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Romans 9:14-18 
explaining the inexplicable 

 
What we have in chapter 9 is one of the most if not the 
most debated topic in all of scripture. 
 
This is a topic that drives some away from church and 
brings others to church. 
 
It has been debated since it was written. 
 
There are several different viewpoints and the argument 
could be made that they can all be supported with 
scripture. 
 
So what I teach today and what pastor Bo has been 
teaching is what we believe with every fiber of our being. 
 
In fact, the doctrine of the elect is what brought me back 
to church. 
 
My entire life growing up I was taught that I was the one 
that chose Christ. 
 
That I was the one that invited him into my heart. 
 
That I made him lord of my life… 
 
Can we make God do anything? 
 
Of course we can’t. 
 
But we can acknowledge he is Lord and we can worship 
him as Lord. 
 
We can recognize him as Lord of our life.  
 
When I became old enough to read and understand the 
Bible for myself, I realized there’s no sinner’s prayer. 
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There is no mention of inviting Jesus into our hearts… 
 
I would hear pastors say things like this and in my mind I 
knew the Bible didn’t say that. 
 
I would see complete avoidance of this topic and couldn’t 
understand why. 
 
Well now I understand why they avoided it or maybe even 
twisted it. 
 
It was because they didn’t want to upset people. 
 
They didn’t want numbers to decrease. 
 
Our calling as Christians is to share the gospel, it is to 
represent Christ well in all we do. 
 
It is to serve and love our neighbor. 
 
It is to serve and love our king. 
 
It is not to save the lost. 
 
That’s up to God. 
 
So I have a question… 
 
Can we save anyone? 
 
Do we have the ability to give salvation to anyone? 
 
Then why would think that we could save ourselves? 
 
It brings me great comfort knowing that the people in this 
room don’t have to depend on me for salvation. 
 
Can God use us as vessels to deliver the Gospel? 
 
Absolutely! but he is the one that saves. 
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We should only be concerned with planting and watering 
seeds.  
 
1st Corinthians 3:6,7 
 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the 
growth. 7 So then neither the one who plants nor the 
one who waters is anything, but God who causes the 
growth. 
 
I understand that some people may have a different view 
on the doctrine of the elect and how God works in our 
salvation and that’s ok. 
 
Please know I’m not mad or upset with anyone that 
disagrees. 
 
Because here’s what I know… 
 
There are two requirements to be a Christian, faith in 
Jesus Christ and repentance of sins. 
 
God doesn’t condemn us for having a different view of 
salvation or eschatology. 
 
But there is something that we absolutely must agree on. 
 
The Bible in its original form is the infallible word of God. 
 
Which means we must believe every word in it. 
 
As a pastor I will be held accountable for what I teach. 
 
And my conviction in this area is that God is sovereign in 
all things to include our salvation. 
 
Now I’m going to tell you guys something that may shock 
you. 
 
I am not a Calvinist and neither is Pastor Bo. 
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First of all, I think the term Calvinist sends the message 
that we worship John Calvin and that’s certainly not the 
case. 
 
In fact, we don’t agree 100% with the Calvinist viewpoint. 
 
So, what do we believe? 
 
We believe the Bible is the infallible inspired word of God. 
 
We believe in the Father, Son and Holy spirit. 
 
We believe that Jesus was born of a virgin and lived a 
perfect sinless life. 
 
We believe that he was crucified, that he died and rose 
again on the third day and now sits in glory at the right 
hand of the father making intercession for us! 
 
And the father found his sacrifice acceptable to atone 
for the sins of those that would believe. 
 
We believe that we are saved by grace through faith 
which is a gift from God that no man should boast! 
 
We believe that the gift of faith drives us to confession 
and repentance. 
 
We believe that without God we have no hope and that we 
are dead in our transgressions. 
 
These are undeniable truths of scripture.  
 
Given to us by God himself so that we may know the truth. 
 
Which brings us to the text for today. 
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Romans 9:14-18 
14 What shall we say then? Is there any unrighteousness 
with God? May it never be! 15 For He says to Moses, “I will 
have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then 
it does not depend on the one who wills or the one 
who runs, but on God who has mercy. 17 For the 
Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I 
raised you up, in order to demonstrate My power in you, 
and in order that My name might be 
proclaimed [h]throughout the whole earth.” 18 So then He 
has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He 
desires. 
 
The title of today’s sermon is explaining the inexplicable. 
 
Paul is doing his best to convey what most will consider a 
very difficult truth. 
 
In his desire to explain something so deep and so profound 
he is trying to preemptively answer any questions that 
may arise as well as combat any bad theology. 
 
Which is what all Christians should do. 
 
1st Peter 3:15 
15 but [i]sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
always being ready to make [j]a defense to everyone who 
asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, 
yet with gentleness and fear,  
 
In order to defend our faith we must know the word of 
God. 
 
The vast majority of American Christians don’t have any 
idea why they believe what they believe. 
 
So many people just take their pastors word for it. 
 
I encourage you to judge everything I say with the word of 
God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%209&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28173h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20peter%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30440i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20peter%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30440j
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Make sure that what I’m saying is absolute truth. 
 
And if you come across something that seems as if it 
doesn’t align with what the Bible says then please come to 
me and let’s talk about it. 
 
These verses in romans chapter 9 are some of the most 
difficult in the Bible for some people. 
 
And Paul knew that! 
 
That’s why he says what he says in verse 14 
 
Romans 9:14 
14 What shall we say then? Is there any unrighteousness 
with God? May it never be!  
 
What is the common response from a child that feels as if 
they have gotten the short end of the stick? 
 
That’s not fair! 
 
And Paul knows that’s exactly how the readers of this 
letter will respond to what he has just said in  
 
Romans 9:13 
13 Just as it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 
 
So is it fair? 
 
Is it fair that God loved Jacob and hated Esau? 
 
Yes it is…. 
 
Well Pastor how can you say that? 
 
Well exactly the same way Paul says it. 
 
Is there any unrighteousness in God? 
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And the answer is of course not. 
 
The first thing that we have to remember is that we are 
all born sinful. 
 
Believe it or not the majority of evangelical Christians 
believe that we are either born good or neutral… 
 
So how do we know that we are born into sin? 
 
Psalm 51:5 
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my 
mother conceived me. 
 
That’s the niv and if we look at the Greek it is the best 
translation for that verse according to how speak today. 
 
The NKJV says it this way 
 
Psalm 51:5 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my 
mother conceived me. 
 
Well that sounds like maybe his mother conceived him out 
of wedlock, but we know that’s not the case because king 
David had older brothers. 
 
Well pastor I still don’t know if I believe that we are born 
sinful, I mean an infant doesn’t know right from wrong. 
 
And that is true, but when we are born, we have inherited 
the sin nature. 
 
How do we know? 
 
The wages of sin is death right? 
 
So if babies are born completely innocent then why do 
some of them die? 
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And the answer is because we are sinful from the moment 
of conception as king David said. 
 
We are born physically alive but spiritually dead. 
 
Ephesians 2:4-7 
4 But God, being rich in mercy because of His great love 
with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead [e]in 
our transgressions, made us alive together [f]with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up 
with Him, and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to 
come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  
 
We are dead in our sins until God opens our eyes. 
 
Until he breathes the breath of life into us, giving us the 
free gift of faith. 
 
Until he calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 
So let’s think about this. 
 
What do dead people do? 
 
Nothing, they are dead. 
 
If we are dead in our sins what would cause us to seek 
God? 
 
God does! God! He who can bring dead things to life. 
 
Just like when Jesus called Lazarus out of the grave, he 
was dead. 
 
That’s why Jesus waited four days, so there would be no 
doubt as to whether or not he was actually dead! 
 
So we are like Lazarus, we are dead in our sins until God 
breathes the breath of life into us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202&version=LSB#fen-LSB-29235e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202&version=LSB#fen-LSB-29235f
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Romans 9:14 
14 What shall we say then? Is there any unrighteousness 
with God? May it never be!  
 
 
So why did God choose Jacob to become Israel? 
 
Why did he choose Abraham to be the father of many 
nations? 
 
Why did he choose Moses to lead his people out of 
captivity? 
 
Why did he choose Mary to be the mother of the Christ? 
 
Why did he choose the Apostle Paul to be the apostle to 
the gentiles? 
 
Why did he choose you to be here today to hear this 
sermon? 
 
Why did choose me to be Pastor? 
 
I’m glad you asked…. 
 
Paul knew you were going to… 
 
Romans 9:15 
15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion.” 
 
Everyone that God has chosen is because it is what he 
desired according to will. 
 
Not because they have done something deserving of his 
blessings. 
 
Our problem is that we think God owes mankind something. 
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We think we deserve something that we don’t. 
 
We want God to be fair right? 
 
Actually we don’t, if we wanted God to be fair then 
everyone deserves hell. 
 
There’s no way around it. 
 
For none are righteous no not one. 
 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
 
For the wages of sin is death. 
 
What we should want is God’s grace and mercy. 
 
Because in his infinite grace he can open our eyes to the 
truth of who we really are. 
 
Evil sinful people, that will continue in sin and darkness 
unless he intervenes in our life. 
 
We must come to terms with the fact that we are hopeless 
unless God graciously opens our eyes so that we can see 
how desperately we need him. 
 
Romans 9:15 
15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion.” 
 
Moses had just been through a very trying experience. 
 
While he was on mount Sinai receiving the two tablets 
from the Lord the People of Israel grew impatient and 
made for themselves out of their golden jewelry a calf to 
worship. 
 
And what was Gods response to this gross display of 
idolatry? 
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He commanded that about three thousand of them be put 
to death. 
 
Now he would’ve been completely justified in killing them 
all. 
 
But he sovereignly chose to only execute 3,000 as a 
warning to the others and also to preserve the nation of 
Israel. 
 
Horrified by their great sin Moses makes intercession for 
his people. 
 
Exodus 32:31,32 
31 Then Moses returned to Yahweh and said, “Alas, this 
people has [q]committed a great sin, and they have 
made [r]gods of gold for themselves. 32 But now, if You 
will forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out from 
Your book which You have written!” 
 
Does this last line sound familiar? 
 
We heard something very similar from the Apostle Paul a 
few weeks ago… 
 
Romans 9:3 
3 For I could [a]wish that I myself 
were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of 
my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh,  4 who 
are Israelites,   
 
Both of these men were willing to be eternally separated 
from God if it meant sparing the nation of Israel… 
 
They had both seen and experienced the goodness of God 
and desperately wanted the nation of Israel to know 
what they knew. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2032&version=LSB#fen-LSB-2470q
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2032&version=LSB#fen-LSB-2470r
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%209&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28159a
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Both moses and Paul had encountered a gracious God 
that saved them and they wanted that same salvation for 
their brothers and sisters. 
 
Romans 9:15 
15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion.” 
 
So let’s look at this interaction between Moses and the 
Lord. 
 
Exodus 33:12 
12 Then Moses said to Yahweh, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring 
up this people!’ But You Yourself have not let me 
know whom You will send with me. Moreover, You have 
said, ‘I have known you by name, and you have also found 
favor in My sight.’ 
 
Had Moses done something special to find favor in the 
eyes of the lord? 
 
Had he done something that impressed God and that’s why 
he chose him? 
 
Not in the least! 
 
Moses was a murderer. 
 
He disobeyed the covenant of circumcision and for that 
disobedience the Lord almost took his life. 
 
When God called him to be the one to address the 
Pharoah on his behalf, he argued with God saying that he 
couldn’t speak well. 
 
So, no Moses hadn’t done anything to deserve this position 
God bestowed upon him. 
 
But God said he knew Moses by name…. 
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This tells us that Moses’ name was one the names that had 
been written in the Lambs book of life before the 
foundations of the earth. 
 
Exodus 33:13-17 
13 So now, I pray You, if I have found favor in Your 
sight, let me know Your ways that I may know You, so 
that I may find favor in Your sight. See also, that this 
nation is Your people.” 14 And He said, “My presence 
shall go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 Then he 
said to Him, “If Your presence does not go with us, do not 
lead us up from here.16 Indeed, how then can it be known 
that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? 
Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and Your 
people, may be distinguished from all the other people 
who are upon the face of the [d]earth?” 
 
Moses knew that unless the presence of God was with 
them that they would fail, the people would tear each 
other apart and all die in the wilderness. 
 
Only the presence of the Lord would set them apart from 
all the other nations of the world. 
 
Without God they would be just as helpless and hopeless 
as everyone else. 
 

Exodus 33:17-19 
17 Then Yahweh said to Moses, “I will also do this thing of 
which you have spoken; for you have found favor in My 
sight, and I have known you by name.” 18 Then [e]Moses 
said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” 19 And He said, “I 
Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and I 
will proclaim the name of Yahweh before you; and I will 
be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will show 
compassion on whom I will show compassion.” 
 
In other words, God sparing the people and continuing to 
guide them was based solely on his grace and compassion. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2033&version=LSB#fen-LSB-2490d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2033&version=LSB#fen-LSB-2492e
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It was because he chose to do this and for no other 
reason than it was what he wanted to do. 
 
The lord had the absolute power to either condemn them 
for their idolatry or to graciously save them and he 
reminds moses of this fact. 
 
God’s sovereignty and his grace are not only compatible 
but they are inseparable. 
 
Because all men are sinful and deserve Gods 
condemnation, no person is wronged or treated unjustly 
if God chooses to condemn them. 
 
That is justice, his mercy towards any person is purely by 
his grace. 
 
Meaning he will show saving grace on whom he chooses 
according to his perfect sovereign will. 
 
To further prove his point Paul goes on in romans 9:16 to 
say: 
 
Romans 9:16 
16 So then it does not depend on the one who wills or the 
one who runs, but on God who has mercy. 
 
It is neither man’s choice nor his pursuit that initiates 
mercy for the sinner. 
 
Salvation cannot be accomplished by man’s choice or 
earned by eager pursuit. 
 
What would cause an evil sinful man to seek a holy 
perfect God? 
 
Prior to salvation we seek fleshly pleasures, we seek 
what we desire according to our own will… 
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What would make us think for even a moment that we 
would just suddenly decide one day to pursue 
righteousness? 
 
Romans 5:6-8 
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ 
died for the ungodly.7 For one will hardly die for a 
righteous man, [d]though perhaps for the good man 
someone would dare even to die. 8 But 
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  
 
Christ died for us because we are weak, ungodly sinners. 
 
He died for us so that we may be forgiven of our sins. 
 
Nowhere does it say that he died for us because he knew 
one day on our own without the intervention of God, we 
would come to know the truth. 
 
Where would we get the faith required to believe in Jesus 
if God doesn’t give it to us? 
 
Do you think we would just suddenly one day repent of 
our sins on our own? 
 
You cannot find anything in the bible that supports that 
thought process. 
 
Here’s the scripture that people use to support that 
thought process…. 
 
John 3:16 
16 “For God [d]so loved the world, that He gave His [e]only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life.  
 
This is absolute truth. 
 
Whoever believes in Jesus shall have eternal life… 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%205&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28055d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-26137d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-26137e
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But what causes them to believe? 
 
Romans 10:13 
for “WHOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL 
BE SAVED.” 
 
this is also absolute truth… 
 
but what causes them to call upon the name of the Lord? 
 
Here’s what our Lord Jesus says  
 
John 6:60-65 
60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they 
heard this said, “This is a difficult statement; who can 
listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in Himself that His 
disciples were grumbling at this, said to them, “Does 
this cause you to stumble? 62 What then if you see the Son 
of Man ascending to where He was before? 63 The Spirit is 
the One who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are 
life. 64 But there are some of you who do not 
believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they 
were who did not believe, and who it was that 
would [j]betray Him.65 And He was saying, “For this 
reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me 
unless it has been granted him from the Father. 
 
We can disagree on a lot of things but we must agree that 
the Bible is absolutely true. 
 
I know that there are some in here that just don’t agree 
and that’s ok. 
 
It doesn’t mean that I don’t love you, it doesn’t mean that 
I’m angry with you. 
 
Some of you may be sitting here wondering how do I know 
that God chose me? 
 
Well the fact that you’re here today is not by accident. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%206&version=LSB#fen-LSB-26322j
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I believe that every person in this room is here by divine 
appointment. 
 
Everyone that is here is here because the creator of the 
universe wanted you to hear this message. 
 
Some of you may be wondering how do I know if my faith is 
real? 
 
So we need to ask ourselves a few questions… 
 
First… Do you love Jesus perfectly? 
 
Well to love Jesus perfectly would be to perfectly keep 
his commands so we can’t love him perfectly. 
 
Next, do you love him as you should? 
 
Well we should love him perfectly so the answer to that 
question is the same as the first. 
 
If we can recognize that we have fallen short that is the 
first step. 
 
The last question is the most important… 
 
Do you love him at all? 
 
Do you love the Jesus of the bible at all? 
 
Do you love him more than your sin? 
 
Do you desire a deeper relationship with him? 
 
Are you consistently working out your salvation with 
fear and trembling? 
 
The standards we are called to are high. 
 
We must persevere. 
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We must strive towards holy living. 
 
Not because God is keeping score, not because we can 
earn his favor or our salvation but because we were 
created for the purpose of bringing glory to God. 
 
And what better way to bring glory to him than simply do 
what he asks of us, 
 
Love the lord your God with all heart soul mind and 
strength and love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 
 
Now the next few verses are difficult truths, but that 
does not make them any less true. 
 
Romans 9:17 
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very 
purpose I raised you up, in order to demonstrate My 
power in you, and in order that My name might be 
proclaimed [h]throughout the whole earth.”  
 
We must first remember that everyone in a position of 
authority has been placed there by God. 
 
Romans 13:1 
Every [a]person is to be in subjection to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except [b]from God, 
and those which exist have been appointed by God. 
 
And generally our first response to this is “what about 
all the evil men that have ruled throughout history.” 
 
Here’s what I have to say about that. 
 
God gives the people what they ask for. 
 
If you have an evil nation that despises the Lord he will 
appoint an evil ruler over them. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%209&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28173h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2013&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28268a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2013&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28268b
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Pharoah was in the ultimate position of authority over 
Egypt for a specific purpose, and that was so that all the 
nations would see what God did to him and his armies. 
 
But this goes much deeper than leaders, this can be said 
for every person that has ever lived. 
 
Everyone has been created for a specific reason. 
 
And in a broader sense we were all created for the same 
reason. 
 
To bring glory to God. 
 
Well how do non-believers bring glory to God? 
 
Some are like Pharoah used to accomplish Gods will and 
for God to make an example of. 
 
But everyone that does not belong God will bring glory 
to him. 
 
Philippians 2:9-11 
9 Therefore, God also highly exalted Him, and bestowed 
on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 
that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ 
is [h]Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
On the day of judgement those that belong to Christ will 
have already bowed to him as king, they will have already 
confessed their sins and confessed Jesus as Lord. 
 
But those that rejected him and his sacrifice will bow and 
they will confess to the glory of God the father. 
 
When that day comes Pharoah will be among those that 
bow and confess. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202&version=LSB#fen-LSB-29403h
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But how do we know that Gods plan to use Pharoah in this 
way worked? 
 
Joshua 9:8,9 
8 But they said to Joshua, “We are your servants.” Then 
Joshua said to them, “Who are you and where do you 
come from?” 9 They said to him, “Your servants have come 
from a very far country because of the [e]fame of 
Yahweh your God; for we have heard the report of Him 
and all that He did in Egypt,  
 
God’s will is going to be accomplished. 
 
His plans never fail and he is never thwarted. 
 
He always has been and always be in control. 
 
And that should bring us great comfort as Christians! 
 
To know that the God we serve is in control. 
 
When everything in our life seems to be falling apart he is 
working out all things for our good. 
 
That he can take the messes we make and turn them into 
powerful messages about how he sets people free. 
 
To know that every test we endure as a child of God will 
one day be turned into a testimony of what God has done 
our life. 
 
So, here’s the question we have to ask ourselves… 
 
Why wouldn’t we want God to be in control? 
 
If we don’t want God to be in control that means we desire 
that control. 
 
We want that power and authority. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua%209&version=LSB#fen-LSB-6047e
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That means that we don’t want to submit every part of our 
lives to the one who gave us life. 
 
It is a good good thing that God is control. 
 
I speak from experience, that when I try to control things 
on my own, I tend to mess it up. 
 
If I think I’m in control I become prideful and arrogant and 
ultimately someone ends up getting hurt. 
 
You guys ready for another difficult verse? 
 
Romans 9:18 
18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and 
He hardens whom He desires. 
 
Passages such as this point to the unreconcilable tension 
between Gods sovereignty and mans will. 
 
Esau was rejected before he was born, judas was 
appointed to betray Jesus. 
 
Yet both men themselves chose to follow sin and unbelief. 
 
Jesus explained to his disciples in John 15:16 “you did not 
choose me, but I chose you, and appointed you” 
 
He also proclaimed to unbelieving Jews in John 8:24 “you 
shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am he 
you shall die in you sins” 
 
And in john 3:18 Jesus says “he who does not believe has 
been judged already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten son of God.” 
 
In other words… it is because of men’s natural and willing 
unbelief that God is justified in condemning those who 
already deserve it. 
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So we must ask ourselves who are we to sit in judgement 
over a holy perfect God that chooses to extend grace and 
mercy to some? 
 
Paul answers this question later in chapter 9 but I think 
the insight those verses provide are necessary to 
explaining this thoroughly. 
 
Romans 9:19-21 
19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? 
For who resists His will?” 20 On the contrary, who are 
you, O man, who answers back to God? Will the thing 
molded say to the molder, “Why did you make me like 
this”? 21 Or does not the potter have authority over the 
clay, to make from the same lump one vessel [i]for 
honorable use and another [j]for dishonorable use?  
 
It is ok if we don’t understand it. 
 
In fact, I don’t know of anyone that has ever understood 
it. 
 
And here’s why… 
 
God is infinitely wise, he is infinitely perfect, infinitely 
holy and infinitely just. 
 
We on the other hand are finite… meaning we are limited. 
 
We have limitations, so if we are limited as to what we can 
know and understand we can never expect to understand 
a God that is limitless. 
 
But what we can do is trust him, in fact we must trust him. 
 
We can believe what he has said through his word is 
absolutely true. 
 
In fact that’s what we are called to do is to believe. 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%209&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28177i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%209&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28177j
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I’d like to leave you guys with a few thoughts as we close 
today. 
 
We are all born sinful. 
 
Psalm 51:5 
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my 
mother conceived me. 
 
The first step to salvation is knowing that you are a 
sinner and you need to be saved. 
 
That happens when God opens your eyes to truth of who 
Jesus is. 
 
Which is our savior, his blood poured out for all that 
would believe. 
 
John 3:16 
16 “For God [d]so loved the world, that He gave His [e]only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life.  
 
Jesus’s death on the cross only atones for those that 
believe. 
 
If his death covered every sin that everyone had ever 
committed then everyone would go to heaven because 
they would be without sin… 
 
We saw very clearly today that God chooses whom he 
wants to according to his sovereign will. 
 
Romans 9:18 
18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and 
He hardens whom He desires. 
 
And in his mercy when he reveals to us the truth of who 
Jesus is we find him irresistible. 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-26137d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-26137e
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John 6:39,40 
39 Now this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all 
that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the 
last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father, that 
everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him will have 
eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last 
day.” 
 
And as those that have been called according to Gods 
perfect and sovereign will we must persevere to the end. 
 
James 1:2-4 
2 Consider it all joy, my brothers, when you 
encounter various [b]trials,3 knowing that the testing of 
your faith brings about perseverance. 4 And 
let perseverance have its perfect work, so that you may 
be [c]perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
 
We must persevere beloved. 
 
We must never stop loving God and loving people. 
 
We must never stop growing deeper in our faith. 
 
We must never stop making disciples. 
 
Until Jesus calls us home we must live for him and the 
glory of our heavenly father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30269b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30271c
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