Week 5 Reading Plan

December 25- December 30, 2023

December 25 Luke 2:1-20
December 26 Matthew 19:13-30
December 27 Matthew 20
December 28 Matthew 8:1-13
December 29 Luke 13:22-35
December 30 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

3 Things to Look For in this Weeks Reading...

e How Jesus’ birth story exhibits an important priority: he cares for the often overlooked.
e How Jesus really relates most to the weak, least, last, hurting, and ignored.
e How often those who should be “close to God” are distanced due to their pride.




December 25th

Look For: The main characters in the story of Christ’s birth. Are they important?

Wealthy? Powerful? What does this indicate?

Luke 2:1-20
The Birth of Jesus Christ

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,
5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. sAnd while they
were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10And
the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured
up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned,



glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.




December 26th

Look For: The kind of people Jesus brought near. Are they powerful or weak?

Wealthy or the common?

Matthew 19:13-30
Let the Children Come to Me

13 Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on them and
pray. The disciples rebuked the people, 14but Jesus said, “Let the little children
come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of
heaven.” 15And he laid his hands on them and went away.

The Rich Young Man

16 And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must |
do to have eternal life?” 17And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is
good? There is only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the
commandments.”1sHe said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not
murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear
false witness,19Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor
as yourself” 20The young man said to him, “All these | have kept. What do | still
lack?” 21Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow
me.”22When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great
possessions.

23And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, | say to you, only with difficulty will a
rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. 24Again | tell you, it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the
kingdom of God.” 25When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished,
saying, “Who then can be saved?” 26But Jesus looked at them and said, “With
man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”27Then Peter said in
reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?”
28Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man
will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29And everyone who has left houses
or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s
sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 30But many who are
first will be last, and the last first.



December 27th

Look For: The “last will be first” principle. Repeated.

Matthew 20

Laborers in the Vineyard

1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers
for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the
third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said,
‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right | will give you. 5So they
went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same.
6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he
said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because
no one has hired us’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too. sAnd when
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first’ 9And when
those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius.
10Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but
each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at
the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat. 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no
wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to you
and go. | choose to give to this last worker as | give to you. 15Am | not allowed to
do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’
16S0 the last will be first, and the first last.”

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time

17 And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside,
and on the way he said to them, 18“See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the
Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will
condemn him to death 19and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and
flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day.”

A Mother’s Request

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and
kneeling before him she asked him for something. 21And he said to her, “What do



you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at
your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 22Jesus answered, “You
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that | am to
drink?”They said to him, “We are able.” 23He said to them, “You will drink my cup,
but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those
for whom it has been prepared by my Father”24And when the ten heard it, they
were indignant at the two brothers. 25But Jesus called them to him and said,
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them. 261t shall not be so among you. But whoever would
be great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever would be first among
you must be your slave, 2seven as the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men

29 And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. 30And behold,
there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that
Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord,have mercy on us, Son of David!”
31The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all the
more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 32And stopping, Jesus called
them and said, “What do you want me to do for you?” 33They said to him, “Lord,
let our eyes be opened.” 34And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and
immediately they recovered their sight and followed him.




December 28th

Look For: What most likely caused Jesus to be compassionate to these two very

different men?

Matthew 8:1-13

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

1When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 2And
behold, a lepercame to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you
can make me clean.” 3And Jesusstretched out his hand and touched him, saying,
“I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4And Jesus said to
him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and
offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”

The Faith of a Centurion

5 When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing
to him, 6“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7And he
said to him, “l will come and heal him.” sBut the centurion replied, “Lord, | am
not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my
servant will be healed. 9For | too am a man under authority, with soldiers under
me. And | say to one, ‘Go, and he goes, and to another, ‘Come, and he comes,
and to my servant, ‘Do this; and he does it.” 10When Jesus heard this, he
marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, | tell you, with no one in
Israel have | found such faith. 11l tell you, many will come from east and west
and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven,
12while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13And to the centurion Jesus
said, “Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was
healed at that very moment.




December 29th

Look For: How is Jesus’ preference for the least and rejection of the prideful seen

here?

Luke 13:22-35

The Narrow Door

22 He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying
toward Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved
be few?” And he said to them, 24“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For
many, | tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 2sWhen once the master
of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to
knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us, then he will answer you, ‘1 do not
know where you come from.26Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in
your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ 27But he will say, ‘I tell you, | do
not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 28In
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham
and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you
yourselves cast out. 29And people will come from east and west, and from north
and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30And behold, some are
last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.”

Lament over Jerusalem

31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here,
for Herod wants to kill you.” 32And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold,
| cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day |
finish my course.33Nevertheless, | must go on my way today and tomorrow and
the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from
Jerusalem’340 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to it! How often would | have gathered your children
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!
35Behold, your house is forsaken. And | tell you, you will not see me until you
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”




December 30th

Look For: How God thwarts the wisdom of the smart people, but saves the

“foolish” of the world.

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Christ the Wisdom and Power of God

18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For
the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger
than men.

26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to
worldly standards,not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; 2sGod chose what is low and despised in
the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that
no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30And because of him you
are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, 31so that, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord”




