them 
freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves 
to whatever has mastered them.” 20 If they have escaped the corruption of the 
world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in 
it and are overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the 
beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the 
sacred command that was passed on to them. 22 Of them the proverbs are 
true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to her 
wallowing in the mud.” 
 
Main Idea: False teaching promises a freedom that actually enslaves. 
 

1. Deception is often marked by arrogance. (vv. 10b-12) 
 
Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; 
11 yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not 
heap abuse on such beings when bringing judgment on them from[d] the 
Lord. 12 But these people blaspheme in matters they do not understand. 
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They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only to be 
caught and destroyed, and like animals they too will perish. 
 

 
2. Uncontrolled appetites expose spiritual depravity. (vv. 13b-14a) 

 
Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and 
blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you. 14 With 
eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; 
 
 

 John 8:31-36 
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never 
been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 
35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs 
to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I 
know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a 
way to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling 
you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing what 
you have heard from your father.” 
 
 

3. Greed turns ministry into exploitation. (vv. 14b-16) 
 
…they are experts in greed—an accursed brood! 15 They have left the 
straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Bezer, 
who loved the wages of wickedness. 16 But he was rebuked for his 
wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without speech—who spoke with a 
human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness. 
 
 
1 Timothy 6:3-5 
If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 they are conceited and 
understand nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in controversies 
and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil 
suspicions 5 and constant friction between people of corrupt mind, who 
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have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means 
to financial gain. 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing 
into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food 
and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich 
fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires 
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is 
a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 
 

4. False teachers promise what they cannot supply. (vv. 17-18) 
 
17 These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. 
Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 18 For they mouth empty, 
boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of the flesh, they 
entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. 
 

 
5. False freedom leads to greater bondage. (vv.  

 
19 They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of 
depravity—for “people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.” 20 If 
they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are overcome, they 
are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 It would 
have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 
than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred 
command that was passed on to them. 22 Of them the proverbs are true: 
“A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to her 
wallowing in the mud.” 
 
Romans 6:15-18 
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under 
grace? By no means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves 
to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—
whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, 
which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you 
used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the 
pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 18 You have 
been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 


