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The Line of the Messiah 
Genesis 5 

 
We ended last week with the descendants of Cain. 
 
We learned that they were rebellious and unrighteous 
just as Cain was. 
 
At the end of chapter 4 it may seem as if Cains offspring 
were progressing since so many of them were responsible 
for achieving things that would affect humanity in a 
positive way for generations to come. 
 
But in reality, what we see is the degeneration of mankind 
through Cain and his offspring. 
 
Proud people that held themselves in very high regard. 
 
What is called Lamech’s sword song was truly him 
reveling in his violent behavior. 
 
Revealing his heart. 
 
A man that was pleased with the fact he murdered a young 
man for wounding him. 
 
A man that wanted to instill fear and trembling in his 
wives and his children. 
 
Someone that wanted respect for his willingness to 
commit murder. 
 
And so, this pattern has continued through every 
generation to until now. 
 
Men using everything from swords and spears to tanks 
and machine guns for destruction. 
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But as we see in the very end of chapter 4 not all is lost in 
darkness and depravity. 
 
In stark contrast to the line of Cain was the line of Seth. 
 
Genesis 4:25,26 
25 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son 
and named him [m]Seth, “For God has appointed another 
seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.” 26 And as 
for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named 
him [n]Enosh. Then men began to call on the name of 
the Lord. 
 
This would be the line from which Jesus would come. 
 
The one whose heel would be bruised by the serpent but 
he would bruise the serpent’s head. 
 
From the line of Seth would come the one that would 
offer salvation for humanity. 
 
the significance of Seth’s birth and his genealogy is often 
overlooked. 
 
Tonight, we will see why it is so important as we work our 
way through his generations working towards Noah. 
 
Seth’s birth brought hope to his parents, it was the silver 
lining to the very dark cloud that was Cain and the 
suffering and shame he brought upon his family. 
 
We will see many differences between the line of Cain and 
Seth. 
 
Cains genealogy will not include the ages of the fathers 
when the children were born because his line was cursed 
by God and would have no eternal history. 
 
But Seth’s line not only gives the ages of the fathers 
when their children were born but also how long they 
lived after. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%204&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-105m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%204&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-106n
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It is with this information we can closely calculate the 
age of the earth and the date of the flood. 
 
These ages and timelines add validity to the scriptures. 
 
If this were mythology or fairytales there would be no 
need for this information. 
 
But this is an accurate account of history. 
 
In fact, this is the most accurate account of history that 
has ever existed. 
 
One of a myriad of reasons we can trust the word of God. 
 
Genesis 5:1 
this is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that 
God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 
 
Created man in the likeness of God. 
 
God exists as the trinity. 
 
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy spirit. 
 
When God created man, he created them male and female 
in his image. 
 
When God created Adam, he was created in a trinitarian 
form as well. 
 
Body, soul and spirit. 
 
When man sinned, the spirit died. 
 
Every human ever born from that day forward would be 
born with a spirit that was dead. 
 
A spirit that could only have the breath of life breathed 
into them by God himself. 
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Revealing himself in such a way that is undeniable and 
irresistible. 
 
The way verse 1 of chapter 5 is worded points back to  
 
Genesis 1:27 
27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created them.  
 
this points to the fact the fall had not canceled out the 
image of God in them. 
 
Because man is an image bearer of God they have 
unparalleled privilege and potential. 
 
As image bearers they had the capacity to hear Gods 
word, which is something no other creature with the 
exception of angels can do. 
 
Another aspect is that they have the possibility of an 
intimate spiritual relationship as children of God. 
 
Genesis 5:2 
He created them male and female, and blessed them and 
called them Mankind in the day they were created.  
 
The blessing that had been given in chapter 1 to Adam and 
eve would now be passed to the Seth and his line. 
 
Genesis 1:28 
Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 
air, and over every living thing that [h]moves on the 
earth.” 
 
So, the blessing of populating the earth has now been 
given to Seth’s line. 
 
The genealogy in chapter 5 suggests that they did just 
that. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28h
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The ten-generation structure indicates that it is a 
selective genealogy with gaps between the ancestors 
leaving room for substantial increase in population. 
 
The account from Shem to Abram includes ten 
generations as well as king David’s genealogy found in 
ruth. 
 
These ten name structures telescope the number of 
descendants in order to create a compressed history. 
 
This allows us to be able to understand the flexibility of 
the genealogy, plus the repeated emphasis that the 
patriarchs “had other sons and daughters” 
 
As well as the fact that their life expectancy was around 
900 years tells us that the earth would have been rapidly 
populated. 
 
Therefore, fulfilling the blessing “be fruitful and 
multiply.” 
 
Spreading the image of God throughout the world 
especially since at that time they began to call upon the 
Lord by name as it says in the last verse of chapter 4. 
 
As we get into the genealogy itself it’s important, we take 
note of a few things. 
 
The first book of the Old Testament and New Testament 
have genealogy. 
 
In the Old Testament we have it in chapter 4 and 5 of 
genesis and in the New Testament it’s in chapter 1 of 
Matthew. 
 
Genealogies are so very important for many reasons. 
 
One of those reasons being that they lead us directly to 
the Messiah, the Lord, Jesus. 
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As we get verse three of chapter 5 we have the genealogy 
of Seth. 
 
The one through whom the promised one would come. 
 
The deliverer spoken of in chapter three verse 15. 
 
Genessis 4 and 5 are significant be not only because it 
provides the messianic genealogy but also because it is 
the only authentic trustworthy account of history for 
the time of creation to the next monumental event…  
 
The flood. 
 
From to the time of creation to the flood we know nothing 
of what happened on earth except what we have been told 
in these first several chapters. 
 
All of this very intentional. 
 
God didn’t want us to know very many details of life prior 
to the flood. 
 
I believe these people were highly intelligent and more 
advanced than we could ever imagine. 
 
I think God protected us by not telling us what things 
were like. 
 
I also think there were aspects of their civilization that 
we wouldn’t have been able to believe because we would 
filter it through what we know of the earth. 
 
Which is not even comparable to what it was like prior to 
the flood. 
 
They weren’t cavemen grunting at each other. 
 
They were intelligent, sophisticated human beings with 
centuries to perfect their ideas and inventions. 
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So, let’s not allow ourselves to be confined to what we 
know here and now and understand that these were real 
people that were most likely much more intelligent than 
we are. 
 
Genesis 5:3 
3 And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and 
begot a son in his own likeness, after his image, 
and named him Seth. 
 
We do not know how long it was from the birth of Cain 
and Able up to this point. 
 
We can assume by the fact that Able had a wife in chapter 
4 that Adam and eve had other children prior to Seth’s 
birth. 
 
But those other children aren’t included in the genealogy 
of Adam because the messiah would not come from them. 
 
Verse 3 says that Adam begot a son in his own likeness, 
after his image. 
 
Adam was created in the image of God and while all 
humans are image bearers of God we have been tainted by 
sin. 
 
Seth was in the image of his father because he was born 
with a sinful nature that Adam didn’t have when he was 
created. 
 
You see there are so many tiny nuances that are easily 
missed if we simply read the text and don’t study it. 
 
I confess that the Old Testament is not my strongest area. 
 
Although I have studied it, I haven’t spent near as much 
time in it as I have the New Testament. 
 
So I’m learning a lot and hope you guys are too. 
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Verse 3 tells us that son Adam had was named Seth. 
 
Now we have to understand that all of these names mean 
something. 
 
Besides the fact that these generations give us a 
historical timeline we also have the meaning of their 
names which tells us even more. 
 
Seth’s name means appointed or foundation. 
 
Since Abel had been murdered Seth was appointed to be 
the line form which the messiah would come. 
 
He would be the foundation from which the savior of 
humanity would come from. 
 
We will cover 10 generations from Adam to Noah. 
 
And from the information we’re given we can calculate 
the flood happening 1,656 years after creation. 
 
In that time frame with people bearing children for 
centuries and living almost a thousand years we can 
conservatively say that the population on the earth 
could’ve been up to 7 billion people. 
 
We have such a generational overlap and much less death 
that the population was close to what it is today. 
 
Fascinating stuff isn’t it. 
 
We generally don’t think about that. 
 
And to think that out of 7 billion people there were only 8 
that God spared. 
 
This shows what happens when humans can live for so 
long. 
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We live with temptation for 70 maybe 80 years and think 
about how difficult it is for us. 
 
Imagine being attacked by Satan and your fleshly desires 
for almost a millennium. 
 
So yes, people were evil they were exponentially evil 
giving in to their fallen nature. 
 
Turing their backs on God. 
 
Now we can conclude that there were some righteous 
men. 
 
But the ones we know about with the exception of Noah’s 
family, die before the flood. 
 
Genesis 5:4,5 
4 After he begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight 
hundred years; and he had sons and daughters. 5 So all 
the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty 
years; and he died. 
 
We don’t how many other sons and daughters. 
 
But we can say that Noah had 3 sons when he was 500. 
 
So we can gather that people were having children until 
at least the age of 500. 
 
If we said Adam had 1 child a year from the age 130 which 
was when Seth was born until 500… that’s 370 more 
children. 
 
Poor Eve. 
 
So the descendants of Adam and Seth had substantial 
reason for optimism. 
 
They fathered thousands of offspring between them. 
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People that despite the fall and their sinfulness could 
hear Gods word and could live in a relationship with God. 
 
Some did, and some did not. 
 
And just like today more did not than those that did. 
 
But as they multiplied the possibilities were endless. 
 
Nevertheless, despite all the possibilities their optimism 
would always be clouded by one phrase. 
 
He died. 
 
This is the double-edged sword of the human experience. 
 
R. Kent Hughes writes “and so it has been since the fall. A 
great plow furrows the earth, plowing men, women and 
their children under.” 
 
There is coming a day in which the earth will not know any 
of us… 
 
The important thing is does God know you? 
 
Does he know you as one of his children? 
 
Are you protected by Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross? 
 
John 10:27-29 
27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of 
My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is 
greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out 
of My Father’s hand.  
 
As children of God our physical bodies may die but our 
Spirit will never die. 
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Revelation 20:6 
6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 
resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, 
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with Him a thousand years. 
 
But for those that reject Jesus they will face what is 
called the second death. 
 
Revelation 21:6-8 
6 And He said to me, “It[c] is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the 
fountain of the water of life freely to him who 
thirsts. 7 He who overcomes [d]shall inherit all things, 
and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the 
cowardly, [e]unbelieving, abominable, murderers, 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars 
shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire 
and brimstone, which is the second death.” 
 
The first death cannot be avoided. 
 
But for those that are in Christ Jesus the second death 
can. 
 
Adam lived 930 years and he died. 
 
That’s all we get. 
 
And that will be the resounding theme in this entire 
chapter. 
 
We get each man, his age when his son was born that 
would be the form which the messiah would come and then 
we get… 
 
He died. 
 
Death is inevitable and it comes fast. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation%2021&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31060c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation%2021&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31061d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation%2021&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31062e
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Even for the patriarchs that lived 900 plus year it came 
fast. 
 
We blink and time is gone. 
 
I heard a story about a couple that retired early and 
moved to Florida. 
 
They spent their time on their 30’ catamaran soaking up 
the sun and collecting sea shells. 
 
And for many this is the American dream. 
 
Can I just say that the “American dream” 
 
Is trap from Satan. 
 
All the material things. 
 
All the time we waste on comforts and pleasure is lie 
from hell. 
 
Can you imagine standing before a holy righteous God and 
presenting him with your sea shell collection. 
 
And yes when we say it like that it sounds silly, but the 
majority of society is consumed with this mindset. 
 
We see the phrase “and he died” 8 times in this chapter. 
 
These men’s lives reduced to a few sentences and end with 
3 words. 
 
And every person in this room’s life will end with same 3 
words “and they died.” 
 
Unless that is, Jesus calls the church out of here before 
our death. 
 
So how will live our lives until then? 
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Genesis 5:6-8 
6 Seth lived one hundred and five years, and 
begot Enosh. 7 After he begot Enosh, Seth lived eight 
hundred and seven years, and had sons and 
daughters. 8 So all the days of Seth were nine hundred 
and twelve years; and he died. 
 
The name Enosh means man or mortal. 
 
Emphasizing the frailty of the human condition. 
 
We know nothing of him other than he was a son of Seth, 
the son that was in the lineage of Noah and therefore the 
line of Jesus. 
 
Verse 8 ends with death of Seth. 
 
Genesis 5:9-11 
9 Enosh lived ninety years, and begot [a]Cainan. 10 After 
he begot Cainan, Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen 
years, and had sons and daughters. 11 So all the days of 
Enosh were nine hundred and five years; and he died. 
 
Some of your bibles probably spell it Kenan. 
 
No need to freak out! 
 
That just the beauty of the English language. 
 
Both spellings mean the same thing. 
 
The name Kenan derives from the root ןנק  (qanan), which 
describes the act of weaving any kinds of strands into 
dynamic networks: 
 
This can be the way a bird makes a nest or even dynamic 
trade networks. 
 
But it is described as an item that is created or acquired. 
 
Very much like his uncle Cain. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%205&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-115a
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Genesis 5:12-14 
12 Cainan lived seventy years, and begot 
Mahalalel. 13 After he begot Mahalalel, Cainan lived 
eight hundred and forty years, and had sons and 
daughters. 14 So all the days of Cainan were nine 
hundred and ten years; and he died. 
 
Mahalalel means praise or shining one of God. 
 
Which is no coincidence seeing as how he is the 
grandfather of Enoch who as we will see shortly was a 
righteous man that walked with God. 
 
Up to this point everyone we’ve seen has made it to the 900 
year mark. 
 
 Genesis 5:15-17 
15 Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and begot 
Jared. 16 After he begot Jared, Mahalalel lived eight 
hundred and thirty years, and had sons and 
daughters. 17 So all the days of Mahalalel were eight 
hundred and ninety-five years; and he died 
 
The name Jared means to go down or to descend. 
 
At the end of chapter 4 we see that with the birth of Seth 
men began to call upon the lord by name. 
 
And while all of this is happening in the line of Seth we 
have the line of Cain that as we have read were 
descending further into darkness. 
 
Interestingly enough Noah’s generation is the 4th 
generation from Jared. 
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Exodus 20:4-6 
4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth; 5 you shall not bow down to them nor [b]serve 
them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 
God, visiting[c] the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children to the third and fourth generations of those 
who hate Me, 6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those 
who love Me and keep My commandments. 
 
So, is it a coincidence that the fourth-generation from 
Jared was the generation that brought the destruction 
of the flood? 
 
Seeing as how Jared’s name means descending, I find it 
very fitting. 
 
Genesis 5:18-24 
18 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and 
begot Enoch. 19 After he begot Enoch, Jared lived eight 
hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 20 So all the 
days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years; 
and he died. 21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot 
Methuselah. 22 After he begot Methuselah, 
Enoch walked with God three hundred years, and had 
sons and daughters. 23 So all the days of Enoch were 
three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 And Enoch walked 
with God; and he was not, for God took him. 
 
Enoch is a well-known figure but shrouded in mystery. 
 
We know he was a righteous man that walked with God. 
 
This paragraph shines bright in this chapter, as Enoch’s 
lineage isn’t followed by the phrase “and he died” 
 
No, Enoch walked with God, and “he was not for God took 
him.” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2020&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-2057b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2020&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-2057c
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Enoch’s place in the line of Seth couldn’t be more 
dramatic. 
 
Evil Lamech who worshiped his sword was number 7 in the 
line of Cain. 
 
Enoch “the man who walked with God” is 7th in the line of 
Seth. 
 
the two men placed in eternal contrast. 
 
One representing heaven while the other represents 
Hell. 
 
The phrase “walked with God” is only applied to Enoch 
and Noah. 
 
In the Hebrew it describes a close personal communion 
with God. 
 
As if walking at the side of God. 
 
Enoch’s name is interesting as well. 
 
His name means to inaugurate or to train. 
 
As if the time he spent walking with God he was being 
trained to prophecy to the people. 
 
Perhaps he was being trained so that he could train his 
Grandson Noah to become a preacher of righteousness. 
 
But the noun of the root from which his name comes from 
is (hakka) describes a fishing hook, or a hook that grabs a 
prey's jaw,  
 
What happens when you catch a fish? 
 
You snatch him out the water with the hook, right? 
 
Similar to how Enoch was snatched away? 
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We read about Enoch in Hebrews 11:5 and Jude  
 
Hebrews 11:5 
5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see 
death, “and was not found, because God had taken him”; 
for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God. 
 
By Faith Enoch was taken, his righteous walk of faith 
pleased God. 
 
Enoch believed and trusted God. 
 
He had no doubts of who God was or what he was capable 
of. 
 
Jude14,15 
14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about 
these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten 
thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to 
convict all who are ungodly among them of all their 
ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly 
way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners 
have spoken against Him.” 
 
Interestingly enough we get more information about 
Enoch from the New Testament than we do from the Old 
Testament. 
 
Ultimately though we know what happened to him. 
 
He was taken up from this earthly life at the very young 
age of 365. 
 
He was spared death and decay, just like the Christians 
who will be alive when Christ calls the church out of this 
world for the rapture. 
 
The reason we are given for Enoch being taken was that 
he walked with God. 
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He was translated into eternity with God and spared 
disease, death, and corruption for the encouragement of 
believers. 
 
Enoch was taken at about the halfway point from 
creation to the flood. 
 
This means that not only his offspring but also those that 
were born before him would have centuries to reflect 
and discuss what happened. 
 
The question for us is how do we walk with God today? 
 
The image of God has been passed on to us through birth, 
so that it is possible for to hear and obey Gods word and 
to live as his children. 
 
We may have further marred the image with our sin but 
nonetheless his likeness persists. 
 
Genesis 5:25-27 
25 Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, 
and begot Lamech. 26 After he begot Lamech, Methuselah 
lived seven hundred and eighty-two years, and had sons 
and daughters. 27 So all the days of Methuselah were 
nine hundred and sixty-nine years; and he died. 
 
Methuselahs name is the most telling of all it. 
 
It means man of the dart or “his death sends.” 
 
Can anyone tell me what happened the year he died? 
 
Yes! The flood. 
 
And you guys thought this genealogy stuff was going to 
be boring. 
 
We are told That Enoch and moses both proclaimed the 
coming judgment of God. 
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And Methuselahs very name tells of what is to come. 
 
God is a God of order and he has always told us of the 
coming judgment. 
 
He warned the generation that the flood destroyed 
through Enoch and Noah. 
 
He is waring our current generation with his word. 
 
Genesis 5:28-31 
28 Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and 
had a son. 29 And he called his name Noah,[b] saying, 
“This one will comfort us concerning our work and the 
toil of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord 
has cursed.” 30 After he begot Noah, Lamech lived five 
hundred and ninety-five years, and had sons and 
daughters. 31 So all the days of Lamech were seven 
hundred and seventy-seven years; and he died. 
 
The ancient Hebrew research center says this on the 
name of Lamech. 
 
Lamech: 
This is one of the names in the Bible that is very difficult 
to translate as the root of this word, ךמל , is not used 
anywhere in the Biblical text and therefore the meaning 
of this root/word/name is impossible to determine with 
any degree of accuracy. One possible interpretation is 
that this name is the verb ךומ  (mok, Strong's #4134) 
meaning "low" and prefixed by the letter ל meaning "to" – 
"to be low." Other suggested meanings for this 
root/word/name are powerful, robust and priest. 
 
 
Not knowing the meaning doesn’t make him any less 
important though. 
 
He is in the direct line of Jesus and he is Noah’s Father 
both of which make him an important person. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%205&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-135b
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Genesis 5:32 
32 And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah 
begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
 
Noah’s name means comfort, rest or ease. 
 
Which is what his father says in verse 29  
 
29 And he called his name Noah,[b] saying, “This one will 
comfort us concerning our work and the toil of our 
hands, because of the ground which the Lord has 
cursed.”  
 
Which seems odd seeing as how he and his family are the 
only ones that survive what is the most catastrophic 
event to ever take place. 
 
But the comfort or rest would come through his Godly 
life. 
 
He would be the one from which all future generations 
would come. 
 
Now as we end tonight, I’d like to point out a few things 
that if you don’t look at closely you will miss. 
 
We learned that Adam overlapped Methuselah for two 
hundred years. All the way down to Methuselah, and 
Adam is still alive, two hundred years into his life.  
 
So Methuselah could have met Adam. Methuselah actually 
overlapped Noah for six hundred years.  
 
So one man bridges Adam to Noah. You say, “Why is that 
important?” It’s very important. There was no written 
revelation. 
 
Noah overlapped Shem for four hundred years. And are 
you ready for this? Abraham died before Shem.  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%205&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-135b
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Shem could have told Abraham firsthand about the flood. 
It is very likely that Shem was still alive during the 
lifetime of not only Abraham, not only Isaac, but Jacob.  
 
All the way down into the life of the nation Israel, all the 
way down to Jacob.  
 
You really only need four people to span Adam to 
Abraham, to span creation to Abraham.  
 
You just need Adam, Methuselah, Shem, and Abraham, you 
can go all the way to Jacob.  
 
Really important because God was passing down this 
divine truth. 
 
All this genealogy is all of sudden very important is not? 
 
And the most important thing about all of it is that is 
points straight to Jesus. 
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