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Intro to Romans 
 
Today we will embark on a journey that will no doubt 
change our lives forever. 
 
The book of Romans is one of the richest books in all the 
Bible. 
 
There have been more pages written about the book of 
Romans than any other book of the bible. 
 
The Lord used it to transform the lives of some of the 
most influential men of the faith that have ever lived and 
he will no doubt use it to do the same in our lives and his 
church. 
 
And today I’d actually like to start with a few verses 
from Jonah…. 
 
Jonah 3:1,2 
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second 
time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
preach to it the message that I tell you.” 
 
Jonah 3:1 is one of the most encouraging verses in the 
Bible. 
 
And I’m sure that many of you are wondering “just how is 
that” 
 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a SECOND time…. 
 
What’s the key word in that verse? 
 
Second time! 
 
It’s important as Christians and human beings in general 
we not only understand that fact but we should be so 
very grateful for it. 
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As we transition from the book of Jonah to the book of 
Romans, we will see a stark contrast between the heart 
of Jonah and the heart of Paul who is the author of 
Romans. 
 
But before we get there, I’d like to tell you all a story of 
someone who started out with a heart like Jonah and 
ended up with a heart like Paul. 
 
In the summer of 1996, there was a young boy that went on 
a youth retreat to Knoxville Tennessee. 
 
He had an opportunity to serve an elderly woman, 
repairing her deck and other small projects around her 
house. 
 
Both the acts of serving and carpentry work would 
impact him in ways that his little mind wouldn’t 
comprehend until many years later. 
 
On the way home from the youth trip he was asked to 
teach a lesson to the group. 
 
So he studied and prepared, he didn’t like speaking in 
front of groups of people, in fact he hated it. 
 
But something about this time was different. 
 
He stood in fornt of the group and delivered the message 
without any concern about what the other kids thought. 
 
Once he was finished one of the chaperones came to him 
and told him that he had a gift and he should pursue 
ministry. 
 
She told him that he should grow up to be a preacher. 
 
The thought of that terrified him, standing up in front of 
a church full of people and preaching…. 
 
Not going to happen. 
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His parents would go through a very difficult divorce. 
 
A child that never missed church all of sudden never 
went anymore. 
 
He was angry at his parents, he was angry at the church, 
he was angry at God. 
 
So he did what most angry young people do, he rebelled. 
 
He rebelled against everything, his parents, the church 
and worst of all he rebelled against God. 
 
He would grow up to become a bitter and angry young 
man. 
 
he would turn to drugs, alcohol and women to try fill the 
void that was growing inside him. 
 
Only those things didn’t fill the void they caused it grow 
deeper and darker. 
 
He would go on to marry a young woman that was 
consumed in the same lifestyle. 
 
Someone that not only accepted his addiction but 
encouraged it. 
 
The relationship would result in him becoming the father 
of 2 beautiful children. 
 
But God was nowhere in his life, he was still running, all 
the while carrying the guilt knowing he was living in sin 
and was running from what God was calling him to do. 
 
He was like Jonah in that sense, he was running as hard 
and fast as he possibly could and just like God got 
Jonah’s attention, he got this young man’s attention as 
well. 
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Suddenly everything began to fall apart, so he did the 
only thing he could think of, he sought help from a 
pastor. 
 
The pastor was kind to him but he was also very skeptical, 
which I can understand. 
 
The young man walks in his office smelling like booze and 
cigarettes telling him he’s ready to change… 
 
I’d be skeptical too. 
 
You may think that things are about to start getting 
better for the young man but that’s not the case. 
 
In fact, things were about to get much worse. 
 
His wife went on to accuse him of domestic violence. 
 
Which he wasn’t guilty of, now he was guilty of a lot of 
things but this was a false accusation. 
 
This accusation would set into motion a string of events 
that would change him forever. 
 
He would be arrested and charged with a felony; he 
would be indicted by a grand jury with no evidence other 
than the testimony of his wife. 
 
He would spend in total a month in the county jail 
awaiting a bond. 
 
During this time his wife’s family would call dhr and tell 
them that children were in danger living with her, which 
honestly was the truth. 
 
The children would be taken away and placed in foster 
care for a month until a relative could be evaluated for 
placement. 
 



 5 

You see since the young man was still married to the 
mother of the children; he couldn’t have custody despite 
the fact they were legally separated. 
 
So, the children would be placed in the home of this young 
man’s sister until after all the legal proceedings had 
taken place. 
 
He would be released from jail with an ankle monitor 
until the trial took place. 
 
During that time, he was in the belly of the whale. 
 
For a year he would wear that ankle monitor and 10 
months of that year he would be on house arrest. 
 
All of this being orchestrated by a sovereign God that 
loved him enough to allow him to go through the fire, a 
loving father that would send that giant fish to swallow 
him up. 
 
During that time, he was on house arrest he lived in a tiny 
50-year-old 2-bedroom trailer. 
 
He was only allowed to go to work and church, 
And you better believe that every time those church doors 
were open, he was there. 
 
God was speaking to him in a way he had never experienced 
he was being taught the truth. 
 
He was learning from a pastor that cared more about the 
truth than people’s opinions and he loved every moment. 
 
His anger suddenly gave way to pity. 
 
His hatred melting into love. 
 
He would spend time in prayer pleading with God to send 
him a woman that would love his children as much as he 
did. 
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And God did. 
 
He would go to trial and the case would be dismissed. 
 
He would go on to marry the woman that God had sent. 
 
He would become the father of her son. 
 
He would get full custody of his children. 
 
He would become very successful in corporate America, 
all the while feeling like something was still missing. 
 
He was still trying to fill that void even though he was a 
born-again believer and follower of Jesus Christ 
something was still missing. 
 
He tried immersing himself in work and hobbies but that 
wasn’t satisfying the call he was experiencing. 
 
He and his family would move a few times in search of 
fulfilling what God wanted him to do. 
 
After 5 years he would return home and reach out to the 
pastor that had made such an impact on him. 
 
They would become closer than ever, the best of friends. 
 
The church that he had helped start before he moved 
away had merged with another church while they were 
gone. 
 
The pastor he respected so much wasn’t preaching and it 
grieved the now not so young man. 
 
Little did he know what God had in store. 
 
Not only would his dear friend become a pastor once 
again but he himself would end up being the associate 
pastor and youth pastor of SALT Church. 
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That man that once had the heart of Jonah and was so 
angry, the young man that God sent the giant fish to 
swallow stands before today a new creation in Christ. 
 
Behold old things have passed away and all things have 
been made new. 
 
His heart of stone was replaced with a heart of flesh and 
now he has a desire much like the apostle Paul, to 
unashamedly preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
So let’s get to it! 
 
I cannot say how long it will take us to cover the book of 
Romans, in fact we could spend years in it and barely 
scratch the surface. 
 
We will see the doctrine of justification, which is the fact 
that God justifies guilty condemned sinners by grace 
alone through faith in Christ alone. 
 
We will see the doctrine of the elect. 
 
We will cover principals of spiritual leadership as well 
as Gods wrath against sinful mankind. 
 
We will see the indwelling sin of believers. 
 
The security of salvation, the transference of Adams sin. 
 
And those are just a few! 
 
This epistle quotes the Old Testament 57 times, (more than 
any other New Testament book) 
 
The word God is used 154 times, Law is used 77 times. 
 
Christ is used 66 times, sin 45 times, Lord 44 times and 
faith 40 times! 
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We will learn the meaning of some of the most profound 
verses in all of scripture. 
 
A few of them are 
 
Romans 1:16 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel [c]of Christ, for it is 
the power of God to salvation for everyone who 
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 
 
Romans 3:23 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
 
Romans 5:8  

8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
Romans 6:23 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the [h]gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Romans 8:31 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for 
us, who can be against us?  
 
Romans 10:9 
 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved.  
 
Romans 10:13 
13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 
 
And that’s just to name a few! 
 
The depths of this book are deeper than the depths of the 
deepest ocean. 
 
And while Paul’s hand may have written the words, he was 
guided in full by the Holy Spirit. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27947c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%206&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28092h
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There is very little history in the book of romans because 
that wasn’t Paul’s focus. 
 
He was focused on sound doctrine and the edification of 
the roman church. 
 
And for those of you who don’t know what edification 
means, it is the instruction or improvement morally and 
intellectually. 
 
This epistle differs from 1st and 2nd Corinthians in that 
the purpose is not to correct bad theology or rebuke 
ungodly living. 
 
The Roman church was theologically sound but as all 
churches it was in need of rich doctrinal and practical 
instruction which this letter provides. 
 
This letter to the Church in Rome was written somewhere 
around 56 A.D. 
 
Paul would have written this letter from Corinth before 
somewhere towards the end of his third missionary 
journey. 
 
At the time this letter was written Christianity was still 
somewhat considered a sect of Judaism which would’ve 
provided Christians with the protection from Rome that 
came with that. 
 
But over the course of the next decade that would 
change. 
 
The Jewish leaders would see to it that there was a clear 
decisive separation between the two. 
 
We can see this clearly in the difference between this 
letter to the Roman church and Peters epistles to the 
roman church. 
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By the time peter wrote first and second peter around 9 
years later Christians in Rome were being severely 
persecuted.  
 
But we’re going to focus mainly on the doctrines 
presented by Paul in Romans and when necessary, explain 
the events that took place in order to provide context. 
 
So here we go! 
 
Romans 1:1 
1 Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an 
apostle, separated to the gospel of God  
 
 
Let’s start with the first word… 
 
Paul… 
 
There is no debate among scholars to the authorship of 
Romans. 
 
It is made clear that the apostle Paul is the writer. 
 
And since that’s the case it is of the utmost importance, 
we know who Paul is. 
 
The change that took place in his life is one of the 
greatest transformations in all of scripture. 
 
I’m sure many of you in here know the story of Paul’s 
conversion. 
 
But I believe it is of the utmost importance that we cover 
that as we begin this wonderfully rich book. 
 
So let’s start with the very first time Paul is mentioned in 
scripture. 
 
He didn’t go by Paul at this point he went by Saul. 
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Named after the first King of Israel. 
 
He said of himself in  
 
Philippians 3:4,5 
5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning 
zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 
 
Prior to his conversion he was the personification of 
Jewish tradition. 
 
And that was his problem. 
 
He was focused on tradition and religion and just like the 
rest of the pharisees of his day he was willing to do 
anything to protect those things. 
 
As we see in what is the first mention of him in God’s word. 
 
Acts 7:51-60 
51 “You stiff-necked[g] and uncircumcised in heart and 
ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your 
fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your 
fathers not persecute? And they killed those who 
foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now 
have become the betrayers and murderers, 53 who have 
received the law by the direction of angels and have not 
kept it.” 
 
54 When they heard these things they were [h]cut to the 
heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth. 55 But 
he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God, 56 and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 
57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their 
ears, and ran at him with one accord; 58 and they 
cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%207&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27168g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%207&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27171h
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witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 59 And they stoned Stephen as he was 
calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when 
he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 
Stephen would be the first martyr for the Christian faith 
and Paul would stand there keeping the coats of the men 
that stoned him. 
 
Acts 8:1 
Now Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to 
death. 
And on that day a great persecution [a]began against the 
church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except 
the apostles. 
 
He was in hearty agreement with putting Stephen to 
death… 
 
Now why would God choose someone like to Paul to be one 
of the most influential preachers of the gospel of all 
time? 
 
Because Paul’s conversion speaks to the fact that God 
can use anyone. 
 
it was not only miraculous but it was real, he was on the 
way to Damascus to deliver letters for the high priest 
that would allow him to bind disciples of Jesus and bring 
them back to Jerusalem to be tried. 
 
But God… 
 
Jesus intervened in a way that only he can. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%208&version=LSB#fen-LSB-27178a
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Acts 9:3-9 
3 And as he was traveling, it happened that when he was 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him; 4 and falling to the ground, he 
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me?” 5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And 
He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but rise 
up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you 
must do.” 7 And the men who traveled with him stood 
speechless, hearing the [c]voice but seeing no one. 8 And 
Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were 
open, he [d]could see nothing. Leading him by the hand, 
they brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days 
without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
 
Although Paul was physically blind, he could see clearly 
for the first time in his life. 
 
He saw Jesus for who he truly is… LORD! 
 
We must also see Jesus as Lord. 
 
There is a huge debate on this topic. 
 
It’s called lordship salvation. 
 
Many would have you believe that you can be saved by 
Christ simply by the acknowledgement that he is the son 
of God. 
 
He doesn’t have to be Lord of your life you just have to 
believe he is the son of God. 
 
Well, that’s just not true. 
 
Lordship is a requirement of salvation, saving faith 
produces in us the undeniable desire to acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord of our life. 
 
And we will discuss that in a little more detail shortly. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%209&version=LSB#fen-LSB-27224c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%209&version=LSB#fen-LSB-27225d
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After meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus Paul would 
spend 3 days without eating or drinking before Ananias 
would come to him to lay hands on him and pray. 
 
The scales fell off his eyes and he could see again. 
 
Scripture tells us he arose and was baptized… 
 
Acts 9:20-22 
20 Immediately he preached [e]the Christ in the 
synagogues, that He is the Son of God. 
21 Then all who heard were amazed, and said, “Is this not 
he who destroyed those who called on this name in 
Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so that 
he might bring them bound to the chief priests?” 
22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and 
confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving 
that this Jesus is the Christ. 
 
From this day forward Paul would spend the rest of his 
life proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
No matter what he endured his faith never wavered. 
 
He was given 39 lashes 5 different times by religious 
leaders, he was beaten with rods 3 times and stoned once. 
 
He was imprisoned numerous times & endured 3 
shipwrecks. 
 
None of these trials ever kept him from preaching the 
gospel. 
 
He was fully and completely devoted to the mission that 
he had been given by the Lord. 
 
As we see in Romans 1:1 
 
Romans 1:1 
Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, [a]called as an apostle, 
having been set apart for the gospel of God, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%209&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27237e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-27932a
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Some of your translations may say servant or bond 
servant, but slave is the most appropriate translation. 
 
The Greek word is DOULOS… 
 
This isn’t just any slave, the best depiction of this in 
scripture is in Deuteronomy 15 
 
Deuteronomy 15:12-17 
12 “If your brother, a Hebrew man or woman, is sold to 
you, then he shall serve you six years, but in the seventh 
year you shall [d]let him go to be free from you. 13 When 
you [e]let him go to be free from you, you shall not [f]let 
him go empty-handed. 14 You shall furnish him generously 
from your flock and from your threshing floor and 
from your wine vat; you shall give to him as Yahweh your 
God has blessed you. 15 And you shall remember that you 
were a slave in the land of Egypt, and Yahweh your God 
redeemed you; therefore I am commanding you [g]this 
today. 16 And it will be that, if he says to you, ‘I will not 
go out from you,’ because he loves you and your 
household, since he fares well with you; 17 then you 
shall take an awl and pierce it through his ear into the 
door, and he shall be your servant forever. Also you 
shall do likewise to your maidservant. 
 
This is what Paul is describing, his being enslaved to 
Christ is because he loves him and desires to remain with 
him always. 
 
We look at slavery with a very negative connotation, we 
think to ourselves “I don’t want to be slave to anyone” 
 
But the truth of the matter is that every human being that 
has ever lived has been a slave…. 
 
Romans 6:16 
Do you not know that when you go on presenting 
yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are 
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin leading to 
death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2015&version=LSB#fen-LSB-5332d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2015&version=LSB#fen-LSB-5333e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2015&version=LSB#fen-LSB-5333f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2015&version=LSB#fen-LSB-5335g
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We are either slaves of sin or slaves of Christ. 
 
So this morning we must ask ourselves the question…. 
 
Who do I obey? 
 
Am I fully devoted to Christ? 
 
Obedient to him and what he is calling me to? 
 
Or am I obedient to my flesh? 
 
Unfortunately, very often we are obedient to our flesh 
without realizing it. 
 
We try to minimize or justify our sin. 
 
But Paul is very clear in Romans 6:16, we are slaves to the 
one we obey. 
 
Jesus tells us that we cannot serve two masters for we 
will love the one and hate the other. 
 
We cannot serve our flesh and Christ. 
 
Now I’m not preaching perfection but I am most certainly 
preaching obedience to Christ. 
 
Jesus says if we love him, we will obey him, love for Christ 
and obedience go hand in hand. 
 
That brings us back to Lordship. 
 
Slaves have Masters, correct? 
 
Did you know that in the Greek the words master and lord 
are interchangeable…. 
 
So, if Paul says under divine inspiration, we will be either 
slaves of sin or slaves of Christ, this means that in order 
to be saved Jesus must be Lord of your life. 
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So, is he? 
 
Is Jesus the center of your life? 
 
Do you filter every decision you make through the mindset 
of whether or not what you’re doing glorifies God? 
 
That question is of the utmost importance and the answer 
has tremendous implications on where you spend eternity. 
 
We get so caught up in living our life we tend to forget 
what or who we’re living for. 
 
That’s why it’s so important we take the time to evaluate 
ourselves. 
 
Back to Romans 1:1 
 
Romans 1:1 
1 Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, [a]called as an apostle, 
having been set apart for the gospel of God, 
 
Now we could breeze right through this verse and spend a 
few minutes discussing and move on but that would not do 
justice to riches that are found within it. 
 
Paul identifies himself, he makes the proclamation that he 
is a slave of the Lord Jesus and then he makes another 
proclamation… 
 
“called as an Apostle” 
 
A better translation would be a called Apostle. 
 
This is not a role that he volunteered for nor was he 
voted in by other believers. 
 
No, he was called to be an apostle by the Lord Jesus on 
the road to Damascus as we read earlier. 
 
Jesus himself tells Ananias in acts 9:15 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-27932a
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Acts 9:15,16 
15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a 
chosen [g]instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for I will 
show him how much he must suffer for My name.”  
 
Paul was a chosen instrument of Jesus, as were the rest 
of the apostles. 
 
And Paul took this very seriously, there was nothing that 
could be done to him to keep him from preaching the 
gospel. 
 
Paul says to Corinthian church in 1st Corinthians  
 
1st Corinthians 9:16 
16 For if I proclaim the gospel, I have nothing to boast, 
for I am under compulsion. For woe is me if I do not 
proclaim the gospel.   
 
God had given Paul a task he had never dreamed of or 
asked for and he knew that if he didn’t do what God was 
calling him to, he’d be in big trouble. 
 
And I can relate to that. 
 
I can’t imagine a life without preaching. 
 
There is a peace that comes with using the gifts that God 
has given you. 
 
There is a sense of fulfillment that nothing else can 
generate. 
 
Now of course we are not all called to be pastors but we 
have all been given special gifts. 
 
Each one just as important as the other. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%209&version=LSB#fen-LSB-27232g
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We’ve covered the first three sections of romans 1:1 
which leaves us with one more topic of discussion. 
 
Romans 1:1 
Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, [a]called as an apostle, 
having been set apart for the gospel of God, 
 
Having been set apart for the Gospel of God. 
 
Gospel means good news! 
 
And the good news is that there is forgiveness and 
salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 
Unfortunately for so many people they don’t see this as 
good news. 
 
They see it as an imposition, they see at as an unfair 
declaration on their life. 
 
Since the good news is that there is forgiveness and 
salvation in Jesus that means that we are in need of 
forgiveness and saving. 
 
Which means we have to see our sin for what it truly is, 
which is a force so destructive nothing on this earth can 
come close to comparing. 
 
But people love their sin, they love their sin so much they 
are willing to ignore the truth. 
 
This is what Paul was up against and it’s what we are up 
against. 
 
Paul was consumed with this message, he used the phrase 
good news of God some 60 times in this epistle alone. 
 
And the good news of Jesus is the best news ever. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-27932a
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In a world where we are constantly bombarded with bad 
news, we crave good news, because good news brings 
hope. 
 
Hope is what keeps people going, and that’s why Satan 
wants to destroy your hope. 
 
History shows than when people lose hope they give up. 
 
When we look back at wars of the past, we can see the 
same tactic. 
 
Armies would surround cities, cut off their food and 
water supply for weeks or even months. 
 
This caused the inhabitants of city under siege to lose 
hope, which meant they would have no fight left in them. 
 
That’s what Satan does, he surrounds us with our past, he 
surrounds us with our failures and flaws because he 
wants us to lose hope. 
 
He doesn’t want you to wage war against your sin, he 
doesn’t want you to move on from your past. 
 
But we serve a God that has power over our past. 
 
A God that has power over our failures and flaws. 
 
A God that sent his son to pay our ransom so that we 
could have hope. 
 
A blessed hope that does not disappoint. 
 
Don’t get caught up in the bad news, don’t get caught in 
Satan’s trap. 
 
We have to focus on the good news of God. 
 
And here it is: 
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2nd Corinthians 5:21 
21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
 
This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news of God. 
 
And it is good news, in fact it’s the best news we’ve ever 
received. 
 
The fact that our heavenly father loved us enough to 
sacrifice his own son so that we could be forgiven of our 
sins. 
 
Hebrews 9:22 
22 And according to the law almost all things 
are [h]purified with blood, and without shedding of blood 
there is no [i]remission. 
 
Jesus shed blood and death on the cross was all 
orchestrated by the Father so that we could know him. 
 
You see since there must be a sacrifice to atone for sins 
and since Jesus was the only person to ever live a perfect 
life, only his blood could atone for the sins of so many 
people. 
 
A perfect lamb without spot or blemish. 
 
There may be some of you who are thinking I’ve done too 
much to be forgiven. 
 
My sins are far too great. 
 
And that’s exactly what Satan wants you to believe. 
 
But thankfully that’s just not true. 
  
Remember Paul, a persecutor of Christians. 
 
But God, God opened his eyes to error of his ways. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%209&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30128h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%209&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30128i
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God used him to write this beautiful letter to the Romans 
we are studying and 12 other books of the new testament. 
 
Well pastor what does that have to do with me? 
 
Everything! 
 
If Jesus can forgive someone who was actively 
participating in the murder of his followers and use him 
so profoundly, he can and will forgive you. 
 
Or maybe you’re thinking it’s just too late for me…. 
 
I would point you to thief on the cross. 
 
Luke 23:39-43 
39 Then one of the criminals who were hanged 
blasphemed Him, saying, [j]“If You are the Christ, save 
Yourself and us.” 
40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you 
not even fear God, seeing you are under the same 
condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we receive 
the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has 
done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said [k]to Jesus, “Lord, 
remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” 
43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today 
you will be with Me in Paradise.” 
 
You see there are 2 requirements to be a Christian. 
 
Faith and repentance. 
 
If you have these 2 qualities they will produce obedience. 
 
The thief on the cross displays both of these… 
 
His faith is displayed when he refers to Jesus as Lord. 
 
Many of you are thinking well he didn’t have time to 
repent because repent means to turn from your sins… 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%2023&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25975j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%2023&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25978k
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The Greek word for repent is metanoite … 
 
Which literally means to change your mind. 
 
It doesn’t mean you won’t sin; it means you have changed 
your mind about your sin. 
 
You now see your sin as God sees your sin. 
 
So, I encourage you if you are here and don’t truly know 
Jesus, ask God to open your eyes and change your heart. 
 
Ask him to give you the gift of faith and to change your 
mind about your sin. 
 
You’re not too far gone and if you’re still breathing it’s 
not too late. 
 
There is no magic prayer to be saved. 
 
But salvation does begin with prayer. 
 
You must confess your sins, you must confess Jesus is 
lord, you must repent. 
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