Week 6 Reading Plan

January 1- January 6, 2023

January 1 Luke 2:22-38
January 2 Mark 1:40-45
January 3 John 4:1-30
January 4 John 5:1-17
January 5 Acts 2:36-47
January 6 Acts 9:1-22

3 Things to Look For in this Weeks Reading...

e How transformational interactions with Jesus are.
e How the good news of the Gospel causes us to want to share that good news with everyone.

e How those that have truly dwelt with Jesus love to tell others about Jesus.




January 1st

Look For: Anna’s response to meeting baby Jesus.

Luke 2:22-38

Jesus Presented at the Temple

22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in
the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy
to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 2sNow there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the
custom of the Law, 2ghe took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word,;

30for my eyes have seen your salvation

31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel.”

33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed
35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from
many hearts may be revealed.”

36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years
from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She
did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and



January 2nd

Mark 1:40-45

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

40 And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will,
you can make me clean.” 41Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and
touched him and said to him, “I will; be clean.” 422And immediately the leprosy
left him, and he was made clean. 43And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him
away at once, 44and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go,
show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses
commanded, for a proof to them.” 45But he went out and began to talk freely
about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a

town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him from every
quarter.




January 3rd

Look For: How the woman at the well responds to her encounter with Jesus by

sharing it with others.

John 4:1-30

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria

1Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making
and baptizing more disciples than John 2(although Jesus himself did not baptize,
but only his disciples), she left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4And he
had to pass through Samaria. 5So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar,
near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there;
so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was
about the sixth hour.

7A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
s(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman
of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her,
“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink;
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our father
Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his
livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that | will give him will never be thirsty
again. The water that | will give him will become in him a spring of water welling
up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | will
not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water”

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here” 17The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘|
have no husband’; 1sfor you have had five husbands, and the one you now have
is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, |
perceive that you are a prophet. 200ur fathers worshiped on this mountain, but
you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21Jesus
said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you
do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the



hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.
24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.”25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called
Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “| who
speak to you am he”

27Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?”
2850 the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the
people, 29“Come, see a man who told me all that | ever did. Can this be the
Christ?” 30They went out of the town and were coming to him.




January 4th

Look For: How even people who don’t believe in Jesus can’t deny the work He has

done in our lives.

John 5:1-17
The Healing at the Pool on the Sabbath

1After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

2Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called
Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades. 3In these lay a multitude of invalids
—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 50ne man was there who had been an invalid for
thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had
already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7The
sick man answered him, “Sir, | have no one to put me into the pool when the
water is stirred up, and while | am going another steps down before me.” sJesus
said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9And at once the man was
healed, and he took up his bed and walked.

Now that day was the Sabbath. 10So the Jews said to the man who had been
healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11But
he answered them, “The man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your
bed, and walk.” 12They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up
your bed and walk’?” 13Now the man who had been healed did not know who it
was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. 14Afterward
Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more,
that nothing worse may happen to you.” 15The man went away and told the Jews
that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16And this was why the Jews were
persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17But
Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now, and | am working.”




January 5th

Look For: How the effect of the Gospel message resulted in praising God and loving

others.

Acts 2:36-47

36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and
the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 3s8And Peter said to them,
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone
whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40And with many other words he bore
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this
crooked generation.” 41So those who received his word were baptized, and there
were added that day about three thousand souls.

The Fellowship of the Believers

42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling
their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any
had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread
in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,
47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their
number day by day those who were being saved.




January 6th

Look For: How the Lord transformed Saul from persecutor to preacher.

Acts 9:1-22

The Conversion of Saul

1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he went on his way, he
approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him.
4And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting me?” sAnd he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “l am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But rise and enter the city, and you will be
told what you are to do.” 7The men who were traveling with him stood
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. sSaul rose from the ground,
and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand
and brought him into Damascus. 9And for three days he was without sight, and
neither ate nor drank.

10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in
a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here | am, Lord.” 11And the Lord said to him,
“Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a
man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12and he has seen in a
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might
regain his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about
this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14And here he
has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15But the
Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name
before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16For | will show him
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias departed and
entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that
you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose
and was baptized; 19and taking food, he was strengthened.

Saul Proclaims Jesus in Synagogues



For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20And immediately he
proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21And all
who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in
Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for
this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22But Saul
increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in




