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Week 2 Reading Plan

December 4- December 9, 2023

December 4 John 1:1-14, Philippians 2:4-11
December 5 Isaiah 7:14, 9:1-7, 49:1-7

December 6 Hebrews 9:11-28

December 7 Romans 6:1-11, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23
December 8 1 Timothy 2:5-6, Hebrews 2:10-18, 4:14-16
December 9 1 Peter 3:18, John 14:1-7

3 Things to Look For in this Weeks Reading...

e Inorder to rescue humans from sin and death Jesus needed to be fully human.
e What aspect of Jesus’ humanity is the biblical writer highlighting?
e Why is this aspect of Jesus’ humanity important to you today?




December 4th

Look For: The ways that John demonstrates that Jesus is both fully God and fully

human. And not just any human, but a human that is absolutely like no other ever

John 1:1-14
The Word Became Flesh

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness,
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. sHe was not
the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But
to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Philippians 2:4-11

4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of
others. sHave this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who,
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped,7but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. sAnd being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name,
10s0 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.






December 5th

Look For: The ways that the future Messiah is described. Think about what you

would have believed about the Messiah if you were among the first to read Isaiah.

Isaiah 7:14

14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Isaiah 9:1-7
For to Us a Child Is Born

1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the
latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the nations.

2 The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone.

3 You have multiplied the nation;

you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,

as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
4 For the yoke of his burden,

and the staff for his shoulder,

the rod of his oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.



5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood

will be burned as fuel for the fire.

6 For to us a child is born,

tous asonis given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

70f the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,

to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Isaiah 49:1-7

The Servant of the Lord

1Listen to me, O coastlands,

and give attention, you peoples from afar.

The Lord called me from the womb,

from the body of my mother he named my name.
2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword,;

in the shadow of his hand he hid me;

he made me a polished arrow;



in his quiver he hid me away.

3And he said to me, “You are my servant,

Israel, in whom | will be glorified.”

4 But | said, “I have labored in vain;

| have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my right is with the Lord,

and my recompense with my God.”

5 And now the Lord says,

he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him;

and that Israel might be gathered to him—

for  am honored in the eyes of the Lord,

and my God has become my strength—

6he says:

“Itis too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob

and to bring back the preserved of Israel;

| will make you as a light for the nations,

that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
7Thus says the Lord,

the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
the servant of rulers:

“Kings shall see and arise;

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;

because of the Lord, who is faithful,







December 6th

Look For: Jesus’ importance in your being forgiven of your sins.

Hebrews 9:11-28

11But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come,
then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is,
not of this creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means
of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing
an eternal redemption. 13For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of
defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the
flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works
to serve the living God.

15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that
redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first
covenant.i6For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must
be established. 17For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as
long as the one who made it is alive. 18Therefore not even the first covenant was
inaugurated without blood. 19For when every commandment of the law had
been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats,
with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and
all the people, 20saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded
for you.” 21And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all
the vessels used in worship. 22Indeed, under the law almost everything is
purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of
sins.

23Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with
these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than
these. 24For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are
copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence
of God on our behalf. 25sNor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest
enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, 26for then he would
have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he
has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice
of himself. 27And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgment, 28so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will



appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly
waiting for him.

December 7th

Look For: Jesus’ importance in your resurrection.

Romans 6:1-11

Dead to Sin, Alive to God

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of
us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life.

5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old selfwas crucified
with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we
would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free
from sin. aNow if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin,
once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

1 Corinthians 15:20-23

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be
made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming
those who belong to Christ.




December 8th

Look For: Jesus’ importance in being your mediator/High Priest.

1 Timothy 2:5-6

5For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus swho gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given
at the proper time.

Hebrews 2:10-18

10For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing
many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through
suffering. 11For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one
source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12saying,

“I will tell of your name to my brothers;

in the midst of the congregation | will sing your praise.”
13And again,

“I will put my trust in him”

And again,

“Behold, | and the children God has given me.”

14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who
has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and deliver all those who through
fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16For surely it is not angels that he
helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to be made like
his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful
high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.
18For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those
who are being tempted.

Hebrews 4:14-16

Jesus the Great High Priest



14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us then with
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.

December 9th

Look For: Jesus’ importance in your being brought to God.

1 Peter 3:18

18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that
he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the
spirit

John 14:1-7

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go
to prepare a place for you? 3And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. 4And you
know the way to where | am going.”sThomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “l am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
71f you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.”




