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Genesis 21 pt2 
 

Last week we saw God keep his promise to Abraham and 
Sarah. 
 
We saw Abraham at 100 years old and Sarah at 90 give 
birth to their first child. 
 
This was the fulfilment of prophecy and a promise made by 
God. 
 
We saw Abraham send away Hagar and Ishmael at the 
request of his wife. 
 
We saw 2 types of laughter. 
 
The joyous laughter of Sarah and the mocking scornful 
laughter of Ishmael. 
 
We also saw God make a promise to Hagar that he would 
protect her and her son and from her son would come a 
mighty nation. 
 
We talked about the fact that, that nation would be the 
Arab nation and from that nation would eventually come 
the nation of Islam. 
 
Tonight, we will see a second encounter between 
Abraham and Abimelech. 
 
Only this time Abraham won’t be lying to Abimelech. 
 
What happened the last time these two men met? 
 
Does anyone remember? 
 
Abraham lied for the second time about Sarah being his 
sister. 
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The Lord came to Abimelech and warned him if he did not 
return Sarah untouched that he would wreak havoc on 
him and his household even his entire nation. 
 
Tonight, we have a much different interaction between 
these two men. 
 
Genesis 21:22 
22 Now it happened at that time, that Abimelech and 
Phicol, the commander of his army, spoke to Abraham, 
saying, “God is with you in all that you do; 
 
God is with you… 
 
What a profound statement coming from the mouth of a 
pagan king. 
 
To recognize that the hand of God was upon Abraham. 
 
We will hear these same words spoken to Abraham’s son 
Isaac, his grandson Jacob and his great grandson joseph. 
 
Which is very important that we see. 
 
This shows that when a godly man leads his family well 
not only will his children follow but many generations 
will follow. 
 
The people you will have the greatest impact on in your 
life will be your children. 
 
How you treat them and how you conduct yourself in 
front of them will be the most influential thing in their 
entire life until their spouse comes along. 
 
But how you raise them will determine the criteria by 
which they will choose their spouse. 
 
When Abimelech says “God is with you in all that you do” 
shows that he sees something very special in Abraham. 
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He has seen the Lord speak to himself on behalf of 
Abraham. 
 
In that he saw the lord protect Sarah. 
 
He has witnessed Abraham prosper in the land in which he 
dwelt. 
 
Abimelech was king of the philistines… 
 
Does anyone in here remember a famous philistine? 
 
Maybe one the most famous pagans in all the bible… 
 
Goliath. 
 
Of course, he won’t come along for a few hundred more 
years and by that time the covenant that Abimelech and 
Abraham cut will be long forgotten. 
 
But the statement Abimelech makes speaks to who 
Abraham is as a man, but ore importantly as a man of faith. 
 
Abraham didn’t have a neon sign over his head proclaiming 
God was with him. 
 
Abimelech saw this by the way Abraham conducted himself 
as well as how God blessed him. 
 
The reason I bring this to your attention is because there 
is something about that statement “God is with you” 
 
That goes far beyond just Abraham. 
 
Which leads me to a question. 
 
Do the people that know you think to themselves “God is 
with them” 
 
It’s not about being a pretentious self righteous bible 
thumper. 
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It’s about living a life faithful to God and what he has 
called you to do. 
 
If you pursue his will people will see that he is with you. 
 
Not because of you but because of what he does in you and 
through you. 
 
Genesis 21:23 
23 so now, swear to me here by God that you will not deal 
falsely with me or with my offspring or with my 
posterity, but according to the lovingkindness that I 
have shown you, you shall show me and the land in which 
you have sojourned.” 
 
Abimelech is asking for there to be peace between them 
and even their children. 
 
He has seen the favor of the lord upon Abraham and he 
doesn’t want to cross him. 
 
So, he desires to make a covenant with Abraham, a peace 
covenant that for all intents and purposes would benefit 
them and their offspring. 
 
What do you think his true motivation behind this is? 
 
While we don’t have anything in this section that tells us 
there is another encounter that happens years later that 
can give us some insight. 
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Genesis 26:26-29 
26 Now Abimelech came to him from Gerar [p]with his 
adviser Ahuzzath and Phicol the commander of his 
army. 27 And Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, 
since you hate me and have sent me away from 
you?” 28 Then they said, “We see plainly that Yahweh has 
been with you; so we said, ‘Let there now be an oath 
between us—between [q]you and us—and let us cut a 
covenant with you, 29 that you will do us no harm, just as 
we have not touched you [r]and have done to you nothing 
but good and have sent you away in peace. You are now 
the blessed of Yahweh.’”  
 
I think the exact same thing happened with Abraham. 
 
Abimelech recognized he was blessed by God and didn’t 
want any bad blood between them. 
 
I see it as an act of self-preservation. 
 
Genesis 21:24-26 
24 And Abraham said, “I swear it.” 25 But Abraham 
reproved Abimelech about the well of water which the 
servants of Abimelech had seized. 26 And Abimelech said, 
“I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell 
me, nor did I hear of it [l]until today.” 
 
Does anyone know what Abraham is saying here? 
 
He is saying that Abimelech’s people came and took his 
well by force. 
 
Which was in the land that he was told by Abimelech he 
could have  
 
Genesis 20:15 
15 And Abimelech said, “Behold, my land is before 
you; [i]settle wherever it is good in your sight.” 
 
So the servants of Abimelech that took control of the 
well in the land where Abraham was, which violated what 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2026&version=LSB#fen-LSB-719p
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2026&version=LSB#fen-LSB-721q
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2026&version=LSB#fen-LSB-722r
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2021&version=LSB#fen-LSB-540l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2020&version=LSB#fen-LSB-511i
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Abimelech had told Abraham and Abraham made sure to 
let him know that. 
 
Which is just an example of how ungodly people conduct 
themselves. 
 
They have no true moral compass by which to steer their 
life. 
 
If they don’t have faith in the Lord, they will not fear the 
lord and therefore they will do things that go against 
the commandments God has given. 
 
Covetousness leads to stealing and that’s exactly what 
happened in this instance. 
 
They wanted what Abraham had, they didn’t know or fear 
God or the repercussions for taking what wasn’t theirs 
so they took it. 
 
Abimelech claims he had no knowledge of these events. 
 
He says to Abraham I had no idea this happened because 
you never told me. 
 
Genesis 21:27-30 
27 So Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to 
Abimelech, and the two of them cut a covenant. 28 Then 
Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by 
themselves. 29 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What do 
these seven ewe lambs mean, which you have set by 
themselves?” 30 He said, “You shall take these seven ewe 
lambs from my hand so that it may be a witness to me, 
that I dug this well.” 
 
This was the custom of the day, animals would be 
exchanged and agreements would be made. 
 
Abraham offers 7 lambs to Abimelech and when Abimelech 
accepts them he is saying he is in agreement with what 
Abraham has proposed. 
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Also, by accepting the lambs he acknowledges that 
Abraham is the one that dug the well and therefore 
rightful owner. 
 
Fresh water was a rare and valuable commodity during 
this time. 
 
Water is what sustains life. 
 
It sustains people, animals and crops and without fresh 
water everything and everyone would die. 
 
So it’s not unusual that this well that Abraham had dug 
was taken over the philistines. 
 
But Abimelech makes it right. 
 
Genesis 21:31-34 
 31 Therefore he called that place Beersheba, because 
there the two of them swore an oath. 32 So they cut a 
covenant at Beersheba; and Abimelech and Phicol, the 
commander of his army, arose and returned to the land 
of the Philistines. 33 And Abraham planted a tamarisk 
tree at Beersheba, and there he called upon the name of 
Yahweh, the Everlasting God. 34 And Abraham 
sojourned in the land of the Philistines for many days. 
 
Why did he name it Beersheba? 
 
It doesn’t tell us does it? 
 
Well actually the Hebrew does tell us! 
 
Beersheba means well of seven. 
 
So they came to a peaceful agreement, Abimelech and his 
commander returned home and Abraham worshiped his 
God. 
 
Keep in mind the philistines were a very bad pagan nation. 
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They had already taken Abrahams well, the king had been 
lied to by Abraham and deceived by he and Sarah. 
 
But God protected them in all of this. 
 
Abrahams response to this interaction was to worship the 
Lord. 
 
We should always be quick to acknowledge when God has 
done something good in our lives. 
 
We should take what Abraham did to heart and have the 
same attitude. 
 
All too often we pray for things and when those prayers 
are answered we forget to give God the glory and praise 
he deserves. 

 
Genesis 22 

Abrahams greatest test 
 

Genesis 22 just so happens to be one of if not the most 
known story about Abraham. 
 
A few weeks ago we saw God fulfill his promise to 
Abraham and Sarah in the form of a son. 
 
Isaac. 
 
Tonight, we will see God call Abraham to sacrifice his 
beloved promised son. 
 
This points to how God the father would one day sacrifice 
his Son Jesus for us. 
 



 9 

And just as God provides the sacrifice for Abraham on 
this day he provided the sacrifice for everyone who would 
ever believe in his son Jesus Christ the messiah. 
 
And when you really think about it God not only provided 
the lamb for Abraham, he not only provided Jesus for us, 
but he provides everything we have. 
 
It is because of God that we have homes to live in. 
 
It is because of God that we have food to eat. 
 
It is because of God that we have a church family that 
loves and cares for us. 
 
Everything that we have, everything that is good in our 
lives is because the sovereign God of the universe saw fit 
to provide it for us. 
 
Genesis 22:1 
Now it happened after these things, that God tested 
Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.”  
 
Chapter 22 starts out by saying after these things. 
 
This is for chronology sakes. 
 
This tells us that what we are about to read happened 
after Hagar and Ishmael depart and after Abram cuts a 
covenant with Abimelech. 
 
The word tells us that God tested Abraham. 
 
This is so the reader understands that what they are 
about to read is a test. 
 
Keep in mind that God knew that he was going to put 
Abraham’s faith to the test in this way before Abraham 
was even born. 
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None of this was a last-minute idea, this was the plan all 
along. 
 
Every test of faith that Abraham experienced in his entire 
life was leading up to this point. 
 
We may not be all be called to such a great test of faith 
but every single person that has been and ever will be a 
Christian will be tested. 
 
So let’s briefly talk about the difference between being 
tested and being tempted…. 
 
Does anyone know the difference between a test and a 
temptation? 
 
A test comes from an outside source while temptation 
comes from within us… 
 
James 1:13-15 
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being 
tempted [j]by God”; for God cannot be tempted [k]by evil, 
and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 14 But each one is 
tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own 
lust. 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin, and when sin is fully matured, it brings forth death.  
 
God will never tempt you to do anything that is sin. 
 
Temptation is born in our evil little hearts. 
 
God will allow you to be tested, he will allow Satan to 
test you just as he did Jesus. 
 
But temptation comes from within us. 
 
It’s important we understand the difference between the 
two. 
 
Tonight we will see Abraham being put to the test and not 
by Satan but by God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30280j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%201&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30280k
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God can test our faith but it will never be with sin. 
 
It can be through tribulation; it can be through calling us 
to sacrifice something but he will never test us with sin. 
 
And even though temptation comes from within he still 
provides us a way out every time. 
 
1st Corinthians 10:13 
No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common 
to man, but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that 
you will be able to endure it. 
 
But temptation isn’t the main focus of the lesson tonight 
but rather tonight is about being tested. 
 
So in Genesis 22:1 we see the Lord call upon Abraham and 
Abraham responds with “here I am” 
 
Almost as if saying “here I am lord ready to do whatever it 
is you need me to do.” 
 
Genesis 22:2,3 
2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only one, whom 
you love, Isaac, and go forth to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I will tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose 
early in the morning and saddled his donkey and took 
two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he 
split wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to 
the place of which God had told him.  
 
Here it is, the moment that has been coming for Abraham 
his entire life. 
 
He had no idea that God was going to call him to this. 
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Very similar to when God first calls him out of Haran, he 
doesn’t tell him where he’s going, he just tells him to head 
in a general direction. 
 
And just like when God first calls him, we see no 
hesitation. 
 
There is no pleading with God, no begging for God to 
spare his precious son. 
 
I don’t know if I could do this. 
 
I can see myself begging to please take me instead of 
having to give my son up, I could see myself asking God “is 
there any other way Lord” 
 
God says take now your son YOUR ONLY SON…. 
 
Wait a minute though Abraham had another son right? 
 
Ishmael…. 
 
This tells us that God did not recognize Ishmael as 
Abrahams son in the same way he recognized Isaac. 
 
Isaac was the promised one, the only begotten OF 
Abraham. 
 
The one through which the promises made to Abraham 
would be fulfilled. 
 
This also points to a future event does it not? 
 
Who else was an only son? 
 
Jesus! 
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Genesis 22:3 
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his 
donkey and took two of his young men with him and Isaac 
his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering and 
arose and went to the place of which God had told him.  
 
I can’t even begin to imagine what was going through 
Abraham’s mind as was chopping the wood that would be 
used to burn the body of his son. 
 
This is a weighty moment for Abraham. 
 
But still no hesitation, we see no sign of doubt 
whatsoever. 
 
We see a man filled with faith, a man that knew Isaac was 
the promised son. 
 
Abraham knew that even if he did end up ultimately having 
to sacrifice Isaac that the God he served was powerful 
enough to bring him back to life. 
 
Hebrews 11:17-19 
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up 
Isaac, and he who had received the promises was 
offering up his only son, 18 to whom it was said, “In Isaac 
your seed shall be called.” 19 [o]He considered that God is 
able to raise people even from the dead, from 
which, [p]figuratively speaking, he also received him 
back. 
 
I think that’s why we see him so willingly doing exactly 
what God was calling him to. 
 
Because he believed God, he knew that it would be 
through Isaac that the promises of the lord would be kept 
so with no doubt in his mind he does exactly what the Lord 
commanded him to do. 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2011&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30192o
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2011&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30192p
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Genesis 22:4-6 
4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the 
place from a distance. 5 And Abraham said to his young 
men, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go 
over there; and we will worship, and we will return to 
you.” 6 Then Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and put it on Isaac his son, and he took in his 
hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked 
on together. 
 
I want us to put ourselves in Abrahams position… 
 
For three days he has traveled with one thought on his 
mind. 
 
Knowing that he would reach a point where God said 
you’ve come to the right place and he would have to 
sacrifice his son. 
 
We are not sure exactly how old Isaac is at this point but 
he is old enough to carry the wood that was going to be 
used to burn his body. 
 
He was also old enough to recognize the fact that there 
was no lamb for the sacrifice as we will see in the next 
few verses. 
 
There are so many parallels to this story and the story of 
Jesus’s crucifixion. 
 
Does anyone notice any similarities or something that is 
significant in these verse as well as what happened with 
Jesus? 
 
He waited THREE days! 
 
Isaac carried the wood that would be used as to burn his 
sacrificed body just as Jesus bore the cross. 
 
These little details matter. 
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Does anyone know how long it will be from this point in 
time until Jesus dies on the cross? 
 
Approximately 2000 years! 
 
Yet we see so many things that are so familiar between 
these two stories as we will continue to see. 
 
Genesis 22:7,8 
7 Then Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My 
father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he said, 
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb 
for the burnt offering?” 8 And Abraham said, “God 
will [a]provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt 
offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on 
together. 
 
Like I said Isaac was old enough to realize they had no 
lamb for the sacrifice. 
 
He poses the question to his father and his father’s 
response is beautiful, as well prophetic in two ways. 
 
Does anyone know the ways Abrahams statement ““God 
will [a]provide for Himself the lamb” were prophetic? 
 
The first way is that God does that very day provide the 
sacrifice. 
 
When Abraham faithfully does what God calls him to do 
he will be stopped, he and his son will look up and there 
will be a ram tangled in the briars. 
 
The second way this statement was prophetic was the 
sense in which the Lord provided the ultimate sacrifice in 
the form of his son. 
 
The one man who died so that we may all live. 
 
It was the fathers plan all along to send Jesus to the 
cross. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2022&version=LSB#fen-LSB-556a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2022&version=LSB#fen-LSB-556a
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Just like it was God’s plan all along to call Abraham to 
this test of faith. 
 
And just as Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son and 
just as his son willingly followed him to his slaughter 
Jesus willingly went to the cross for us. 
 
Genesis 22:9,10 
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him; 
and Abraham built the altar there and arranged the 
wood and bound his son Isaac and put him on the altar, 
on top of the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his 
hand and took the knife to slay his son.  
 
Abraham never once shows any sign of hesitation. 
 
As his faith is being put to the ultimate test he never 
waivers. 
 
One thing that always struck me as interesting is that we 
hear nothing from Isaac during this encounter. 
 
His father ties him up, places him on the altar which they 
had built and put wood around so they could burn it and 
then he literally raises his hand with a knife in it above his 
son and we get nothing! 
 
Maybe the Lord put Isaac to sleep, maybe Isaac was awake 
and completely losing his mind, we have no idea. 
 
Genesis 22:11 
11 But the angel of Yahweh called to him from heaven 
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
 
For a second time we see Abraham say to the Lord “here I 
am” 
 
This is not because the Lord can’t see him or can’t find him. 
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This is Abraham’s way of saying “here I am Lord command 
me to do as you wish.” 
 
This is his way of showing obedience to God. 
 
He is pledging his willingness to follow whatever the 
Lord commands him to do. 
 
Genesis 22:12 
12 And He said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the 
boy, and do nothing to him; for now I know that 
you [b]fear God, since you have not withheld your son, 
your only one, from Me.”  
 
When I read this, I can’t help but think about what Jesus 
said in Luke 14…. 
 
Luke 14:26 
26 “If anyone comes to Me, and does not [h]hate his own 
father and mother and wife and children and brothers 
and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My 
disciple.  
 
In order to be a follower of Jesus Christ or in Abrahams 
case a servant of the one true God we must hold not 
anyone or anything above God. 
 
By calling Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, God was testing 
him. 
 
He was testing his faith. 
 
We know this to be the case because of what the opening 
of this chapter says. 
 
Genesis 22:1 
Now it happened after these things, that God tested 
Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.”  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2022&version=LSB#fen-LSB-560b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%2014&version=LSB#fen-LSB-25580h
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Did God test Abraham so that Abraham could prove his 
faith to God? 
 
Of course not! 
 
Abraham’s faith just like ours is a gift from God, the lord 
is well aware of our faith and whether or not we will 
pass or fail the tests he sets before us. 
 
The testing of our faith is to show us how strong it is. 
 
To show us that in a time that we are called to do 
something we think is impossible for us, the faith that God 
so graciously provides us will give us the strength 
necessary to pass the test. 
 
Genesis 22:13,14 
13 Then Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw, and 
behold, there was a ram after it had been caught in the 
thicket by its horns; and Abraham went and took the ram 
and offered it up for a burnt offering in the place of his 
son. 14 And Abraham called the name of that 
place [c]Yahweh Will Provide, as it is said this day, “In the 
mount of Yahweh it will [d]be provided.” 
 
Just as Abraham had told his son that the Lord would 
provide the sacrifice he did. 
 
The Lord then makes a very familiar promise to Abraham 
one that he has already made several times before. 
 
God didn’t delay this promise until now because he could 
see this event from the beginning. 
 
He always knew that when the time came that Abraham 
would do exactly as he was commanded to do. 
 
This was not a new promise but rather a reiteration of his 
original promise. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2022&version=LSB#fen-LSB-562c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2022&version=LSB#fen-LSB-562d
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Remember God can see past present and future events all 
at the same time. 
 
He exists completely outside of time and is not bound by 
time in anyway shape or form. 
 
And just like he could see this day with Abraham from the 
beginning he can see the great tests of faith that await 
each and every one of us. 
 
That should bring us great comfort, knowing that 
whether we pass or fail these tests he already knows and 
has already provided a way for us to be rewarded if we 
succeed and to be forgiven if we fail. 
 
 
Genesis 22:15-19 
15 Then the angel of Yahweh called to Abraham a second 
time from heaven,16 and said, “By Myself I have sworn, 
declares Yahweh, because you have done this thing and 
have not spared your son, your only one, 17 indeed I will 
greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed 
as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on 
the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of 
his enemies. 18 In your [e]seed all the nations of the earth 
shall [f]be blessed, because you have listened to My 
voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and 
they arose and walked together to Beersheba; and 
Abraham lived at Beersheba. 
 
All I can say is what an emotional day this must’ve been. 
 
And even though no one in this room has ever been called 
to sacrifice a child as test of our faith, we have all been 
tested. 
 
And what a joyous thing it is when we pass those tests. 
 
But when those tests come because they will, and when 
we do pass them we need to remember to give God all the 
credit. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2022&version=LSB#fen-LSB-566e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2022&version=LSB#fen-LSB-566f
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It because of him and his wonderful gift of faith that we 
can even stand a chance to pass the test. 
 
But passing tests aren’t the only way our faith grows. 
 
It also grows by spending time in God’s word and in prayer. 
 
It grows when we see prayers being answered. 
 
It grows when we see a changed life because of what God 
has done in someone’s heart. 
 
It grows when we fail tests and see how gracious our 
father truly is…. 
 
 


