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Genesis 17:1-14 
 
 

Last time we were in Genesis Pastor Bo reminded us of the 
covenant promise that God made Abram in Genesis chapter 
15. 
 
That promise included decedents that were as numerous 
as the stars in the sky as well as a huge piece of land. 
 
Which we saw Abram and his wife make a fleshly attempt 
to fulfill that covenant instead of waiting on God. 
 
And we look at them and shake our head but we do the 
exact same thing. 
 
We tend to put timelines on God. 
 
Our expectations are generally focused on the short 
term. 
 
But when we focus on what isn’t happening, we miss out on 
what is! 
 
There is always a lesson to learned. 
 
Do we just wake up one day in full possession of the fruits 
of the spirit? 
 
Of course not! 
 
Each one of those fruits come with time and if you’re 
struggling to figure out what God is trying to teach you 
then I would be so bold as to say he’s probably trying to 
teach you patience. 
 
There was a reason God made Abraham wait until he was 
100 years old to have the child of promise. 
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In fact I think there were several reasons. 
First, I think he was prolonging the birth of Isaac to show 
the world that he “God” was solely responsible for the 
miraculous conception. 
 
I also think that he was preparing Abram for what was to 
come, to ultimate test of faith. 
 
Which was what? 
 
When he was called to sacrifice Isaac. 
 
Remember God doesn’t allow our faith to be tested to 
prove to him we faith, he allows it so that we can see our 
faith in action. 
 
He is the one that so graciously gave us our faith so of 
course he knows we have it. 
 
I think he also made Abraham and Sarah wait for the 
benefit of everyone that would read their story. 
 
The Bible is full of history, it is full of people and their 
failures. 
 
It also full of people that through the power, and the 
grace of God that overcame those failures. 
 
It is full of people just like you and just like me, people 
that God loved, people that he saved. 
 
So, as we look to chapter 17 and what transpires let’s 
keep all of this in mind. 
 
Genesis 17:1 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, 
the Lord appeared to Abram and said to 
him, “I am [a]Almighty God; walk before Me and 
be blameless. 
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The very thing that is brought to our attention is Abram’s 
age. 
He is now a spry 99-year-old man. 
 
Does anyone remember how chapter 16 ended? 
 
Genesis 16:16 
16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore 
Ishmael to Abram. 
 
So here we have a 13 year gap that has no information 
about what transpired during this time. 
 
13 years for Hagar and Sarai to grow in contempt 
towards one another. 
 
13 years for Abram to become close with his only son. 
 
13 years for him to continue to wonder exactly what Gods 
promise to him meant. 
 
With the tension that the birth of Ishmael brought I think 
Abram came to the conclusion that he had no other choice 
but to wait on God. 
 
Genesis 17:1 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, 
the Lord appeared to Abram and said to 
him, “I am [a]Almighty God; walk before Me and 
be blameless. 
 
This is the first time in the Pentateuch that God refers to 
himself as El-Shaddai. 
 
Which means sovereign or all-powerful God. The best 
English translation is God Almighty or Almighty God. 
 
 
This is significant because of the promise he has made 
Abram. 
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He is reminding him that he is capable of absolutely 
anything! 
This verse ends with the word Blameless, which kind of 
catches you off guard. 
 
The definition of blameless is innocent of wrongdoing… 
 
Now are we as human beings, even redeemed human beings 
capable of being blameless? 
 
Of course we aren’t. 
 
But that word in the Hebrew means something different 
than what our English translators chose. 
 
In the Hebrew it is ṯā·mîm which means integrity or truth. 
 
Now that makes a difference does it not? 
 
We can be honest and have integrity and not be blameless. 
 
So what does it mean to have integrity? 
 
To do the right thing even when no one is watching…. 
 
And there’s a lot to be said for this. 
 
Too often as human we get caught up in what other people 
think about us, and that becomes the driving force behind 
why we do what we do. 
 
What should be the driving force behind everything we do 
is to honor and glorify God. 
 
Don’t worry about what other people think about you 
because you know what? 
 
Other people’s opinions don’t matter. 
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There are a lot of people that have an opinion about me 
based off of my past and who I used to be, but who I used to 
be doesn’t matter. 
 
I have been made new in Jesus Christ and the only thing 
that truly matters is what God knows about me. 
 
And we have to remember, God doesn’t have an opinion 
about you. 
 
He truly knows who you are, he knows your heart, he 
knows what motivates you and he knows who you are 
when no one else is watching. 
 
So God is telling Abram to walk with integrity, he’s 
telling him not to worry about anything other than the 
truth. 
 
Everything we do should come from our love for the one 
that sees all and knows all and a desire to be obedient to 
what he has called us to do. 
 
God gives us the gift of faith, that faith drives us to 
repentance and from those two come obedience. 
 
So just as God commanded Abram to be a man of integrity 
and honesty, we have the same expectation placed on us. 
 
Just as Jesus said in 
 
Matthew 5:48 
Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect. 
 
Now we know we can’t be perfect this side of the grave, 
but we don’t have to be. 
 
Jesus was making a point when he said this.  
 
Jesus sets an impossible standard, showing us what the 
law required. 
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God could not lower his standard without compromising 
his own perfection. 
 
The beauty of this statement is that Christ met that 
standard for us. 
 
At the end of the day the same thing that was required of 
Abram is required of us…. 
 
Believe! 
 
Believe what God has said! 
 
Genesis 17:1b,2 
“I am [a]Almighty God; walk before Me and 
be blameless. 2 And I will make My covenant between Me 
and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.”  
 
I love how personal God makes it, we see this over and 
over again with Abram. 
 
God takes him outside and has him look at the stars, now 
he is saying this covenant is between me and you. 
 
The beauty of this is that God desires that close 
relationship with all his children. 
 
And it is totally attainable. 
 
And I know some of you are sitting here wondering well 
how?! 
 
First I would say it starts with being intentional. 
 
You can be married to someone for 10 years and never 
even get to know them… 
 
In order to truly know someone you have to spend time 
with them, you have to ask them questions, you have to go 
through difficult things together… 
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The same goes for our relationship with God, we must be 
intentional. 
 
Well, how do I get to know him? 
 
It starts by reading his word. 
 
Learning to understand who is and how operates. 
 
Ask him questions as you study, spend time with him in 
prayer. 
 
It’s no coincidence that God gave us marriage to 
represent Christs love for the church. 
 
Because we can take so many principles that we apply in 
order to have a successful marriage, to our relationship 
with our heavenly father. 
 
 
Genesis 17:2 
2 And I will make My covenant between Me and you, 
and will multiply you exceedingly.”  
 
The Lord ends this verse by saying he is going to multiply 
Abram exceedingly. 
 
This will be third time God has made this proclamation. 
 
This first time in chapter 12, next in chapter 15 and now in 
chapter 17. 
 
The first time this promise was made in chapter 12 Abram 
was 75 years old. 
So for 24 years this promise has been hanging over 
Abrams head.  
 
Like I said earlier don’t ever put a timeline on God. 
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He operates on his time according to his will, for his glory 
and our good. 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 17:3,4 
 3 Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, 
saying: 4 “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and 
you shall be a father of [b]many nations. 
 
This won’t be the last time in this chapter that Abram 
falls on his face before God. 
 
there are many things that can trigger this response 
towards our heavenly father. 
 
We can fall down in worship, fear, awe, desperation, pain. 
 
I think in this instance it was in response to hearing the 
name El-Shaddai. 
 
Similar to when they came to arrest Jesus in the garden. 
 
John 18:4-6 
4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come 
upon Him, went forward and said to them, “Whom are you 
seeking?” 
5 They answered Him, “Jesus [a]of Nazareth.” 
Jesus said to them, “I am He.” And Judas, who betrayed 
Him, also stood with them. 6 Now when He said to them, “I 
am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 
 
There is power in the name of the Lord. 
 
We would do well to remember that. 
 
The Lord makes it a point to reiterate the fact that the 
covenant is between he and Abram, but as we will see in a 
few short verses, Abrams faithfulness to this covenant 
would not be sufficient to cover all of his offspring. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2017&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-402b
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Genesis 17:9 
9 And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep 
My covenant, you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations. 
 
The expectation was that Abrams offspring would keep 
this covenant as well. 
 
This is where religion slowly started creeping in. 
 
Over the years the Jewish people would let things like 
circumcision become their focus, all the while losing 
sight of the one with whom the covenant was made. 
 
Genesis 17:5 
5 No longer shall your name be called [c]Abram, but your 
name shall be [d]Abraham; for I have made you a father 
of [e]many nations. 
 
Who knows what the name Abram means? 
 
Exalted father! 
 
Now I’ve read some commentary that says this was 
referring to God as exalted father and not Abram. 
 
The issue with that is that Abrams Father Terah was an 
idol worshiper so I’m not sure how I feel about that 
assessment.   
 
But his new name is what is important, because Abraham 
means father of a multitude. 
 
And the lord even tells him, “for I have made you a father 
of [e]many nations.” 
 
Notice the wording this time. GOD speaks to Abraham as if 
it has already happened even though he has only one child 
at this point. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2017&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-403c
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But that’s how God operates right? 
 
He doesn’t operate in speculation or what if, he operates 
in absolute certainty. 
 
That brother and sisters should bring us great comfort. 
To know that we have been adopted into the family of the 
almighty all-powerful creator of the universe and 
everything in it. 
 
The lord says he has made Abraham the father of many 
nations…. 
 
That word nations in the Hebrew may not be what you 
would expect to find… 
 
The Hebrew word used is Gowyim… which means foreign or 
gentile nations… 
 
Of course the Hebrew nation didn’t exists yet because it 
would come from Abraham. 
 
But lets listen to what the Apostle Paul says in  
 
Romans 4:16 
16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to 
grace, so that the promise might be [d]sure to all the 
seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to 
those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father 
of us all 
 
Does this mean that everyone that is in the direct lineage 
of Abraham will be saved? 
 
No, it doesn’t, in fact that is one of the ideologies that 
Jesus came to preach against. 
 
Does this mean that every person that has faith is a direct 
descendant of Abraham? 
 
No it doesn’t mean that either. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%204&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28039d
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It means that he is the spiritual father or elder for 
believing gentiles and racially he is the father of all 
Jews. 
 
Listen to what John the Baptist says in Matthew 3 
Matthew 3:4-10 
4 Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the 
region around the Jordan went out to him 6 and were 
baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of 
repentance, 9 and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is 
able to raise up children of Abraham from these 
stones. 10 And even now the ax is laid to the root of the 
trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 
John the Baptist made it abundantly clear that ancestry 
had nothing to do with salvation. 
 
Abraham went before us all in faith and it is by that 
example we are his offspring. 
 
Following that same faithful pattern. 
 
Pursuing righteousness, repenting of our sins and 
trusting in our heavenly father. 
 
Genesis 17:6 
6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 
make nations of you, and kings shall come from you.  
 
Abraham would not see the fulfillment of this promise 
during his lifetime, but we can look back on what 
happened and know that it was fulfilled. 
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The first king that would come form line of Abraham was 
king David 1,000 years after this promise was made. 
 
King David which many would consider to be the greatest 
king that ever ruled the nation of Israel.  
Then 1,000 years after king David would come Jesus the 
on true king. 
 
The high priestly king. 
 
Matthew starts his gospel account with this sentence…. 
 
Matthew 1:1 
 The book of the genealogy[a] of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
David, the Son of Abraham 
 
Matthew is pointing back to this very moment in time. 
 
He wants everyone that reads it to understand exactly 
who Jesus is, the son of David, the son of Abraham just as 
God had promised. 
 
Genesis 17:7,8 
7 And I will establish My covenant between Me and you 
and your descendants after you in their generations, 
for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your 
descendants after you. 8 Also I give to you and your 
descendants after you the land in[f] which you are a 
stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting 
possession; and I will be their God.” 
 
God is making it known that this covenant would pass 
from Abraham to his offspring. 
 
So it would pass to Isaac, then to Jacob and through 
Jacob the entire nation of Israel. 
 
And keep in mind Abraham did nothing magnificent to earn 
this, he was chosen by God. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23146a
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Just like pastor Bo taught on Sunday. 
 
God chooses whom he wishes based of who he is not who 
we are. 
 
Abrahams only responsibility in all of this was to believe, 
And he did, because of the faith God had given him…. 
 
Genesis 17:9-11 
9 And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep 
My covenant, you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations. 10 This is My covenant 
which you shall keep, between Me and you and your 
descendants after you: Every male child among you 
shall be circumcised; 11 and you shall be circumcised in 
the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between Me and you.  
 
In verse 9 we see the Lord make it very clear that this 
covenant was expected to be kept through future 
generations and not just Abraham. 
 
And the Jewish people took this very seriously, even after 
Jesus came and made a new covenant. 
 
Circumcision was still an issue among Jewish believers. 
 
Acts 15:1,2 
And certain men came down from Judea and taught the 
brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the 
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 Therefore, 
when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and 
dispute with them, they determined that Paul and 
Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to 
Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about this 
question. 
 
So were they wrong in this? 
 
God told Abraham that this was to be the sign of the 
covenant for him and the generations that followed him? 
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First we need to look at what circumcision is…. 
 
And why did God choose that as the sign of the covenant. 
 
Well first of all remember God created us so it is 
apparent that from the beginning this was plan all along. 
 
Also is circumcision reversable? 
 
No! it is permanent.  
 
Also, we know that often the Bible describes our sinful 
nature as the flesh, so this is the tearing away of the 
flesh. 
 
Can there be forgiveness without the shedding of blood? 
 
No! 
 
God also used this as a way to set his people apart as an 
irreversible mark that could never be changed. 
 
This is also a great opportunity to discuss dispensations. 
 
Oh boy what is that huh? 
 
A dispensation is: a distinct period or arrangement in 
history where God administers His rule, revealing His will 
and testing humanity in specific ways. 
 
Now this is something that a lot of people struggle with, 
but there’s no reason to make it difficult. 
 
So tonight, we are specifically talking about the 
Abrahamic covenant.  
 
Which the sign for that covenant was circumcision. 
 
Circumcision was for Gods people prior to the coming of 
Jesus. 
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It points to Jesus! 
 
The tearing away of flesh and shedding of blood. 
 
After Jesus died on the cross there was no longer a 
requirement for Gods people to be circumcised. 
 
Because Jesus’s perfect blood paid the necessary penalty 
for the sins of Gods people. 
 
And some of you may be wondering well how do we know 
that it s no longer required? 
 
I’m glad you asked! 
 
If we look at the apostles and elders reaction to the 
people in acts 15, we clearly see their response to the 
faith plus circumcision statement. 
 
Acts 15:22-29 
22 Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the 
whole church, to send chosen men of their own company 
to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas who 
was also named Barsabas,[g] and Silas, leading men 
among the brethren. 
23 They wrote this letter by them: 
The apostles, the elders, and the brethren, 
To the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch, 
Syria, and Cilicia: 
Greetings. 
24 Since we have heard that some who went out from us 
have troubled you with words, unsettling your 
souls, [h]saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the 
law”—to whom we gave no such commandment— 25 it 
seemed good to us, being assembled with one [i]accord, to 
send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas 
and Silas, who will also report the same things by word 
of mouth. 28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to 
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us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
necessary things: 29 that you abstain from things 
offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, 
and from sexual[j] immorality. If you keep yourselves 
from these, you will do well.  Farewell. 
But what about God said to Abraham? He said this was the 
sign for him and his descendants! 
 
Well, Paul tells us in romans that circumcision is still 
required except now it is a circumcision of the heart and 
in the spirit. 
 
Romans 2:25-29 
25 For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the 
law; but if you are a breaker of the law, your 
circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26 Therefore, if 
an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements 
of the law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as 
circumcision? 27 And will not the physically 
uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you 
who, even with your [f]written code and 
circumcision, are a transgressor of the law? 28 For he is 
not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that 
which is outward in the flesh; 29 but he is a Jew who is 
one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in 
the Spirit, not in the letter; whose [g]praise is not from 
men but from God. 
 
It always goes back to the state of the heart. 
 
Paul is saying what good is it to be circumcised if your 
heart isn’t in the right place. 
 
And even if you were a descendant of Abraham prior to 
the coming of Jesus and you were an evil unbelieving man 
your circumcision meant nothing. 
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Genesis 17:12-14 
12 He who is eight days old among you shall be 
circumcised, every male child in your generations, he 
who is born in your house or bought with money from any 
foreigner who is not your descendant. 13 He who is born 
in your house and he who is bought with your money must 
be circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh 
for an everlasting covenant. 14 And the uncircumcised 
male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; 
he has broken My covenant.” 
 
 
So what’s going on here? 
 
The sign of the covenant was to be on every male in the 
household. 
 
What about the women? 
 
How did this effect them? 
 
Well for the mothers in the room I’m sure you can imagine 
how it would hurt your heart to see that being done to 
your eight-day old little boy. 
 
Also who was going to be the one that cared for the child 
after this was done? 
 
The mother! 
 
This also established the father as the spiritual leader or 
priest of his home. 
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But circumcision didn’t guarantee salvation or 
acceptance from God, it just pointed to covenant promise 
made between God and Abraham. 
 
Does the eight day old little boy know or understand 
what is going on and why? 
 
Of course he doesn’t! 
 
So who’s faith would motivate this act? 
 
The parents! 
 
It’s like when we dedicate our babes to the Lord. 
 
It doesn’t mean they are saved, it us as parents 
proclaiming that we will faithfully serve the Lord by 
raising our children according to his word. 
 
Outside of salvation and marriage our greatest 
responsibility is to our children. 
 
Not to enable them or give them everything they want but 
to live a godly life for them to see. 
 
To discipline them when they are wrong. 
 
Encourage them when things are tough. 
 
To teach them how to respond to their failures in a godly 
way. 
 
Proverbs 22:6 
Train up a child according to his way, Even when he is 
old he will not depart from it. 
 
This means in every area. 
 
Teach them how to be gracious and understanding. 
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Teach them how to stand for the truth while being humble 
about it. 
 
Teach them how to ask for forgiveness when they’ve done 
something wrong. 
 
Teach how to love the Lord with all their heart, mind, 
soul and strength. 
Theres no way we will be able to finish this chapter today 
but I do want to jump to the last verse because in my mind 
that’s what this entire chapter is about. 
 
Genesis 17:26,27 
26 That very same day Abraham was circumcised, and his 
son Ishmael; 27 and all the men of his house, born in the 
house or bought with money from a foreigner, were 
circumcised with him. 
 
THAT VERY SAME DAY! 
 
Abrahams response to the Lords command was immediate! 
 
And that’s what we need to see in all of this. 
 
Yes the covenant and the sign of the covenant is 
important but Abrahams response is paramount. 
 
He wastes no time at all! 
 
And why is that? 
 
There’s no way a 99 year old man could’ve been excited 
about being circumcised. 
 
Remember how God identified himself to Abraham in the 
beginning of this chapter? 
 
El-Shaddai.  
 
All mighty God. 
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And Abraham knew that, he believed in the all mighty 
power of God and that is why he responded the way he did. 
 
As Christians the same goes for us.  
 
The way we live is determined by what we think of God. 
 
 
Th most important thing in our life is what we truly 
believe about God 
 
And if he is anything less than El-Shaddai the all-
powerful God Abraham believed in then it will neutralize 
your faith. 
 
You be fearful because you don’t believe that God will 
provide for you. 
 
You will be depressed because you don’t believe the 
promises he has made about the future. 
 
You will live in guilt and self-pity because you don’t 
believe he can and will forgive you. 
 
So my encouragement to everyone is simple… 
 
Believe! 
 
Believe God is all powerful! 
 
Believe that when he accepted you into his family that he 
separated your sins from you as far as the east is from the 
west. 
 
Believe that he loves you and his plan for you is perfect. 
 
Believe that Jesus gave his life so that you could be 
forgiven of your sins. 
 
This will free you from the bondage of sin, this will set 
you free from anxiety and depression. 
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Start the new year with the confidant hope that comes 
from the holy spirit that has poured out over us! 
 
 
Hebrews 10:11-17 
11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering 
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins. 12 But this Man, after He had offered one 
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of 
God, 13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made 
His footstool. 14 For by one offering He has perfected 
forever those who are being [d]sanctified. 
15 But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He 
had said before, 
16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws into their 
hearts, and in their minds I will write them,”17 then He 
adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will 
remember no more.”  
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