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Romans 15:22-33 
Prayer, fellowship and the will of God 

 
Last week we started out with a compliment from Paul to 
the roman church. 
 
Romans 15:14 
14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my 
brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled 
with all knowledge, able also to admonish [f]one 
another. 1 

 

We discussed how important it is for a church to function 
in this manner. 
 
How being able to teach, encourage, build into and even 
correct one another is vital to a healthy church. 
 
We talked in depth about being Bold for the gospel. 
 
And the way that we can be bold is by having full 
confidence in the Lord and his ability to accomplish his 
will through us. 
 
We learned the apostle Paul’s desire was to minister to 
the gentiles. 
 
To share the gospel in places that it had never been 
taught to people that had never heard it. 
 
All of this to glorify God. 
 
Paul made personal sacrifices as well endured 
tremendous hardships. 
 
From extreme persecution to extreme living conditions. 
 
And in all of this He had one thing on his mind. 
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To reach the lost in order to magnify the great name of 
Jesus. 
 
All to bring Glory to God. 
 
We read how eager Paul was to share about all the 
wonderful things that God had accomplished through 
him. 
 
How he boasted in God and how we should have that same 
excitement to share about all the good things God has 
done. 
 
Last week we learned about what Paul had done and 
where he had been from Jerusalem to Illyricum. 
 
This week we will learn about where he plans to go and 
his desire in his next journey to find a way to visit the 
Roman church. 
 
Romans 15:22-24 
22 For this reason I also have been much hindered from 
coming to you. 23 But now no longer having a place in 
these parts, and having a great desire these many years 
to come to you, 24 whenever I journey to Spain, [h]I shall 
come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to 
be helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy 
your company for a while.  
 
This is one long thought so let’s break it up so that we can 
understand what Paul is saying. 
 
Romans 15:22 
22 For this reason I also have been much hindered from 
coming to you. 
 
We covered this verse last week as we ended. 
 
Paul had expressed in romans chapter 1 his deep desire to 
visit the roman church but that it had not yet been Gods 
will that he do so. 
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The reason that he is speaking of in verse 22 is the fact 
that prior to now he had not fully saturated the area 
with teachings about Jesus. 
 
That before he visits the faithful Roman church many 
other people must first hear the good news. 
 
That he first had to proclaim the truth to “ears that have 
not yet heard.” 
 
I think there are several reasons this letter was written. 
 
Outside the most obvious and important reason being that 
it was part of the inspired word of God meant to be used 
for millinea to validate his message and proclaim his 
truth. 
 
Paul wrote this letter to express his love for this church 
as well as his desire to visit this church. 
 
To express that he wanted to come but first must fulfill 
Gods will in other areas. 
 
He wanted the church to be encouraged. 
 
He wanted them to be warned and aware of the dangers 
of sin. 
 
He wanted everyone to know of the coming judgement. 
 
He wanted to make sure their theology was sound. 
 
All of these reasons pointing to his deep love for his 
fellow believers. 
 
We titled this sermon series “Romans… The greatest book 
ever written” 
 
This wonderful book can broken up into 5 sections. 
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Chapters 1-3 covers the sinfulness of man and coming 
judgement. 
 
Chapters 3-5 covers justification by faith and faith alone. 
 
The fact that we are saved by grace through faith which 
is a gift from God. 
 
Chapters 6-8 speaks about sanctification which is the 
process of becoming more like Christ.  
 
A process that begins at the moment of salvation and will 
be completed in Glory with our savior as we are eternally 
united with him. 
 
Chapters 9-11 speak about election and Gods sovereignty 
in all things.  
 
In these chapters we hear about his plan for the Jewish 
people as well as the gentiles. 
 
Chapters 12-15 Paul speaks about spiritual gifts and 
Christian living. 
 
And in chapter 16 are his final instructions and 
greetings. 
 
Scattered throughout the entire book of Romans are the 
topics of imputation and reconciliation. 
 
Telling us that Christs righteousness is credited to 
believers because of faith, and through that we are 
reconciled to the father. 
 
Romans may be one of the most if not the hardest book to 
understand as well as teach, but it is my favorite book of 
the Bible. 
 
Bo always Jokes that he knows romans is my favorite book 
because I quote it more than any other book. 
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I taught the first 8 chapters to the youth a few years ago 
and fell in love with it, now after this past year I have 
come to appreciate it even more. 
 
I think the books that are the most difficult to 
understand should be a focus of any church. 
 
If we can deal with the difficult things, then when small 
things come up it seems like they are no issue at all.  
 
Difficult truths bring growth, they strengthen faith and 
they force us to think. 
 
They force us to come to terms with things that we don’t 
necessarily want to deal with. 
 
Which is paramount to becoming a more mature believer. 
 
If the bible weren’t thought provoking, then we would 
never grow. 
 
If it didn’t force us to deal with the things in our life that 
must change then we never would. 
 
And I think we’ve done a pretty good job of dissecting and 
explaining those topics. 
 
But today isn’t one of those days. 
 
As Paul closes out his letter he tells us of his plans, he 
praises some of the churches for their role in the 
spreading of the gospel.  
 
And he asks the Roman church to join him in prayer that 
he may be able to come visit them soon. 
 
Romans 15:22,23 
22 For this reason I also have been much hindered from 
coming to you. 23 But now no longer having a place in 
these parts, and having a great desire these many years 
to come to you, 
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I think we have more than covered verse 22. 
 
In verse 23 Paul tells us he no longer has a place in these 
parts. 
 
At first it may sound as if he feels unwelcome in those 
areas. 
 
But I’m pretty sure we have discovered that Paul wasn’t 
concerned about whether or not he received a warm 
welcome. 
 
In fact, I’m sure he had grown quite accustomed to feeling 
unwelcome in most of the areas he travelled. 
 
Not by everyone of course, but certainly by the Jewish 
leaders and leaders of local governments.  
 
He was despised and feared just like Jesus. 
 
And Jesus warned that this was going to happen. 
 
Mark 9:9,10 
9 “But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver 
you up to councils, and you will be beaten in the 
synagogues. You will [c]be brought before rulers and 
kings for My sake, for a testimony to them. 10 And the 
gospel must first be preached to all the nations. 
 
Everywhere Paul and the other disciples went they were 
met with some sort of resistance. 
 
So when he says in Romans 15:23 “there is no place for me 
in these parts” I don’t think he’s referring to feeling 
unwelcome, he expects that. 
 
I think what he’s saying is that there is nowhere else in 
these parts for me to proclaim the gospel. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%2013&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24727c
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I must move on from here to the next place the spirit is 
leading me. 
 
Which seems like, ok no big deal, he’s continuing his 
ministry somewhere else, isn’t that what he’s supposed to 
do? 
 
Exactly! 
 
But he’s not doing any of this for his own agenda. 
 
He is very intentional; he is letting God direct him in this 
area. 
 
Which is a lesson to all of us, sometimes we have 
completed the work we are supposed to do in a certain 
area. 
 
In our walk with Christ, we will go through different 
seasons. 
 
Which means he will allow us to be at a certain job or live 
in a certain place for a period of time until he has 
accomplished what he wants accomplished. 
 
We have to be able to discern these times though.  
 
Sometimes we get comfortable places and don’t want to 
leave… 
 
So God makes us uncomfortable in order to get us to 
move. 
 
Sometimes we are miserable somewhere and God won’t 
provide a way out. 
 
That means you are there for a reason, so instead of 
wallowing in it, ask God to help you see what it is he wants 
you to accomplish. 
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Paul is expressing that he feels the spirit of God telling 
him that his time there is done and it’s time to move on. 
 
Maybe God is telling you it’s time for you to move on in an 
area or your life. 
 
Maybe the future seems unsure and scary. 
 
Maybe it seems uncertain or risky. 
 
Stepping out in faith often does. 
 
But how can our faith grow if we don’t exercise it, by 
trusting in God and taking that step. 
 
I can say this, if God is calling to you to move, he will 
provide the way. 
 
He will provide you with the resources you need. 
 
Maybe not the ones you want but he will provide you with 
what you need. 
 
You have to ask yourself if you are going to trust him. 
 
We see no hesitation in the Apostle Paul, because he was 
fully reliant on the Lord. 
 
He trusted him in all things and committed himself to the 
mission God had given him. 
 
Despite the difficulties and the pain, he knew ultimately it 
was all worth it. 
 
I urge you to be of the same mindset. 
 
Trust in the Lord and his perfect plan. 
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Psalm 40:1-3 
I waited patiently for the Lord; 
And He inclined to me, 
And heard my cry. 
2 He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, 
Out of the miry clay, 
And set my feet upon a rock, 
And established my steps. 
3 He has put a new song in my mouth— 
Praise to our God; 
Many will see it and fear, 
And will trust in the Lord. 
 
David doesn’t say that he asked and God gave. 
 
He said I waited patiently for the Lord. 
 
God will move but it is on his timeline and not ours. 
 
His perfect timing. 
 
But what you can’t do is not move when God says it’s time 
and then say “well I was just being patient” 
 
Trust me God knows how to get you to move, better to do it 
his way than try to fight it. 
 
Romans 15:24 
24 whenever I journey to Spain, [h]I shall come to you. For I 
hope to see you on my journey, and to be helped on my 
way there by you, if first I may enjoy your company for a 
while. 
 
What a shift! 
 
Just think about all the things Paul has covered in this 
letter but now we hear his desire to just spend time with 
fellow believers. 
 
He knew how important fellowship within the church is. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28328h
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And he desired to just spend time with this group of 
people. 
 
I can totally relate. 
 
I greatly enjoy our Wednesday evenings together. 
 
I greatly enjoy men’s night. 
 
One of my favorite nights of the year is our Salt Church 
family Christmas. 
 
Because that’s what we are, we are family and the time we 
spend together is important in its necessary. 
 
John 13:34,35 
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another. 35 By this all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
It’s hard to love each other if we don’t know each other, 
and it’s hard to know each other if we don’t spend quality 
time together. 
 
And you know what? 
 
We don’t only have to hang out at church! 
 
I encourage you to spend time with each other. 
 
Invite someone to lunch, have a family over for dinner. 
 
Go bowling! 
 
Don’t be afraid to enjoy each other’s company. 
 
Don’t be afraid to have fun. 
 
It’s ok to enjoy life. 
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To be happy when God provides. 
 
You want to know the secret to a fulfilling life? 
 
Find Joy in God! 
 
For some reason many Christians feel like having fun is 
wrong. 
 
A few months ago, a big group of us went bowling, we had 
an absolute blast! 
 
Without a single drop of alcohol. 
 
It’s amazing the wonderful times you can have when you 
are surrounded by likeminded people that you care about 
and that care about you. 
 
This is exactly what Paul is talking about. 
 
Just enjoying spending time with people that he cares 
about. 
 
Romans 15:24 
24 whenever I journey to Spain, [h]I shall come to you. For I 
hope to see you on my journey, and to be helped on my 
way there by you, if first I may enjoy your company for a 
while. 
 
Romans 15:25,26 
25 But now I am going to Jerusalem to [i]minister to the 
saints. 26 For it pleased those from Macedonia and 
Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor 
among the saints who are in Jerusalem.  
 
When Paul says he is going to minister to the saints he’s 
not speaking of preaching. 
 
He’s talking about ministering to their needs. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28328h
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The churches in Macedonia and Achaia sent money via 
Paul to the saints in Jerusalem. 
 
Kind of like we send money to Honduras to support David 
and Cindy and I.E.R. 
 
It is of the utmost importance that we help other 
ministries financially. 
 
It is of the utmost importance that we as church members 
support this ministry financially. 
 
Which I will say you guys are very generous. 
 
It is because of your generosity that we didn’t have to get 
a loan from the bank to purchase the new building. 
 
Paul says that they were pleased to give… 
 
God loves a cheerful giver 
 
2nd Corinthians 9:6-9 
6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and he who sows [d]bountifully will also 
reap [e]bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes 
in his heart, not grudgingly or of [f]necessity; for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you, that you, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for 
every good work. 9 As it is written: 
“He has dispersed abroad, 
He has given to the poor; 
His righteousness endures forever.” 
 
There are several important lessons in this section of 
scripture. 
 
But I want to focus on the state of the givers heart. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28963d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28963e
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Because Paul made it a point to say that it pleased the 
people of the church to give to the saints that were in 
Jerusalem. 
 
They were happy to help. 
 
Giving is a wonderful way to help minister to people. 
 
But the state of your heart when you give and the 
motivation behind why you give matters. 
 
Remember that’s what God is looking at. 
 
If you gave a million dollars to help feed the poor but did 
it for your own satisfaction then that brings no glory or 
satisfaction to the Lord. 
 
So often people help or give to be seen.  
 
They do it as a way to counteract their sin (as if that’s 
even possible) 
 
They do it because they hope to get something in return. 
 
There are so many reasons that people give that are 
wrong and selfish. 
 
Yes, the bible says that those who give cheerfully will be 
blessed, but those blessings can’t be the motivation. 
 
The motivation must be for God’s glory and for his 
purpose. 
 
Otherwise, it’s completely pointless. 
 
It may bring you a temporary feeling of satisfaction but 
there are no heavenly rewards if your motives are impure. 
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Matthew 6:2 
Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound 
a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory 
from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their 
reward. 
 
And that reward is what exactly? 
 
Being glorified by men. Which has no eternal implications. 
 
Romans15:27 
27 It pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. 
For if the Gentiles have been partakers of their 
spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them in 
material things. 
 
The Gentiles received the gospel of salvation from the 
Jews; therefore were bound to minister to them in what 
was needed for the body.  
 
Romans 1:16 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel [c]of Christ, for it is 
the power of God to salvation for everyone who 
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  
 
I think we forget that the Jewish people were presented 
with the gospel first. 
 
Many of them as we know rejected it but it was the ones 
who received it and believed that it was truth that were 
used by God to bring the message to the gentiles. 
 
This left the gentiles indebted to the Jewish converts. 
 
And they were overjoyed to repay that debt. 
 
They were excited and happy to help the people that 
brought them the message of the saving Gospel of our 
lord Jesus. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans1&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27947c
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Paul wrote this letter most likely in AD 58. 
 
During that time the church in Jerusalem was 
experiencing not only great persecution but great 
poverty. 
 
There was a famine throughout Palestine during that 
time, many Christian men lost their jobs or were thrown in 
prison. 
 
This made a bad situation even worse. 
 
There was a great need. 
 
Which would’ve been why Paul made an appeal to the 
churches in Macedonia and Achaia. 
 
And they were more than happy to help. 
 
This type of ministry helped to ensure that walls that 
previously existed between Jew and gentile were not 
rebuilt. 
 
During this time there was still a great deal of unrest and 
distrust between the Jewish and Gentile believers. 
 
This gesture from these primarily gentile churches that 
were for the most part poor themselves, was a powerful 
gesture of love. 
 
And I’m sure it went a long way in what was a difficult 
road ahead as the new believers learned to live in 
harmony with one another.  
 
Romans 15:28 
28 Therefore, when I have performed this and have 
sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of you to 
Spain 
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Paul was overjoyed with the generous gift that he had 
the honor and pleasure of bringing to the saints in 
Jerusalem. 
 
By him “putting his seal” on this gift he was saying that it 
was a true gift from the heart. 
 
There were no ulterior motives behind it. 
 
The gift was solely to help those in need and repay them 
for the spiritual blessings they had bestowed upon the 
gentiles. 
 
Paul mentions again that he plans to visit the Roman 
church on his way to Spain. 
 
But his present priority was to demonstrate gentile love 
for Jewish believers by delivering this offering to them. 
 
Paul’s priority was always to stay within the will of God. 
 
He put Gods desires for him first in everything he did. 
 
I have to wonder if we do this, and if we do it well… 
 
And what I mean by that is do we prioritize what God wants 
over what we want? 
 
Do we have a kingdom mindset? 
 
Focused on what God wants for us. 
 
Focused on his will and not our own. 
 
Life gets busy and it happens so fast. 
 
Before we know it we are running in a thousand different 
directions going 100 miles an hour. 
 
Never slowing down long enough to see if we are doing 
what God wants us to do. 
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We need to slow down and make sure we are walking 
according to what God wants. 
 
Paul said he desperately wanted to visit the roman 
church but he also said that it was not yet in the will of 
God. 
 
Meaning that he put Gods will and plan ahead of his own. 
 
Romans 15:29 
 29 But I know that when I come to you, I shall come in the 
fullness of the blessing [j]of the gospel of Christ. 
 
When the time does come that he is able to come visit it 
will be when God provides a way. 
 
Because Paul lived in continual obedience to the Lord, his 
life was always blessed. 
 
Obviously, this blessing did not exclude physical 
hardships or persecution. 
 
Which we should always remember, being blessed by God 
doesn’t mean there won’t be difficult or trying times. 
 
But Paul would not allow any of those things to rob him 
of the fulness of that blessing. 
 
We should process life the same way. 
 
You see we have a choice whether or not we let things rob 
us of feeling the fullness God’s blessing. 
 
You don’t have to be happy all the time to enjoy the 
fulness of God’s blessing. 
 
But you do have to be obedient if you want to experience 
the fulness of his blessings. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans15&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28333j
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Just imagine how many times our sin has cost us from 
experiencing everything God wanted us to. 
 
How many blessings we kept ourselves from receiving. 
 
You may be engaged in something right now that is 
stopping you from experiencing the blessings of the Lord. 
 
And when I said that if things popped into your head, then 
that’s the Holy Spirit letting you know maybe it’s time to 
step away from those things. 
 
We all have areas that we are weak and we struggle in, 
myself included. 
 
We have all done things that have caused us to miss out 
on the fulness of God’s blessing. 
 
But that doesn’t mean we give up. 
 
Proverbs 24:16 
For a righteous man may fall seven times And rise again, 
But the wicked shall fall by calamity. 
 
It’s ok if you fall, its ok if you fall over and over. 
 
You’re only doomed if refuse to get back up. 
 
Only you can make the decision to get back up. 
 
If you seek the will of God he will give you the strength 
you need to get back up. 
 
You can’t do it on your own. 
 
You can try and may succeed for a little while but 
eventually you won’t have any strength left and without 
Gods help you as proverbs says “fall into calamity” 
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Romans 15:30-32 
30 Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you 
strive together with me in prayers to God for me, 31 that I 
may be delivered from those in Judea who [k]do not 
believe, and that my service for Jerusalem may be 
acceptable to the saints, 32 that I may come to you with 
joy by the will of God, and may be refreshed together 
with you.  
 
Again, we have one of Paul’s famous run-on sentences. 
 
Let’s look at the first part 
 
Romans 15:30 
30 Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you 
strive together with me in prayers to God for me,  
 
Paul is making a petition to the Roman Church to join him 
in prayer for his upcoming mission trip. 
 
The phrase “through the love of the Spirit” is only seen in 
this one instance in scripture. 
 
And it’s not talking about the Holy Spirit’s love for Paul 
but rather his love for the Holy Spirit. 
 
But we hear Paul asking for Prayers! 
 
Some of your translations may say instead of “strive with 
me”, “struggle together with me.” 
 
Paul is inviting them into this struggle with him, to join him 
in prayer. 
 
When we ask for prayers, we are asking those praying 
with us and for us to join us in whatever struggle we are 
dealing with. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28335k
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We should take this seriously, and understand the 
magnitude of what that really means. 
 
To pray for someone that is going through or may go 
through something difficult is to join them in that 
struggle. 
 
And here we have Paul, the Apostle of all the Apostles. 
 
Asking for prayer, asking this faithful church to join him 
in his struggle. 
 
This shows us that no matter how mature we are, how 
faithful we are, how willing we are to suffer, how much 
we desire to walk in the will of God we still need prayer! 
 
The prayers of a faithful church are a powerful thing as 
we have seen right here in our own little church. 
 
We have seen miraculous healings of Lori and Tom. 
 
We have seen God move through his people to meet the 
needs of those within the church as well as those that 
are not part of our church. 
 
I have seen my own father be healed and brought back 
from deaths doorstep. 
 
If you are struggling with something and need prayer, 
maybe it’s very personal, maybe it’s embarrassing or 
painful… 
 
Can I urge you to go to one of our prayer team members or 
church elders and ask them to pray for you. 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. 
 



 21 

But in everything go to him in prayer. 
 
Sometimes that means confessing your sins to a trusted 
fellow believer and having them pray for you. 
 
James 5:13-16 
13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone 
cheerful? Let him sing psalms. 14 Is anyone among you 
sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of 
the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, 
and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed 
sins, he will be forgiven. 16 [j]Confess your trespasses to 
one another, and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The effective, [k]fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avails much. 
 
I used to struggle with the part that says the prayers of a 
righteous man avail much. 
 
Because I knew myself and I knew I was far from 
righteous. 
 
And then one day it hit me, I have been credited with 
righteousness because of what Jesus accomplished on the 
cross. 
 
So with that new mindset it opened the door for me to 
truly understand what that verse meant. 
 
In romans 15 Paul is asking for the church to pray with 
him and for him. 
 
Knowing that there are sinful people within the church, 
he still asked… why? 
 
Because they had been credited with righteousness 
because of their faith in Jesus. 
 
And the same goes for us. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%205&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30371j
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There are many ways we serve our brothers and sisters in 
Christ but one of the absolute most important is by 
praying for them. 
 
Romans 15:30,31 
30 Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you 
strive together with me in prayers to God for me, 31 that I 
may be delivered from those in Judea who [k]do not 
believe, and that my service for Jerusalem may be 
acceptable to the saints,  
 
Paul knew he was about to be faced with more 
persecution, he knew that there were difficult days 
ahead for him as he travelled to Jerusalem. 
 
So, he asked for prayer to be delivered from the non-
believers. 
 
His desire was to be able to minster to the saints in 
Jerusalem and then continue on his missionary journey. 
 
But he knew that he could face major delays with 
potential imprisonment. 
 
His desire was to continue on and he didn’t want to be 
held up by the religious leaders or the Roman 
government. 
 
so he asked for prayer. 
 
He also wanted “his service to be acceptable to the 
saints” 
 
He wanted to be able to meet the needs of the people. 
 
Both daily physical needs as well as spiritual needs. 
 
These prayers were answered in that he was delivered 
from death but not imprisonment. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28335k
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Acts chapter 21 cover Paul’s visit to Jerusalem.  
 
I encourage you guys to read it. 
 
The book of Acts is an amazing book, that’s why Cliff is 
teaching it in a Sunday school class! 
 
Romans 15:32 
, 32 that I may come to you with joy by the will of God, and 
may be refreshed together with you.  
 
This is still part of Paul’s prayer request, and it’s the 
most personal of them all. 
 
As we saw earlier his desire to visit the roman church and 
enjoy their company, he reiterates that desire in this 
request. 
 
To not be hindered in Jerusalem so that he can come to 
them with joy, knowing that he completely fulfilled the 
will of God. 
 
And then that he may enjoy a time of rest and fellowship 
so that he can be refreshed and continue on his 
missionary journey. 
 
Are you seeking Joy in the fulfillment of the will of God? 
 
Do you even think about life that way? 
 
That being in the will of God should bring you joy? 
 
Are you taking the time you need to be refreshed by other 
believers. 
 
My hope is that we will all process life this way, looking 
to be satisfied in the will of God. 
 
Finding joy when you are aligned with his will. 
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And being intentional when it comes to spending quality 
time with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Romans 15:33 
33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 
 
Paul ends his prayer request with a blessing. 
 
Which is how I would like to end today. 
 
As we draw near to the end of this wonderfully powerful 
book, I truly hope each one of you has been blessed by the 
teaching of it. 
 
I hope we all learned all something that changed how we 
look at Gods word and how we look at him. 
 
I hope we all have a better appreciation for the doctrines 
that we studied. 
 
As Paul wrote to the Ephesian church he included a 
beautiful prayer that I would like to pray for you all 
today as we end. 
 
I would like to ask you all to please stand  
 
Ephesians 3:14-19 
14 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [f]of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant 
you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner 
man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may 
be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
width and length and depth and height— 19 to know the 
love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God. 
 
May God bless you all. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%203&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29266f

