
When the King Becomes Impossible to Ignore 

John 12:12–19 (NKJV) 

Opening Story 

In 1945, as World War II drew to a close, news spread rapidly across Europe that Allied forces 

had liberated concentration camps. At first, many refused to believe the reports. The horrors 

seemed too extreme, too overwhelming. But as soldiers returned, bringing eyewitness testimony 

and undeniable evidence, the truth became impossible to ignore. Entire nations had to reckon 

with reality—they could no longer pretend they did not know. 

In much the same way, by the time we arrive at John 12, Jesus has done something so 

undeniable—the raising of Lazarus—that the world can no longer ignore Him. 

 

Thought-Provoking Question 

What do you do when the evidence of who Jesus is becomes too overwhelming to ignore—

but following Him will cost you everything? 

Historical & Prophetic Context of Palm Sunday 

Palm Sunday marks Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem just days before His crucifixion. This 

moment fulfills prophecy, particularly Zechariah 9:9: 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Behold, your King is coming to you; 

He is just and having salvation, 

Lowly and riding on a donkey…” (NKJV) 

This was not a random parade—it was a divine declaration. Jesus was publicly presenting 

Himself as the promised King. At the same time, the city was swelling with pilgrims for 

Passover. Tension was high under Roman occupation. Messianic expectations were rising. Into 

this charged atmosphere, Jesus rides in—not on a war horse, but on a donkey, symbolizing 

peace. 

1. The Influence of Miracles on Public Opinion (vv. 12–13, 17–18) 

“A great multitude… took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him and cried out: 

‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’” (vv. 12–13) 

John makes it clear: this crowd was largely influenced by one event—the resurrection of Lazarus 

(v. 18). 



Key Word Study: “Hosanna” 

• Hebrew origin meaning “Save now” or “Please save!” 

• Not just praise; it is a desperate cry for deliverance 

The crowd celebrated Jesus because of what He did. 

Application Insight: People are often drawn to Jesus for what He can do for them—heal, provide, 

fix. But miracles alone do not produce lasting faith. 

2. The Pharisees’ Growing Desperation (v. 19a) 

“The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, ‘You see that you are accomplishing 

nothing…’” 

Key Word Study: “Accomplishing nothing” 

• Greek idea: “gaining no ground,” “failing completely” 

The religious leaders are losing control. Their authority is slipping. Their influence is fading. 

Despite witnessing undeniable truth—even the raising of Lazarus—they harden their hearts. 

Spiritual Reality: The same evidence that leads some to worship will lead others to resist. 

3. “The World Has Gone After Him” (v. 19b) 

“…Look, the world has gone after Him!” 

This is an exaggeration—but it reveals something profound. 

Key Phrase Study: “Gone after Him” 

• Implies movement, pursuit, alignment 

Ironically, the Pharisees speak prophetically. The influence of Jesus will not be contained. The 

gospel will spread beyond Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. 

Prophetic Connection: Palm Sunday is not just about a moment—it points forward to the global 

reign of Christ. 

 

 

Palm Sunday Tension: Celebration vs. Reality 



The same crowd shouting “Hosanna” on Sunday will shout “Crucify Him” by Friday. 

Why? Because Jesus did not meet their expectations. 

They wanted: 

• A political deliverer 

• A conquering king 

But Jesus came as: 

• A suffering Savior 

• A sacrificial Lamb 

 

Deeper Spiritual Insight 

John highlights Lazarus for a reason: Lazarus is living proof that Jesus has power over death. 

Yet even that miracle did not guarantee true belief. 

Faith built only on experience will collapse when expectations are not met. 

 

Practical Life Applications 

1. Don’t Base Your Faith Solely on What Jesus Does for You 

Miracles may attract you—but only truth will anchor you. 

• Are you following Jesus for His works… or for who He is? 

2. Beware of Hardening Your Heart to Clear Evidence 

The Pharisees saw everything—and still rejected Him. 

• Repeated exposure to truth without surrender leads to spiritual blindness. 

 

 

3. Recognize That Jesus Will Disrupt Your Control 



The Pharisees resisted because Jesus threatened their power. 

• Is there an area of your life where you are resisting His authority? 

 

4. Decide What Kind of King You Will Accept 

The crowd wanted a king on their terms. 

• Will you accept Jesus as He is—Lord of all, not just helper in crisis? 

 

5. Live Like the World Is Watching 

“The world has gone after Him…” 

• Your response to Jesus influences others. 

• Just as Lazarus’ testimony drew crowds, your life can point others to Christ. 

Closing Challenge 

Palm Sunday forces a decision. Jesus is no longer hidden. He is no longer subtle. He is no longer 

avoidable. He has become impossible to ignore. 

So the question remains: 

Will you crown Him… or will you crucify Him in your heart? 
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