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Romans 3:21-31 
Righteousness through faith 

 
For the past two and a half chapters we have heard the 
apostle Paul expound in great detail on the sinful nature 
of man. 
 
We have heard him boldly proclaim that man is inherently 
sinful and destitute. 
 
He has gone to great extent to explain the law and the 
purpose of the law. 
 
He has made it abundantly clear that without the 
intervention of God into our lives we have absolutely no 
hope whatsoever. 
 
He has given warnings to both the believer and non-
believer. 
 
We have heard the consequences of unrepentant sin. 
 
We have heard that God has left man without excuse 
when it comes to knowing who he is. 
 
Paul has spent the last 2 chapters trying to guide us to 
where we are today. 
 
The last section of chapter 3 starts with a word that 
gives hope, it offers an alternative to the lifestyle that 
God condemns. 
 
A three-letter word that opens the door for us to 
understand the doctrine of justification. 
 
The word but…. 
 
We have heard about the dangers, now Paul shifts to 
what can save us for those dangers. 
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Paul’s gospel presentation starting in chapter 1 started 
with the fact that the wrath of God will be poured out 
upon the unrighteous. 
 
Now Paul is going to begin his explanation on how we can 
be declared righteous and thereby be spared from the 
wrath of God. 
 
Notice I didn’t say how we can become righteous. 
 
There’s a difference in being righteous and being 
declared righteous. 
 
As Pastor Bo taught us last week “there are none who 
are righteous not even one” 
 
So, in our fallen nature we can never be righteous. 
 
We cannot attain righteousness because we are 
incapable. 
 
UNLESS God intervenes and reveals the truth to us. 
 
Unless he reveals to us that we are totally depraved. 
 
That we are horrible wretched sinners and we 
desperately need a savior.  
 
And there is only one who can save us and that is our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
2nd Corinthians 5:21 
21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
 
We may only be declared righteous through Christ. 
 
This is the doctrine of justification. 
 
There is nothing you can do to bypass it, there is nothing 
you can do to earn it. 
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We can only be found righteous by our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
You see the doctrine of justification through faith didn’t 
start in the New Testament. 
 
It started in the beginning. 
 
Adam and eves son Abel was declared righteous because 
of his faith. 
 
Hebrews 11:4 
4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness 
that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and 
through it he being dead still speaks. 
 
Enoch’s faith was so great that he never saw death 
 
Hebrews 11:5,6 
5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see 
death, “and was not found, because God had taken him”; 
for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He 
is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him. 
 
Noah was declared righteous. 
 
Genesis 6:9 
9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was 
a righteous man, [f]blameless among those in his 
generations; Noah walked with God.  
 
This would be the first time the word righteous is used in 
scripture.  
 
Then we have Abraham 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%206&version=LSB#fen-LSB-147f
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Gensis 15:4-6 
4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 
“This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come 
from your own body shall be your heir.” 5 Then He 
brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, 
and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And 
He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 
6 And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him 
for righteousness. 
 
We can only be declared righteous if we have faith in God. 
 
Trusting that Jesus is our savior. 
 
Hebrews 11:1-3 
Now faith is the [a]substance of things hoped for, 
the [b]evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders 
obtained a good testimony. 
3 By faith we understand that the [c]worlds were framed 
by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible. 
 
This tells what faith is, but where does it come from? 
 
Do we acquire faith by research? 
Do we earn faith by obeying the law of God? 
 
Ephesians 2:4-10 
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone 
should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2011&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30174a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2011&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30174b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2011&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30176c
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We are declared righteous on account of faith which is a 
gift from God! 
 
This is a definitive truth. 
 
As humans we want to be in control. 
 
We want to have the final say. 
 
We want to be the one that dictates our life. 
 
But as Christians we know that just isn’t how it works. 
 
We know that we must submit our lives to the lordship of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Forsaking this world and the things of this world to 
follow him. 
 
As we just read in Ephesians we were created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, beforehand that we may walk in 
them. 
 
This means that before the earth was ever created God 
had already planned out how he would provide us 
opportunities to serve our lord. 
 
This is another way he is telling us that our works aren’t 
what saves us, they weren’t even our idea… 
 
They are fruit of our salvation. 
 
Paul also says in Ephesians that we were created in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
We have to remember at the moment of salvation we are a 
new creation. 
 
Not rebuilt but completely recreated. 
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All of this to bring us to the text for today! 
 
Romans 3:21-31 
 
Romans 3:21 
21 But now apart [i]from the Law the righteousness of 
God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and 
the Prophets,  
 
Paul starts by saying “but now” 
 
This means he is changing his approach to the message he 
is trying to convey. 
 
So in order for us to understand the shift we have to look 
back a few verses  
 
Romans 3:19,20 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to 
those who are under the law, that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become [e]guilty before 
God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will 
be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge 
of sin. 
 
Who is under the law? 
 
The unredeemed. The lost. 
 
As we discussed a few weeks ago the Jews received the 
written law through moses and the gentiles had the law 
of God written on their hearts so that no man is without 
excuse. 
 
We know first-hand that perfectly keeping the law is 
impossible which is why we need a savior. 
 
Now in verse 21 Paul begins his explanation on how God 
provides the righteousness that is necessary for 
salvation. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28013i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28011e
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Romans 3:21 
21 But now apart [i]from the Law the righteousness of 
God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and 
the Prophets,  
 
Now, after backing all of sinful mankind into a corner, 
both Jew and gentile, it’s as if there is no escape from the 
wrath of God. 
 
He takes us to a place where we realize how hopeless we 
are unless God intervenes. 
 
Paul now begins to open the window of divine grace that 
lets in the glorious light of salvation that God himself 
has provided. 
 
So how has the righteousness of God been manifested 
apart from the law? 
 
Through his son Jesus Christ and his perfect life. 
 
Matthew 5:17 
“Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.” 
 
Jesus fulfilled the law by never breaking it. 
 
he also fulfilled all the prophecies given by the prophets 
about the messiah. 
 
By perfectly fulfilling the law Jesus was the spotless 
lamb of God.  
 
The only worthy sacrifice to atone for the sins of his 
followers. 
 
At the end of verse 21 Paul writes “being witnessed by the 
law and the prophets” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28013i
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This statement is directed primarily at the Jews whose 
whole religion centered around the law and the 
prophets. 
 
This is simply a reference to the Old Testament. 
 
In other words, Paul is not speaking about a new kind of 
righteousness but about the same divine righteousness 
that is spoken of all throughout the Old Testament. 
 
Romans 3:22 
22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all those [j]who believe; for there is no 
distinction;  
 
The perfect saving righteousness of God is not received 
by legalism but is acquired only by faith in his son. 
 
I know that right now there are people in here doubting 
themselves. 
 
Doubting if their faith is real “saving faith” so let’s take a 
minute to talk about that. 
 
When we realize that our faith isn’t about anything we’ve 
done it can create doubt. 
 
“Well, if I’m not the reason I have faith then how do I know 
my faith is real” 
 
First, I would say I’m glad my faith isn’t dependent on me. 
 
I would much rather God be responsible for my faith 
instead of it being up to me. 
 
If our faith was dependent on us, we would never have 
faith. 
 
As Pastor Bo taught us last week “for no one is righteous 
no not one.” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28014j
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“There is none who seek for God, all have turned aside 
together they have become worthless” 
 
This is who we are without the intervention of God. 
 
We have to remember God is the initiator of us seeking him. 
 
He has revealed himself through his law and the prophets 
as well through his creation. 
 
If you are here today, he is revealing himself through the 
preaching of his word. 
 
So, it is a good and wonderful thing that our faith is a gift 
from God and that Christ Jesus is the author and 
perfector of our faith. 
 
He has initiated that process by the fact that you are here 
today. 
 
I truly believe that every person that is here is here by 
divine appointment. 
 
So, if you doubt your faith I encourage to earnestly seek 
God. 
 
Hebrews 11:6 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who draws near to God must believe that He is 
and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  
 
How wonderful to know that God rewards those that 
seek him. 
 
And James 4:8 says God draws near to those that draw 
near to him. 
 
And how do we do that? 
 
How do we draw near to God? 
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By spending time in his word, diligently seeking his will in 
our lives. 
 
If you have doubts about your faith the first thing you 
need to ask yourself is “am I drawing near to God? Am I 
truly seeking him?” 
 
Keep in mind this doesn’t include those that seek just any 
god. 
 
They must be seeking the one true God. 
 
There are lots people that are seeking the wrong god. 
 
The majority of people are seeking a god of their own 
making. 
 
One that accepts their sin and won’t pass eternal 
judgment on them. 
 
To seek those gods will lead to your destruction.  
 
And seeking God doesn’t mean just coming to church on 
Sundays and Wednesdays. 
 
It doesn’t mean being legalistic to try and appease him. 
 
I think we have proven beyond any doubt that legalism 
can’t save you. 
 
To seek God means truly spending time in his word and in 
prayer. 
 
It means removing the things from your life that do not 
glorify him. 
 
We tend to get caught up in our day-to-day life and 
neglect the fact that we are called to draw near to God 
so that he will draw near to us. 
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We get so focused on the temporal we forget about the 
eternal. 
 
And then what happens…  
 
Tragedy strikes and we feel so disconnected from God 
because we haven’t been drawing near to him, we haven’t 
been earnestly seeking him. 
 
Jesus must be first in our lives.  
Not just when things go wrong, but every day. 
 
Romans 3:22 
22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all those [j]who believe; for there is no 
distinction;  
 
Paul ends verse 22 by saying for there is no distinction… 
 
No distinction of who? 
 
Well, we will clearly see who he is talking about in verse 
23 
 
Romans 3:23 
23 for all [k]have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 
 
There is no distinction among mankind, every single one of 
us are guilty of breaking Gods law. 
 
Every one of us are guilty of sin. 
 
There is also no distinction between those that are saved. 
 
It doesn’t matter what sin we are guilty of, prostitution, 
theft, murder, false teacher… 
 
Jesus said in John 6:37 “the one who comes to me I will 
certainly not cast out” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28014j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28015k
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It doesn’t matter if you recognized Jesus as Lord of your 
life when you were 5 and walked faithfully with him until 
your death or if that revelation came to you on your 
deathbed. 
 
Both of those people will enter in the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Romans 3:23 
23 for all [k]have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 
 
None of us can ever attain the glory of God because we 
are all tainted by sin. 
 
Paul is reiterating everything he said in chapter 1 up until 
this point. 
 
None are righteous, none are worthy, all are guilty. 
 
Something people come to me with quite often is how to 
address the feeling of being unworthy. 
 
They say things like “I just don’t feel worthy of what 
Jesus did for me” 
 
Guess what… 
 
None of us are worthy or deserving of what Jesus did on 
that cross for us. 
 
But it’s not about us. 
 
He didn’t sacrifice his life on the cross to save a 
wonderful, innocent group of people that were worthy 
of his sacrifice. 
 
The whole reason he had to die for us is because we are 
sinful people completely unworthy of eternity in heaven. 
 
So, feeling unworthy is a good thing. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28015k
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That means you have recognized the true significance of 
what Christ did for us. 
 
That means you feel the weight of the magnitude and the 
impact of his death and resurrection. 
 
Now feeling unworthy and feeling sorry for yourself are 
two totally different things. 
 
Don’t be consumed with self-pity. 
 
Recognize that none of us are worthy, be grateful for 
God’s grace that has been poured out over you by 
revealing his son to you and glorify him by how you live 
your life. 
 
Romans 3:24 
24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  
 
In verse 20 Paul writes by the works of the law no flesh 
will be justified. 
 
So we know that law cannot justify us or declare us 
righteous because of our inability to keep it. 
 
Now Paul is telling us how we can be justified. 
 
By what means we are declared righteous. 
 
He goes on to tell us that God’s grace is a gift. 
 
Can you earn a gift? 
 
No! a gift is free that’s what makes it a gift. 
 
We are saved by grace through faith. 
 
Both of which are free gifts from God. 
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The way we are justified before God is through 
redemption in Christ. 
 
The Greek word for redemption means to pay a ransom. 
 
We were all at one-point prisoners of our sin. 
 
Held captive by our flesh, chained to the evil desires of 
our fallen nature. 
 
Doomed to an eternity of punishment. 
 
And the only way we can be set free is if Jesus has paid 
our ransom. 
 
Which is what he did on the cross. 
 
The word justified is a legal term, it means to go before a 
judge and be found innocent. 
 
Well as Christians we know we are guilty, but when we 
stand before the Judge we are justified or found innocent 
because Jesus has already paid the due penalty for our 
crimes.  
 
Galatians 2:5,6 
5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as 
a ransom for all, the witness for [d]this proper time. 
 
Jesus is the only way to the father. 
 
Make no mistake. 
 
There are not multiple ways to heaven. 
 
And it’s not a Jesus of your own making, it is only the Jesus 
of the bible. 
 
He must be lord of your life, He requires full submission 
not partial acknowledgement. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20timothy%202&version=LSB#fen-LSB-29723d
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There are many people that will have you believe that as 
long as you claim with your words that Jesus is the son of 
God then that’s all it takes. 
No repentance necessary. 
 
If that’s the case then why did Jesus say in Mark 1:14,15 
 
Mark 1:14,15 
14 Now after John had been delivered up into custody, 
Jesus came into Galilee, [h]preaching the gospel of 
God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God [i]is at hand; repent and [j]believe in the gospel.” 
 
Repent and believe, there is absolutely a call on us to 
change. 
 
To turn away from our sins and have faith in Jesus. 
 
In fact, those are the only two requirements to be a 
Christian. 
 
Faith and repentance. 
 
And if you have those two things they will produce 
obedience. 
 
Without question and without fail. 
 
Romans 3:25 
25 whom God displayed publicly as a [l]propitiation [m]in His 
blood through faith, for a demonstration of His 
righteousness, [n]because in the forbearance of God 
He passed over the sins previously committed;  
 
Ok we’ve got a lot to unpack in this verse. 
 
So we’re going to break it up into a few different sections. 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-24230h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-24231i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-24231j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28017l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28017m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28017n
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Romans 3:24,25a 
 24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God 
displayed publicly as a [l]propitiation  
 
Every person the Roman government crucified they did so 
on a the side of a busy road as to make an example of them. 
 
As if to say “this is what happens if you choose to 
challenge Rome” 
 
Jesus’s crucifixion didn’t take place secretly behind 
closed doors like his mock trial. 
 
No, he was beaten and displayed very openly and publicly 
on the cross, and he most likely would’ve been completely 
naked as was the roman tradition. 
 
They didn’t just want to make an example of you, they 
wanted to humiliate you in the process as well. 
 
They wanted you to die in pain and being openly mocked 
and ridiculed as to quell other potential enemies of the 
state from causing any trouble. 
 
I think that’s one of the reasons public baptisms is so 
important, Jesus willingly went to the cross and died that 
awful death for the world to see, the least we can do is 
make a public proclamation of our devotion to him. 
 
I also think we give the romans to much credit sometimes. 
 
Meaning that anything they did to Jesus was because he 
allowed it. 
 
Verse 25 says “who God displayed publicly” 
 
Not “who Rome displayed publicly” 
 
Make no mistake these people were instruments in the 
execution of the Fathers will. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28017l


 17 

Isaiah 53:10 
Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to 
grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He 
shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the 
pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 
 
Bear in mind this was always the plan for the redemption 
of mankind. 
 
From the very beginning the father and the son knew that 
all of this would take place. 
 
Romans 3:25a 
whom God displayed publicly as a [l]propitiation  
 
now let’s talk about the word propitiation. 
 
This is definitely not a word that is in our daily 
vocabulary. 
 
It is a very interesting word in that it used a few different 
times in scripture and holds a significant meaning. 
 
In the New Testament it always refers to the work of God. 
 
It means to satisfy; Jesus was the only worthy sacrifice to 
satisfy the righteous judgement of God. 
 
In the Old Testament the word was used in reference to 
the mercy seat on the ark of the covenant. 
 
Where the high priest went once a year on the day of 
atonement to make a sacrifice on behalf of the people. 
 
He would sprinkle blood on the mercy seat which 
symbolized the payment of the penalty for his sins and the 
sins of the people. 
 
But that act, although divinely appointed and honored by 
God had no power to remove or pay the penalty for sin. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28017l
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It could only point to the true and effective offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all, for by one offering 
he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 
 
Romans 3:25a,b 
25 whom God displayed publicly as a [l]propitiation [m]in His 
blood through faith, for a demonstration of His 
righteousness,  
 
As we discussed the word propitiation means to satisfy. 
 
Jesus’s blood satisfied the due penalty for our sin. 
 
1st peter1:18,19 
18 knowing that you were not [q]redeemed with 
corruptible things like silver or gold from your futile 
conduct inherited from your forefathers,19 but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ.  
 

We are redeemed by the most precious thing to ever exist. 
 
The perfect spotless blood of Christ, poured out for our 
sins. 
 
The blood of the eternal Son that saw fit to pay the 
ransom for our sins. 
 
And I’m so grateful, I’m so grateful that he saved me 
because I was without a doubt headed straight for 
destruction. 
 
But a loving father opened my eyes to the fact that Jesus 
was reaching out his hand to save me. 
 
My whole life I had been searching for something but 
didn’t know what that something was until that moment. 
 
And every person in this room right now is searching for 
something. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28017l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28017m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20peter%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30393q
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Some of you are searching for a deeper relationship with 
Jesus. 
 
Some of you are searching for the truth. 
 
Some of you are searching for peace. 
 
Some of you are searching for hope and a future. 
 
Can I just tell you every one of those things are found in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
If you will surrender it all to him. 
 
Romans 3:25 
25 whom God displayed publicly as a [l]propitiation [m]in His 
blood through faith, for a demonstration of His 
righteousness, [n]because in the forbearance of God 
He passed over the sins previously committed;  
 
God not only manifested his divine righteousness by 
offering his own son but also used that act of divine 
grace to demonstrate his divine righteousness. 
 
Through such an incomparable sacrifice, God provided 
the necessary punishment for sin that was sufficient to 
wash away the sins of every believer that would ever live. 
 
because in the forbearance of God He passed over the 
sins previously committed;  
 
let’s put this in terms we use today. 
 
In Gods patience he overlooked the sins previously 
committed. 
 
This doesn’t mean that he is unaware or that he condones 
even the smallest of sins. 
 
What it does mean is that he withheld his judgment of sin 
for a period of time. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28017l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28017m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28017n
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After the fall when God could have destroyed Adam and 
Eve which would have destroyed the entire human race, 
he passed over their sins. 
 
Even in the flood as we learned on Wednesday night God 
still saved eight people. 
 
God’s ultimate judgment of sin was withheld until he 
poured that judgement out on his son. 
 
Romans 3:26 
26 for the demonstration of His righteousness at the 
present time, so that He would be just and the justifier 
of the one who [o]has faith in Jesus. 
 
The Father withheld his judgement until he was able to 
display it for the world to see. 
 
He was just in that sin was punished, and he was the 
justifier in that he was the one that provided the 
sacrifice. 
 
Since he is just and punished sin this demonstrated his 
righteousness. 
 
And Paul ends this verse by saying “of the one who has 
faith in Jesus.” 
 
This is the third time in the last 4 verses he references 
faith in Jesus. 
 
It’s as if he is making sure that his readers understand 
faith in Christ is a requirement in order to be justified or 
declared righteous in the eyes of the father. 
 
God is perfectly merciful and gracious as well as 
perfectly just. 
 
But he will never sacrifice one for the other. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28018o
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God will never allow his justice to be diminished by his 
mercy. 
 
In his infinite wisdom he exercised perfect mercy and 
justice in one act. 
 
He showed his mercy for sinners by allowing his son to be 
sacrificed for their sins. 
 
Jesus was punished as if he had committed our sins and 
therefore, he suffered the wrath of Gods judgement. 
 
This satisfied Gods justice. 
 
Romans 3:27 
27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of 
law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith.  
 
As Christians we should be keenly aware of the fact that 
we are not better than everyone else. 
 
But that’s what people think about us. 
 
Oh those Christians think they’re so good.  
 
Holy rollers  
 
Bible thumpers 
 
They think they’re better than everyone else. 
 
When the true Christian knows we aren’t better than 
anyone. 
 
The difference is that we recognize our sin for what it is. 
 
We strive to live a life that reflects our love for Christ, 
knowing all the while we are completely undeserving of 
what he’s done for us. 
 
We should never be proud but forever grateful. 
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We should never be self-righteous thinking that our good 
works makes us better than others. 
 
In reality we should be broken over our sin, humbled by 
the fact that a perfect God has adopted us into his family. 
 
Humbled by the fact that while we were still sinners 
Jesus died on the cross for us. 
 
None of these things should ever bring us a sense of pride 
but rather humility knowing all the while we are so 
undeserving. 
 
Our boasting is excluded by the law of faith, and we can’t 
boast in our faith because as we learned earlier it’s not 
dependent on us but rather it is a gift from God. 
 
Romans 3:28 
 28 [p]For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart 
from works [q]of the Law. 
 
Paul is driving home the point he has made numerous times 
already. 
 
And this is how Paul operates; he will often reiterate or 
repeat himself. 
 
And he does this because he was often accused by false 
teachers of misrepresenting the gospel. 
 
Paul was accused of saying that as Christians we have a 
license to sin since God’s grace covers our sins. 
 
And here’s his reply to that  
 
Romans 6:1,2 
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so 
that grace may increase? 2 May it never be! How shall we 
who died to sin still live in it? 
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Don’t allow yourself to be trapped in that lie from the 
enemy. 
 
The one that says it doesn’t matter if I sin, my sin is already 
forgiven and covered by the grace of God. 
 
A true child of God knows better. 
 
That’s why Paul says how can he who has died to sin live in 
it any longer. 
 
2nd Peter 2:21,22 
21 For it would be better for them not to have known the 
way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 
away from the holy commandment handed on to 
them. 22 The [h]message of the true proverb has happened 
to them, “A dog returns to its own vomit,” and, “A sow, 
after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.” 
 
Don’t let this verse be about you. 
 
Romans 3:29 
29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of 
Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 
 
There is only one true God and when it comes to salvation 
he does not differentiate based on race, sex, height or 
weight, he is the God of all those who have repented and 
placed their faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Paul makes this statement in anticipation of what some 
Jews would say in regard to justification by faith. 
 
Many Jews in biblical times believed that gentiles were 
outside the domain of “their” God.  
 
Instead of considering themselves as belonging to God, 
they considered God as belonging to them. 
 
Take Jonah for example. 
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He didn’t flee from Ninevah because he was afraid that he 
would be unsuccessful, he fled because he was afraid he 
would be successful and God would use him to draw that 
gentile pagan nation to himself. 
 
Paul is also probably feeling the weight of his own 
prejudice prior to his conversion. 
 
Knowing how he used to feel towards gentiles would be 
the same way his Jewish brothers may feel so he is 
answering the question before its even asked. 
 
Romans 3:30 
30 since indeed God, who will justify 
the [r]circumcised [s]by faith and the [t]uncircumcised 
through that faith, is one. 
 
Just as there is only one God there is only one way of 
salvation and that is through his son Jesus Christ. 
 
Circumcised and uncircumcised is another way of 
differentiating between Jew and gentile. 
 
It’s as if Paul wants to make sure that he has made his 
point abundantly clear. 
 
To leave no room for misinterpretation or manipulation of 
what he is saying. 
 
Paul will continue throughout the entirety of this letter 
to drive home the point which is: salvation has always 
come through faith and nothing else. 
 
Romans 3:31 
31 Do we then abolish [u]the Law through faith? May it 
never be! On the contrary, we establish the Law. 
 
So far today we have talked about the wonderful Grace 
of God and the doctrine of justification. 
 
Now Let’s talk about soteriology… 
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Some of you probably know what that is but for those of 
you that don’t it is the doctrine of salvation. 
 
Paul’s closing argument in chapter 3 is that the law has 
never been a means to attain salvation  
 
The cross doesn’t nullify the law but confirms the law. 
 
The Jewish people had become so hyper focused on the 
law and keeping the law that it had become their object of 
worship. 
 
They had placed their faith in the law for salvation 
instead of placing their faith in the law giver. 
 
They missed the point that the law had been given to put 
on display the righteous standards of a perfect holy God. 
 
The purpose of the law was to drive men to God, knowing 
that it was impossible for them to the keep the law, they 
should long for the lord to rescue from the penalty of 
the law. 
 
So let’s finish with how the law is established by the 
cross. 
 
John Macarthur gives us three ways that sum it up 
beautifully. 
 
First it establishes the law by paying the penalty of death 
which is required for sin. 
 
The wages of sin is…. Death  
 
By living a perfect sinless life and giving his life for all 
of his followers he satisfied the requirement of the law. 
 
The second way the cross establishes the law is by 
fulfilling it’s purpose in driving men to faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
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And third the cross provides believers the potential of 
fulfilling it. 
 
Romans 8:3,4 
3 For what the Law could not do, [b]weak as it was 
through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the 
likeness of [c]sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the righteous 
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do 
not walk according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 
 
We must walk according the spirt, we must walk by faith 
and not by sight. 
 
We have been justified or declared righteous through our 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
We have attained salvation by grace through faith. 
 
And faith we have not because of anything that we’ve 
done but faith that is a gift from God so that none of us 
can boast. 
 
I encourage you to draw near to God every day, don’t wait 
until things get tough. 
 
In fact, when things are going great draw even closer to 
him, ask to help you not to become prideful or lazy. 
 
Ask him to help you be a good steward of the blessing he 
has provided for you. 
 
Remember God rewards those that earnestly seek him. 
 
And not with earthly rewards but with rewards that 
cannot purchased and are more precious than Gold. 
 
An abundant life in Christ. 
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Not an abundance of material things but an abundance of 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, 
faithfulness and self-control. 
 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all these things will 
be added unto you. 
 
 


