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Genesis 22:20-24 & 23 
Sarah… Abrahams Queen 

 
 

Last week we studied the account of Abraham as he was 
called to his greatest test of faith… 
 
To sacrifice his son Isaac. 
 
We saw Abraham in great faith without hesitation do 
exactly what the Lord called him to do. 
 
We also saw God show up at the perfect time and stop 
Abraham.  
 
God himself honoring Abrahams faith by providing a 
sacrifice in his place. 
 
Does anyone remember what that sacrifice was? 
 
A ram tangled in the briars. 
 
We then heard the Lord reiterate through an angel the 
same promise he had made Abraham many times over. 
 
That he would not only bless Abraham with more 
descendants than stars in the sky and grains of sand on 
the seashore but that the entire earth would ultimately 
be blessed through the line of Abraham. 
 
And how exactly is that the entire world would 
ultimately be blessed through the line of Abraham? 
 
Because Jesus would come from the line of Abraham! 
 
So that leaves us with just a few verses that end chapter 
22. 
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And while they may seem insignificant at first glance 
because it’s just a bunch of names there is one name that 
will be of the utmost importance. 
 
Genesis 22:20-24 
20 Now it happened after these things, that it was told to 
Abraham, saying, “Behold, Milcah [g]also has borne 
children to your brother Nahor: 21 Uz his firstborn and 
Buz his brother and Kemuel the father of Aram 22 and 
Chesed and Hazo and Pildash and Jidlaph and 
Bethuel.” 23 And Bethuel [h]was the father of Rebekah. 
These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s 
brother.24 And his concubine, whose name was 
Reumah, [i]also bore Tebah and Gaham and Tahash and 
Maacah. 
 
This section starts out by saying it was told to Abraham… 
 
This tells us that although they were separated by a 
great distance information still traveled back and 
forth.. 
 
But this is the first mention of Nahor  
(Abraham’s brother) since Abraham was called out of 
Haran. 
 
And out of all those names there is one name that is very 
special and will end up being an intrical part in Gods 
redemptive plan. 
 
Someone that will play a major role in future events. 
 
Rebekah! 
 
So we hear all those names to give us a glimpse into what 
lies ahead. 
 
As we saw last week chapter 22 contains a blessing, 
which is wonderful, exciting and fulfilling. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2022&version=LSB#fen-LSB-568g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2022&version=LSB#fen-LSB-571h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2022&version=LSB#fen-LSB-572i
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We witnessed Abraham successfully passing the greatest 
test of faith that maybe anyone has ever endured. 
 
But bear in mind he was only able to pass hat great test 
because God provided him the strength and faith 
necessary in that moment. 
 
His peace was in the Lord and the power of his God. 
 
I can only imagine that homecoming after leaving the land 
of Moriah was so very sweet. 
 
I wonder what they talked about on that three-day 
journey home… 
 
And what joy must’ve been in Abraham’s heart seeing God 
move in such a powerful way. 
 
But much like life, moments of joy eventually give way to 
moments of grief which is what we will see tonight. 
 
Tonight we will read about the death of Sarah. 
 
Abrahams beloved wife of over 100 years. 
 
The wife that was with him from the beginning of his 
journey. 
 
The wife that as we read in the New Testament was a 
faithful woman and an example to all women of the faith 
that were to follow her. 
 
My hope is tonight that you will see her as that wife, as 
that mother. 
 
That we will see the fact that she was a real person, with 
a very important calling on her life. 
 
I think we tend to forget that these are real people that 
we are studying. 
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They aren’t just characters in a story. 
 
We are reading their legacy and we know that their 
stories are important because they are included in the 
bible. 
 
We watch tv shows and movies and we get so invested in 
the characters. 
 
We are truly moved to laughter, fear, anxiety and even 
mourning. 
 
But when we study the bible it’s as if those emotions are 
lost on us because we can’t see them or visually 
experience what’s going on. 
 
My hope is that tonight will be different. 
 
My hope is that this story will jump off the pages and come 
to life right before our eyes. 
 
Genesis 23:1 
And [a]Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the 
life of Sarah. 
 
Sarah is the only woman in the Bible whose age is 
mentioned at the time of her death. 
 
There is something very special about this woman. 
 
We have to keep that in mind as work our way through 
tonight. 
 
Genesis 23:2 
2 Sarah died in Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land 
of Canaan; and Abraham [b]came to mourn for Sarah and 
to weep for her.  
 
I can’t even begin to imagine the depths of such a profound 
loss. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2023&version=LSB#fen-LSB-573a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2023&version=LSB#fen-LSB-574b
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The Hebrew word used for mourn is: lis·pōḏ 
 
this means to tear the hair and beat the breasts. 
 
This is a word full of raw human emotion that we miss if 
we don’t go to the original word. 
 
Today very few couples make it to 50 years of marriage, 
even fewer make it beyond that. 
 
But here we have Abraham and Sarah who were married 
over 100 years. 
 
The memories they shared both good and bad were 
innumerable. 
 
The depths of their love for one another unfathomable. 
 
When we hear that Abraham wept for her as he mourned 
her death that doesn’t even begin to describe just how 
vast the loss he felt was. 
 
We read that she died in Hebron which would’ve been in 
the very heart of the promised land. 
 
At the time of her death Abraham would’ve been 137 and 
Isaac their son would’ve been 37. 
 
Sarah was Abraham’s soul-mate on his epic journey, she 
was there for every failure and every success. 
 
She bore witness to every promise God had made him being 
fulfilled. 
 
She herself also experienced some failures. 
 
She went along with Abrahams lies about her being his 
sister. 
 
It was her idea to offer up her maid servant Hagar to 
Abraham as a wife so that by her he could have a child. 
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She laughed when the lord said that she would have a 
child at the age of 91. 
 
But despite her failures she was a faithful woman. 
 
She believed God and she served her husband well. 
 
Hebrews 11:11,12 
11 By faith even Sarah herself [k]received [l]ability to 
conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she 
regarded Him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore 
there were born even of one man, and him as good as 
dead [m]at that, as many as the stars of heaven in number, 
and innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 
 
We hear so much about Abraham’s faith but this verse 
focuses on Sarah’s faith. 
 
If she had any doubts they were quickly dispersed because 
as we read here it was because of her faith that she was 
able to bear a child at such an old age. 
 
Sarah was great woman, a good wife, a good mother, she 
loved her husband and her son but most importantly of 
all she loved the Lord and she trusted him, she believed in 
him. 
 
And just like Abraham it was because she believed the 
Lord that was counted as righteous. 
 
Genesis 23:3-6 
3 Then Abraham rose from before his dead and spoke to 
the sons of Heth, saying, 4 “I am a sojourner and a 
foreign resident among you; give me a possession for a 
burial site among you that I may bury my dead out of my 
sight.” 5 And the sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying 
to him, 6 “Hear us, my lord, you are a [c]mighty prince 
among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our burial 
sites; none of us will refuse you his burial sites for 
burying your dead.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2011&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30184k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2011&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30184l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2011&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30185m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2023&version=LSB#fen-LSB-578c
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Bear in mind this entire interaction happens with Abraham 
standing over the body of his wife. 
 
A man greatly respected by those he is addressing; we can 
tell they hold him in high regard because they say he is a 
mighty prince among them. 
 
Although the Hebrew says something a little different 
than “mighty prince” 
 
Literally translated these men said to Abraham. “you are 
Gods chosen one among us.” 
 
Now that means something very different to our ears 
does it not? 
 
To us there is a huge difference between a prince and 
Gods chosen one. 
 
This tells us that they saw the same in thing Abraham that 
Abimelech saw. 
 
There was something very different about him. 
 
In this interaction we also see Abraham exhibit great 
faith. 
 
Can anyone tell me how he shows faith in this instance? 
 
Remember the promise that God made him so long ago? 
 
Genesis 13:14,15 
14 And Yahweh said to Abram, after Lot had separated 
from him, “Now lift up your eyes and look from the place 
where you are, northward and southward and eastward 
and westward; 15 for all the land which you see, I will 
give it to you and to your seed forever.  
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Abraham exhibits faith when he asks for a burial plot in 
this land because he believed what God had told him over 
50 years ago, that his offspring would inherit the land 
and he wanted his wife buried where their future 
generations would live. 
 
This was a public declaration whether or not anyone 
realized it. 
 
Abraham was looking far beyond the present. 
 
Just as we should be looking far beyond the present. 
 
Remember we are not citizens of this earth but citizens of 
where? 
 
Heaven! 
 
Philippians 3:20 
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we 
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
That is why we must always conduct ourselves as such. 
 
The world is looking to us to see if we truly live what the 
bible says. 
 
This is what people saw in Abraham, he lived his life for 
the Lord and not the world. 
 
As we know he was not without his flaws but it’s those 
flaws and mistakes where we get to see Gods wonderful 
grace and forgiveness poured out over Abraham. 
 
And just like Abraham we are ambassadors for the 
kingdom of God. 
 
2nd Corinthians 5:20 
20 So then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as God is 
pleading through us. We beg you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God.  
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Our mission as Christians is to represent Christ well, as 
ambassadors. 
 
We have been commissioned by Jesus himself to go and 
proclaim the gospel and make disciples. 
 
We should be telling the lost that God desires to be 
reconciled to them. 
 
That there is coming a day when the wrath of God will 
poured out on the unrighteous. 
 
We should be telling them that they are separated from 
God by their sin and there is only one way to be reconciled 
to the father and that is through the son 
 
2nd Corinthians 5:21 
21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so 
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
 
In our fallen human state, we cannot ever under any 
circumstance achieve righteousness on our own. 
 
Paul says in Romans 3 that none are righteous not even 
one. 
 
And we can never become righteous, we are incapable. 
 
But we can be declared righteous. 
 
Because Jesus has paid the due penalty to justify us 
before a holy perfect God. 
 
We are declared righteous because of our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Abraham and Sarah were declared righteous because of 
their faith in God the father and the fact that they 
believed what he told them. 
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Back to Genesis 23 
 
Genesis 23:8-16 
 8 And he spoke with them, saying, “If it is 
your [d]desire for me to bury my dead out of my sight, hear 
me, and meet with Ephron the son of Zohar for me, 9 that 
he may give me the cave of Machpelah which belongs to 
him, which is at the end of his field; for the full price let 
him give it to me in [e]your presence as a possession for a 
burial site.” 10 Now Ephron was sitting among the sons of 
Heth; and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the 
hearing of the sons of Heth, even of all who went in at 
the gate of his city, saying, 11 “No, my lord, hear me; I give 
you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. In the 
sight of the sons of my people I give it to you; bury your 
dead.” 12 And Abraham bowed before the people of the 
land. 13 And he spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the 
people of the land, saying, “If you will only please hear 
me; I will give the silver for the field, accept it from me 
that I may bury my dead there.” 14 Then Ephron answered 
Abraham, saying to him, 15 “My lord, hear me; a piece of 
land worth [f]four hundred shekels of silver, what is 
that between me and you? So bury your dead.” 16 So 
Abraham heard Ephron; and Abraham weighed out for 
Ephron the silver which he had named in the [g]hearing of 
the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of 
silver, [h]commercial standard. 
 
Abraham was nothing but noble in this interaction. 
 
His desire was to buy the land and bury his wife. 
 
Ephron however took advantage of Abrahams generosity 
in this moment. 
 
A shekel isn’t a denomination of money but rather an 
actual weight. 
 
It weighed slightly less than a half an ounce. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2023&version=LSB#fen-LSB-580d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2023&version=LSB#fen-LSB-581e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2023&version=LSB#fen-LSB-587f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2023&version=LSB#fen-LSB-588g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2023&version=LSB#fen-LSB-588h
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But nonetheless this was an exorbitant amount for the 
piece of land Abraham wanted. 
 
But he didn’t argue, and why not? 
 
Because there was no amount of money to great for a 
place for him to bury his queen. 
 
He also knew that it was just money. 
 
Money that God had blessed him with and since God was 
the source of that blessing, he knew God would as he 
always had, provide for him. 
 
We must always remember that everything we have is 
because God has seen fit to bless us with it. 
 
We own nothing, we are merely stewards, of the 
resources and finances God has been so gracious enough 
to provide us with. 
 
Genesis 23:17,18 
17 So Ephron’s field, which was in Machpelah, which 
faced Mamre, the field and the cave which was in it, and 
all the trees which were in the field, that were [i]within 
all the confines of its border, [j]were deeded over 18 to 
Abraham as purchased in the sight of the sons of Heth, 
before all who came in at the gate of his city.  
 

Mamre was a place of great significance in the life of 
Abraham. 
 
Can anyone tell me what happened there? 
 
That’s where he went and built the altar to the lord when 
he came out of Egypt. 
 
That is where Jesus came to him at the age of 99 and told 
him, that time next year he would have a son. 
 
And Sarah in the tent hearing this did what? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2023&version=LSB#fen-LSB-589i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2023&version=LSB#fen-LSB-589j
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She laughed! 
 
This is also where Abraham stood and watched as the 
smoke rose from the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
 
This piece of property while not in was only about 1-2 
miles away and faced Mamre. 
 
But this cave he bought was much more than just a tomb. 
 
Abraham would be buried there as well as his son Isaac 
and his grandson Jacob. 
 
Jacob would die in Egypt and his sons would take him to 
Hebron to be laid to rest. 
 
Joseph would also die in Egypt and make the sons of Israel 
swear that they would take his bones to the promised 
land also. 
 
And some 430 years later Joshua and the Israelites did 
just that. 
 
This is a beautiful part of history that shows Abrahams 
deep love for his wife. 
 
Here’s my thoughts on this… 
 
The most important person in your life must be Jesus. 
 
The second most important in your life should be your 
spouse. 
 
Who you date matters because ultimately you will marry 
someone you date. 
 
Don’t date just for the sake of it. 
 
You should only be dating Christians. 
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You should only be seeking someone that is deeply and 
passionately in love with the Lord. 
 
A non-believer can never love you the way God intended 
you to be loved. 
 
God is love and he is the provider and sustainer of love. 
 
So if they don’t know Christ they can’t possibly love you 
the way he desires you to be loved. 
 
If you are married then be intentional with your spouse. 
 
Make sure they know how much you love them. 
 
My hope for everyone in this room when their spouse and 
children or family has to bury you, they will be able to say 
that you were Godly person. 
 
That they will be able to say in full confidence that you 
are resting in the arms of Jesus. 
 
That when they think of you a smile will come across their 
face because of how much you loved them. 
 
Genesis 23:19,20 
19 After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave 
of the field at Machpelah facing Mamre (that is, Hebron) 
in the land of Canaan.20 So the field and the cave that is 
in it [k]were deeded over to Abraham for a possession for 
a burial site by the sons of Heth. 
 
 
Jewish tradition holds that Abraham eulogized Sarah in  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2023&version=LSB#fen-LSB-592k
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Proverbs 31:10-31 
10 [d]An excellent wife, who can find? 
For her worth is far above pearls. 
11 The heart of her husband trusts in her, 
And he will have no lack of gain. 
12 She deals bountifully with him for good and not evil 
All the days of her life. 
13 She searches for wool and flax 
And works with her [e]hands [f]in delight. 
14 She is like merchant ships; 
She brings her food from afar. 
15 And she rises while it is still night, 
And gives [g]food to her household 
And a [h]portion to her young women. 
16 She makes plans for a field and buys it; 
From the fruit of her [i]hands she plants a vineyard. 
17 She girds [j]herself with strength 
And makes her arms strong. 
18 She senses that her gain is good; 
Her lamp does not go out at night. 
19 She stretches out her hands to the distaff, 
And her [k]hands hold fast the spindle. 
20 She [l]extends her hand to the poor, 
And she stretches out her hands to the needy. 
21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household, 
For all her household are clothed with scarlet. 
22 She makes coverings for herself; 
Her clothing is fine linen and purple. 
23 Her husband is known in the gates, 
When he sits with the elders of the land. 
24 She makes linen garments and sells them, 
And gives belts to the [m]tradesmen. 
25 Strength and majesty are her clothing, 
And she smiles at the [n]future. 
26 She opens her mouth in wisdom, 
And the [o]instruction of lovingkindness is on her 
tongue. 
27 She watches over the ways of her household, 
And does not eat the bread of [p]idleness. 
28 Her children rise up and bless her; 
As for her husband, he also praises her, saying: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17295d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17298e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17298f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17300g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17300h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17301i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17302j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17304k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17305l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17309m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17310n
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17311o
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17312p
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29 “Many daughters have done excellently, 
But you have gone above them all.” 
30 [q]Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, 
But a woman who [r]fears Yahweh, she shall be praised. 
31 Give to her from the fruit of her hands, 
And let her works praise her in the gates. 
 
A beautiful depiction of a God fearing woman is it not? 
 
But we have no way of knowing if Abraham actually 
wrote this about Sarah in fact I don’t think this is what he 
said as he laid her to rest, mainly because it says her 
children rise up to bless her. 
 
So in my attempt to bring this story to life and help us see 
Abraham and Sarah as real people I did my best to write 
something that Abraham might’ve said as he laid his wife to 
rest. 
 

 
 

Sarah’s eulogy… 
 

I stand before you today a man whose heart has been 
shattered into more pieces than you could ever possibly 
count. 
 
As my tears water the ground that one day I too will be 
returned to, I have an overwhelming sense of peace and 
joy. 
 
Today I will lay to rest the love of my life. 
 
The woman that has been by my side through every failure.  
 
the woman that has supported me and followed me 
without hesitation into the fiery trials of life, and believe 
me there were many. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17315q
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031&version=LSB#fen-LSB-17315r
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And while I grieve today, tomorrow I will rejoice because I 
know that she is resting in the arms of my father, in the 
arms of her father. 
 
And I know that I will see her again. 
 
For 100 years she and I figured out life together. 
 
We had so many stories of success and failure that I 
could never share them all. 
 
But I will do my best to tell you all what she meant to me. 
 
When we started this journey so many years ago neither 
one of us had any idea the blessings we would see 
together. 
 
We could’ve never imagined how God would continue to 
show up for us over and over again. 
 
We made so many mistakes and I am so grateful for her 
patience with me over the years. 
 
No matter what I got us into she never wavered. 
 
She was quick to tell me when I was wrong, but the way 
she did it made me love her even more. 
 
She sacrificed as much as any of us over the years. 
 
She gave herself to me, to our camp, to weary travelers, 
and for the last 37 years to our son. 
 
She was not only quick to make food and bring water for 
visitors but she loved to serve. 
 
There’s an old saying that behind every successful man 
there is a woman telling him what to do. 
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I can vouch that is without a doubt a true statement, at 
least in our case. 
 
She was the perfect woman for me. 
 
Chosen by God himself. 
 
She was more beautiful than any sunset, more 
breathtaking than the wildest thunderstorm. 
 
She was a whirlwind, an unstoppable force of nature, yet 
gentle and kind. 
 
I swear when she smiled the entire earth stopped turning.  
 
And her laughter was so contagious, the most bitter 
person in the world couldn’t help but join in. 
 
I remember the way she would cast a disapproving glance 
in my direction when I was out of line. 
 
Her sharp but not too sharp rebuke when I forgot to do 
something she had asked me to do. 
 
I’ll never forget hearing her laugh as the lord stood 
outside our tent telling me that one year from that day 
she and I would be parents. 
 
And then how red her face turned when he called her out 
for it. 
 
She wasn’t perfect but she was perfect for me and she 
was mine. 
 
There will never be another woman like her. 
 
Her unwavering faith in the Lord was an example to all 
that knew her. 
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Out of all the memories we shared together the one that 
stands out the most in my mind is the day she gave birth our 
precious baby boy Isaac. 
 
The child that she had waited for her entire life and 
thought was never going to come. 
 
At 90 years old she handled it like a champ. 
 
Her beautiful silver hair wet with sweat, her face red 
from hours of labor in that tent. 
 
But when she held that most perfect creation in her arms 
for the first time, I fell in love with her all over again. 
 
It was the most beautiful sight this old man’s eyes had 
ever beheld. 
 
And I thank my God, my father for that moment and every 
other moment he allowed me to share with her. 
 
Today I lay to rest the most special person in the world 
me. 
 
Today I give thanks to God for allowing me to be her 
husband. 
 
Nothing will ever be the same without her. 
 
But that’s ok because this life is fleeting and it’s about 
the moments we had together. 
 
Nothing can ever take away the time we had, the memories 
we made and the love we shared. 
 
My precious wife I will always love you and I will miss you 
until the day I take my last breath. 
 


