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Romans 15:14-… 
Being Bold for Christ 

 
Romans 15:1-13 
15 We then who are strong ought to bear with 
the [a]scruples of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his 
good, leading to [b]edification. 3 For even Christ did not 
please Himself; but as it is written, “The reproaches of 
those who reproached You fell on Me.”4 For whatever 
things were written before were written for our 
learning, that we through the [c]patience and comfort of 
the Scriptures might have hope. 5 Now may the God of 
patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded 
toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 6 that 
you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also 
received [d]us, to the glory of God. 8 Now I say that Jesus 
Christ has become a [e]servant to the circumcision for 
the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the 
fathers, 9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God 
for His mercy, as it is written: 
“For this reason I will confess to You among the 
Gentiles, 
And sing to Your name.” 
10 And again he says: 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!” 
11 And again: 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles! 
Laud Him, all you peoples!” 
12 And again, Isaiah says: 
“There shall be a root of Jesse; 
And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, 
In Him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28305a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28306b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28308c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28311d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28312e
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Last week we ended with very encouraging and uplifting 
words from the Apostle Paul. 
 
Hope for the Jewish people as well as the gentiles. 
 
Romans 15:13 
13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Paul is a tough character but this verse reveals his 
tender heart towards the people he is writing to. 
 
We have to keep in mind, what has taken us almost a year 
to cover is a single letter. 
 
So the things said throughout may not be fresh on our 
mind but they certainly were fresh on the mind of those 
that had just read it. 
 
Despite all the difficult things Paul addressed he still 
wanted them to know that he loved them. 
 
That he wanted them be filled with hope, joy and peace. 
 
Ministry is difficult, it requires us to be involved in each 
other’s lives and very often it means addressing difficult 
things just like Paul had to. 
 
But at the end of the day as Pastors we desire the same as 
Paul.  
 
For God to fill each one of you with joy and peace. 
 
Which means when we see something that isn’t right, we 
have to say something. 
 
Why? 
 
Why can’t we just leave people alone and let them live 
their life the way they want? 
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Well first of all God has commanded us to hold each 
other accountable. 
 
But another reason is that if you’re engaged in sin, you 
can’t have true peace or joy. 
 
So, if we want those things for you, we must address the 
sin. 
 
God is the source of Joy, hope and peace. 
 
Our sin is what keeps us from experiencing those things 
the way God intended us to experience them. 
 
That is why we are called to repent, to turn from our sin 
and embrace Christ. 
 
That’s where that peace and joy comes from. 
 
In the beginning of chapter 15 Paul calls the stronger 
believers to bear the weakness of those without 
strength. 
 
Does that mean that we don’t acknowledge it? 
 
No! It means that we are patient with them! 
 
It means we use the areas we are strong in to shore up our 
brothers and sisters that are weak in that area. 
 
We still offer wise counsel and guidance but we do so 
knowing that they are weak and will probably fail. 
 
And when they fail we don’t give up, we keep shoring them 
up. 
 
We keep encouraging and we keep loving. 
 
This doesn’t mean enabling them but walking through the 
difficult times with them. 
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Listen to what the Holy Spirit says through the Apostle 
Paul in these few verses. 
 
1st Corinthians 6:9-11 
9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived; neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor [e]effeminate, nor 
homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the 
kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you; but you 
were washed, but you were sanctified, but you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
in the Spirit of our God. 
 
Ephesians 2:13 
 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far 
off [h]have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
 
Ephesians 5:8 
8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light 
in the Lord; walk as children of light 
 
Colossians 1:21-23 
21 And although you were formerly alienated and 
enemies in mind and in evil deeds, 22 but now 
He reconciled you in the body of His flesh through 
death, in order to present you before Him holy and 
blameless and beyond reproach— 23 if indeed you 
continue in [z]the faith firmly grounded and steadfast, 
and not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which 
you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation 
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, [aa]was made 
a [ab]minister. 
 
Now why did I just read all those verses? 
 
What do they have to do with what we are talking about? 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20corinthians%206&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28477e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%202&version=LSB#fen-LSB-29243h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-29489z
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-29489aa
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-29489ab
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Over and over in scripture we are reminded of who we 
used to be. 
 
Not so that we can beat ourselves up about it or live in a 
constant state of guilt and self-degradation. 
 
But so we remember what God saved us from. 
 
So that we remember the unfathomable amount of grace 
that has been poured out over us. 
 
So that we remain humble. 
 
So that when we do go to a brother or sister, we do so 
remembering where we came from and who we used to be 
until God saved us. 
 
So many times, we hear “forget about the past” 
 
“Never look back” 
 
“It doesn’t matter where you came from only where you 
end up” 
 
Well, I think scripture has made it clear that we need to 
be reminded of our past and what God saved us from. 
 
Now that doesn’t mean that we let our past define us. 
 
It doesn’t mean that we dwell on the things of the past. 
 
We have to remember God used our past… 
 
He used our mistakes and failures. 
 
He used our loss and trauma. 
 
He used past enemies. 
 
He used all of those things to refine you, to shape you. 
He used those things to draw you to himself. 



 6 

 
And although it was painful and full of darkness every 
single person that is heaven will tell you it was worth it! 
 
Every person in this room is a result of your past. 
 
You have to ask yourself if you’re going to be a victim or a 
victor. 
 
You can be a victim of your past and let it dictate every 
waking moment of your life or you can give it to Jesus. 
 
And through him have victory over it! 
 
One of my favorite old hymns speaks about this very thing. 
 
Victory in Jesus my savior forever, he sought me and 
bought me with his redeeming blood. 
 
The choice is yours… 
 
Victim or victor…. 
 
And that brings us to the lesson for today. 
 
Romans 15:14 
14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my 
brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled 
with all knowledge, able also to admonish [f]one 
another. 
 
What a compliment coming from Paul. 
 
We learned from chapter 14 and the first few verses of 
chapter 15 that the church is full of all different levels 
of believers. 
 
From the non-believer to the very mature men and women 
of God. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28318f


 7 

Each one of them playing a role in the church and how 
God intended it to function. 
 
We are called to make disciples, well in order for that to 
happen there must be people that are capable of 
discipling and people that need to be discipled. 
 
This verse continues on in that same theme. 
 
Imagine a church that operates this way… 
 
People that are willing to have the difficult 
conversations, people that hold each other accountable. 
 
People that encourage as well as offer correction when 
necessary… 
 
If that sounds scary to you then you must ask yourself if 
you really want to grow in maturity. 
 
Because this is the way a healthy church must operate. 
 
If you remember in romans chapter1 Paul speaks very 
highly of the roman church. 
 
Romans 1:8 
First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, 
that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole 
world. 
 
This tells us that this church definitely had some very 
mature believers among them. 
 
Romans 15:14 
14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my 
brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled 
with all knowledge, able also to admonish [f]one 
another. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28318f
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Paul is expressing that he himself has confidence in this 
church and their ability to walk according to what God 
has commanded of them. 
 
Despite Paul’s very strong warnings and admonitions he 
was well aware of the faith that the Roman church 
possessed. 
 
Romans 15:15,16 
15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to 
you on some points, as reminding you, because of the 
grace given to me by God, 16 that I might be a minister of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of 
God, that the offering [g]of the Gentiles might be 
acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 
 All throughout the book of Acts Paul is described as 
speaking out boldly in the name of Jesus Christ… 
 
Did you know we are called to be bold; we are called to be 
courageous… 
 
This doesn’t mean careless or reckless though. 
 
It means we should absolutely be bold when it comes to 
the Gospel, when it comes to our lord. 
 
This doesn’t mean that we are prideful or think more 
highly of ourselves than we should. 
 
But it does mean that we should have complete confidence 
in the Lord and his plan. 
 
Somewhere along the way the American church embraced 
this idea that Christians should never speak up. 
 
That we shouldn’t speak about hell and judgement. 
 
That we shouldn’t speak about the blood of Jesus. 
 
Well all of those are lies straight from the pit of hell. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28320g
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Joshua 1:9 
9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good 
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
 
These are words directly from the Lord to Joshua after 
the death of moses. 
 
These are the words God said to Joshua after he gave the 
command to cross the river Jordan. 
 
2nd Corinthians 3:12 
12 Since this new way gives us such confidence, we can be 
very bold.  
 
Acts 4:29 
29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your 
servants, great boldness in preaching your word. 
 
This was a prayer from Peter and John and the other 
disciples who had been experiencing great persecution by 
the religious leaders. 
 
But notice they didn’t ask God to deliver them from these 
trials. 
 
They didn’t ask God to make their ministry easier… 
 
They prayed that God would give them boldness in 
preaching his word… boldness in the face of threats and 
persecution. 
 
The amount of scripture that speaks about men of God 
boldly proclaiming truth is staggering. 
 
Which should inspire us to be of the same mindset. 
 
If you have a problem with being bold for Jesus, then do 
what the early believers did… 
 
Pray for boldness. 
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Paul is bold in his presentation of the gospel because his 
desire is for the gentiles to hear that message, to receive 
it and act on it. 
 
We have to be confident in our faith, we have to be bold. 
 
Why? 
 
Because who is going to listen to someone that seems not 
to believe what they say. 
 
In all of that we must remember our confidence must 
never be in ourselves or our abilities but in God and his 
ability to work through us. 
 
I am terribly flawed; I have experienced more failure than 
success. 
 
I am incapable of preaching, teaching, discipling… 
 
But I can do all those things through Christ who 
strengthens me!!!!! 
 
It is not my confidence in my ability that allows me to get 
up here in front of a room full of people and preach. 
 
It’s because I completely submit myself to the Lord and the 
calling he has placed on my life. 
 
I didn’t choose to be a Pastor God chose it for me. 
 
And although he doesn’t call us all to be Pastors, we are 
all called to minister and we should do that with 
confidence in the Lord and his plan. 
 
God can and will use each and every one of us to 
accomplish his will. 
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Romans 15:15,16 
15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to 
you on some points, as reminding you, because of the 
grace given to me by God, 16 that I might be a minister of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of 
God, that the offering [g]of the Gentiles might be 
acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 
Paul’s goal was to proclaim the gospel of Jesus to the 
gentiles so that through that message they might be saved 
and in turn be a people worthy to be an offering to God. 
 
Romans 15:17 
17 Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the 
things which pertain to God. 
 
The Greek word used for the word glory here is 
(kauchēsin)  
 
It means boasting, glorying or exultation. 
 
Paul has no problem boasting about Christ. 
 
About what Christ has done in him, about what Christ has 
accomplished through him. 
 
He is quick to tell us about how good God is and about the 
salvation that lies in Christ Jesus. 
 
Think about Paul’s testimony, going from persecuting 
Gods church to boldly proclaiming the very message he 
sought to utterly destroy. 
 
I think that’s why he was so bold, so eager to evangelize. 
 
He had experienced first-hand the saving power of our 
Lord and wanted the entire world to know about it. 
 
We may not all be Paul’s but those of us that are 
Christians should have that same eager excitement to 
share the truth about Gods saving grace. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2015&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28320g
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It’s like our little church here. 
 
I have no problem glorifying God and boasting about what 
he has done in this little church. 
 
It’s not because Bo or Kenric or myself. 
 
It’s not because of the elders of the church that we have 
gone from 12 people meeting on the showroom floor of 
boat dealership a little over 3 and half years ago to 
owning our own building and averaging over 100 people 
on Sunday mornings… 
 
Its because of GOD ALMIGHTY!!!!!!!!! 
 
It’s because he has moved mightily in the hearts of his 
people. 
 
It’s because you guys have eagerly shared what God has 
done for you and because of that more people have come. 
 
I have no problem proclaiming Gods goodness and how he 
has continued to provide everything we need often before 
we even ask. 
 
Its ok to brag about God. 
 
In fact, he’s the only thing in the world that is acceptable 
to brag about. 
 
It’s completely acceptable to boldly proclaim what he 
has done your life! 
 
We should be eager and excited to share the gospel! 
 
Romans 15:18 
18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those 
things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in 
word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient—  
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He’s saying “I’m not boasting about what I have 
accomplished as an apostle but what Christ has done 
through me” 
 
Paul knew that he was human, he knew he was sinful, he 
knew he was incapable of producing anything good apart 
from the Lord. 
 
And out of all the apostles Paul would have the most to 
boast about. 
 
He travelled the most, helped start the most churches, he 
was intrical in helping set up proper church governance. 
 
He was used to write the most books of the new testament 
and the majority of the book of Acts speaks of his 
ministry. 
 
After Jesus he was likely the most influential person in 
the New Testament. 
 
But he is not bragging about his accomplishments. 
 
He is bragging about God, because to Paul the things that 
he had done wasn’t him at all. 
 
Paul was tormented by his sin and short comings. 
 
Another sign of a true believer… 
 
And why is being tormented by your sin the sign of a 
mature believer? 
 
Billy Graham said “the closer you walk with Jesus the 
more sinful you will feel” 
 
And I don’t know if truer words have ever been spoken. 
 
Paul knew who he was, he didn’t lie to himself. 
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He didn’t hold himself above others because of his 
apostleship. 
 
Romans 7:15 
15 For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I 
will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I 
do. 
 
This is the point we get to when we stop lying to 
ourselves. 
 
And if you say you don’t lie to yourself, then you just lied 
to yourself…. 
 
This is what happens when Jesus is your all in all. 
 
Your sin is painful because it causes you to feel separated 
from God. 
 
And as Christians we desperately need to feel close to 
him in order to feel complete. 
 
We search for completeness in so many things, trying to 
find approval from people and satisfaction from this 
world. 
 
All of which is pointless and counter productive to the 
follower of Jesus. 
 
Don’t waste your time and energy seeking the approval of 
people! 
 
It won’t add a day to your life, it will never bring you true 
satisfaction and eventually will leave you feeling empty 
and defeated. 
 
Galatians 1:10 
10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to 
please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a 
bondservant of Christ. 
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You cannot live for human approval and be a Christian. 
 
But you can be a Christian who is guilty of seeking the 
approval of man which is a sin. 
 
We live our lives way too worried about what other 
people think about us. 
 
I love you guys and I do appreciate your compliments but 
that is not why I do what I do. 
 
If that was my motivation I would find myself quickly 
dissatisfied and seeking something else. 
 
Preaching is one of the many ways I worship our 
wonderful Lord. 
 
I find great satisfaction in proclaiming how wonderful he 
is. 
 
I am a builder by trade, I have built over 1,000 homes in my 
career. 
 
Each one bringing its own trials as well as a sense of 
accomplishment. 
 
But I have never felt more satisfied than after spending a 
week of studying and then delivering a message on Sunday 
morning. 
 
Outside of my salvation and my family this ministry is the 
most fulfilling and greatest gift God has blessed me with. 
 
Romans 15:19 
19 in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit 
of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to 
Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  
 
Before the full gospel message was recorded in 
scripture God often confirmed true preaching with signs 
and wonders. 
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But even in the days of the apostles the most miraculous 
confirmation of the gospel was not through signs and 
wonders but through the regeneration of a human soul 
from sinner to saint. 
 
From being an enemy of God to being a child of God. 
 
Being transformed from a child of wrath to a child of 
light. 
 
the greatest divine affirmation of ministry was and 
remains the spiritual transformation of souls. 
 
The truth of the Gospel today is authenticated by Gods 
completed word in the New Testament, but the power of 
the gospel is demonstrated by the lives that are 
transformed. 
 
There is no greater proof to the existence of God than to 
witness the true regeneration of a human heart. 
 
Paul says he went from Jerusalem to Illyricum 
proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 
That’s about 1400 miles of travel. 
 
Which would be like going from here to Boston… without 
a car. 
 
Some of the journey of course was by boat, which still 
was not a fun way to travel, the weather was very 
unpredictable, storms would pop up out of nowhere. 
 
Paul even speaks of the dangers when he tells us he was 
shipwrecked three times. 
 
Paul says he fully preached the gospel message, which 
could mean two things… 
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Either preaching the Full Gospel message or preaching 
throughout the full geographical area in which he was 
called to minister. 
 
Both of which describe his ministry appropriately. 
 
There was nothing that was going to stand in the way of 
him fulfilling that which God had called him to do! 
 
2nd Corinthians 11:23-30 
 23 Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—
I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths 
often. 24 From the Jews five times I 
received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I 
was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times 
I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the 
deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of 
robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the 
Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren; 27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold 
and nakedness— 28 besides the other things, what comes 
upon me daily: my deep concern for all the 
churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made 
to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation? 
30 If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern 
my [d]infirmity. 
 
Paul faced what seemed to be insurmountable odds. 
 
Statistically speaking he should’ve died countless times. 
 
But God wasn’t through with him… 
 
And you know what? 
 
Gods not through with you either! 
 
How do I know? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20corinthians%2011&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29020d
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Because you’re still on this earth, which means you have 
yet to accomplish what your creator wants you to 
accomplish! 
 
So if you feel defeated, if you fill insignificant or like 
your life doesn’t matter… 
 
It does! 
 
If you’re going through various trials count it all as joy! 
 
You are in great company from the Apostle Paul to Jesus 
himself. 
 
And may I remind you, you don’t have to go through them 
alone! 
 
You have a loving church family, but you also have a 
loving father that will never leave you nor forsake you. 
 
Romans 15:20,21 
20 And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not 
where Christ was named, lest I should build on another 
man’s foundation, 21 but as it is written: 
“To whom He was not announced, they shall see; 
And those who have not heard shall understand.” 
 
Paul’s desire was to share the gospel message with people 
that had never heard the name of Jesus. 
 
He was the epitome of an evangelist. 
 
He was pioneer missionary and church planter. 
 
People who have had no news of Christ or have not heard 
the gospel are everywhere! 
 
Every country, every town, every city, every community 
and neighborhood. 
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Now God doesn’t call everyone to be an evangelist but he 
absolutely calls everyone to be a witness! 
 
And we miss opportunities all the time. 
 
We could all do a better Job of being ready to boldly 
proclaim the gospel, myself included. 
 
There’s always room for improvement, 
 
Just as we never stop growing and maturing in Christ we 
should never stop bearing witness to the wonderful 
things he has done!!! 
 
Paul is not saying that he doesn’t want to build on 
someone else’s teaching, he’s saying his desire is to share 
the truth with those that have never heard it. 
 
There is nothing wrong with building on a foundation that 
another believer has set. 
 
1st Corinthians 3:6 
I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 
 
As long as the seed that was planted is truth it doesn’t 
matter who planted it… 
 
God is the one that is responsible for the growth! 
 
Whether it be Paul or Apollos or me or you! 
 
All Glory to our heavenly father for his bountiful grace! 
 
Romans 15:22 
22 For this reason I also have been much hindered from 
coming to you. 
 
Paul had a desire to visit the Roman church but it wasn’t 
part of Gods plan at that time. 
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He had to first accomplish the mission God had set before 
him in the areas he had been to. 
 
Remember he had travelled great distances spreading the 
gospel and planting churches in places that had not yet 
heard the gospel. 
 
And Paul knew that this was all part of Gods plan. 
 
He expressed this quite clearly in the very first chapter 
of Romans. 
 
Romans 1:9-15 
 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve [b]with my spirit in 
the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make 
mention of you always in my prayers, 10 making request if, 
by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of 
God to come to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may 
impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be 
established— 12 that is, that I may be encouraged 
together with you by the mutual faith both of you and 
me. 
13 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I 
often planned to come to you (but was hindered until 
now), that I might have some fruit among you also, just as 
among the other Gentiles. 14 I am a debtor both to Greeks 
and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as 
much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you 
who are in Rome also. 
 
Paul is ending his letter in the same way he started it by 
expressing his deep desire to visit the faithful people of 
the Roman church. 
 
Reiterating that the only reason he hadn’t visited was 
because God had not yet allowed him to go there. 
 
Which we can look back on that now and see the 
sovereign hand of God at work in Paul’s life and the life 
of the church. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27940b
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Just like we can look back at our own life and the 
different seasons of life and see how God protected us 
from certain things. 
 
How he allowed certain things to happen that may have 
been difficult but had a purpose. 
 
I can truly say I am grateful for what was the most 
difficult and trying time of my life. 
 
It was during that time that God brought me the love of my 
life, my precious wife Rebecca. 
 
It was during that time that he brought me into the office 
of Pastor Bo Smith. 
 
13 years ago I walked into his office a shell of a man, 
broken in a way that no one thought there was any hope 
for me. 
 
But God used that to bring me where I am today. 
 
God used Paul’s past also to help shape and mold him, to 
prepare him to be the Apostle to the gentiles. 
 
And you are no different than myself or Paul. 
 
God used your past to prepare you for the future. 
 
There are also things that happen in our that keep us 
from doing what we want or accomplishing what we set 
out to do. 
 
From large things to small things. 
 
Sometimes God uses those things to protect us from 
something much worse. 
 
Sometimes he uses those things to bless us more 
abundantly later… 
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Paul said he desired to visit the Roman church but had 
been kept from coming  
 
Romans 15:22 
22 For this reason I also have been much hindered from 
coming to you. 
 
Very often we experience delays or disappointments. 
 
Something doesn’t go our way or someone else does 
something that interferes with our plans. 
 
And these things can be very frustrating in the moment. 
 
Writer and actor Seth McFarlane had been due to fly on 
American Airlines flight 11 on the morning of 9/11. 
However, thanks to a gnarly hangover and a mix-up with 
flight times, Seth missed his flight by just 10 minutes. An 
hour later, while waiting for his replacement flight, 
Flight 11 flew into the North Tower, killing everyone on 
board. 
 
Seth wasn’t the only celebrity due to fly on Flight 11 that 
morning. Actor Mark Wahlberg was originally planning 
to be on the same flight, but a last-minute change of heart 
saw him taking a flight to Canada to attend a film festival 
instead. 
 
When George Keith’s BMW unexpectedly shifted into first 
gear while driving on 10th September, he was less than 
impressed. The investment banker wanted his prized BMW 
up and running to drive into Manhattan for his 8am 
meeting at the World Trade Centre the following 
morning.  
Arriving at the garage at 7am, George was frustrated to 
learn that the mechanics refused to work that early in 
the morning, forcing him to wait an extra hour for a 
repair that took less than five minutes.  
Once his car was repaired, George made for the office but 
found himself stuck in traffic. As he looked up towards 
the tower where his meeting was supposed to take place, 
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he spotted plumes of smoke. Switching on the car radio, he 
learned that a plane had just crashed into the North 
Tower. 
 
According to Jermaine Jackson’s autobiography, Michael 
Jackson was supposed to be in a meeting at the top of one 
of the towers on the morning of September 11th but had 
overslept and missed his appointment. The pop star had 
stayed up until 3am the night before talking to his mum 
and sisters. 
 
Eight and a half months pregnant with her unborn son, 
37-year-old Marya had decided to take things slow on the 
morning of 11th September. Running much later than 
usual, Marya had decided to get a later subway train and 
then get off a stop early so she could enjoy the beautiful 
day. Instead, she saw her office engulfed in flames before 
collapsing. 
 
When writer Nicholas Reihner twisted his ankle while 
hiking on vacation to Maine, he had to miss his flight home. 
This small twist of fate meant that Nicholas missed his 
seat on American Airlines Flight 11 - the first of the 
planes to be hijacked that morning. 
 
These are just a few of the hundreds of stories like this. 
 
Now some of you are wondering what in the world this has 
to do with Paul or you. 
 
We can look at these instances and know that it was the 
will of God that kept these people from being involved in 
this horrific event. 
 
But often in our own lives we never know what our delays 
or disruptions protect us from. 
 
On the other hand, sometimes, we can look back at our 
past and clearly see why something happened. 
 

https://www.history.co.uk/articles/11-unknown-facts-about-the-911-terrorist-attack
https://www.history.co.uk/articles/11-unknown-facts-about-the-911-terrorist-attack
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In both cases we should rest easy knowing that God has a 
plan and a purpose for all of it. 
 
So if you’re going through something now and you just 
don’t understand why. 
 
Ask God for guidance. 
 
Ask him to be led by his spirit and guided by his hand. 
 
Ask him to help you to see what he is trying to teach you. 
 
Ask him how you can use this time in your life to help 
others. 
 
But I encourage you don’t be scared and don’t worry. 
 
Luke 12:29-31 
29 “And do not seek what you should eat or what you 
should drink, nor have an anxious mind. 30 For all these 
things the nations of the world seek after, and your 
Father knows that you need these things. 31 But 
seek [f]the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be 
added to you. 
 
My hope for each of you is that you leave here 
encouraged today. 
 
That you leave with a new perspective on your life and 
walk with Christ. 
 
That you leave inspired to be bold and courageous, ready 
to proclaim the truth of the saving gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
And if you don’t know him that today you cry out to him, 
confess your sins and repent and walk in the glorious 
light of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%2012&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25491f


 25 

 


