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Genesis 10 
The line of Noah 

We find ourselves again in genealogy and if I’m being 
honest this probably my weakest area. 
 
And God has worked it out that I have taught 2 chapters 
that cover specifically this topic. 
 
Which is actually quite wonderful. 
 
It has provided me with an opportunity to study something 
in depth that I have never studied to this degree before 
which is invaluable. 
 
I am always grateful for the opportunity to learn 
something new and also teach something new. 
 
As we cover chapter 10 tonight, we need to keep in mind 
that anytime we cover genealogy we are covering very 
large chunks of time. 
 
And during these large chunks of time many significant 
events take place. 
 
Tonight, we will begin after the flood and span a time that 
includes, the tower of babel and the dispersion of people 
across the earth. 
 
We cover Nimrod and see that his kingdom began in Babel 
and then he went to Assyria and built Ninevah. 
 
Something else we will see is many if the names of these 
men are also the names of cities we see in the bible. 
 
These men were not named after these cities or even 
countries but rather vice versa. These places were named 
after the men. 
 
So what we can clearly see is that these are the people 
that are responsible for settling in these areas and 
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building what would become these cities that we see all 
throughout scripture. 
 
This is the new beginning. 
 
This is the result of the blessing after the flood which 
was very similar to the blessing in genesis chapter 1. 
 
Which was be fruitful and multiply. 
 
Every culture that exists goes back to these 3 men. 
 
Something else that is very interesting is the symmetry of 
this table of nations. 
 
When we add up the nations that came from Noah’s sons 
we discover they total seventy. 
 
Another example of sevens, tens and seventies we have 
seen so often in Genesis. 
 
These 70 nations from Noah represent totality. 
 
All the nations of the earth. 
 
Genesis 10:1 
 Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah: Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth. And sons were born to them after the 
flood. 
 
First we have Shem. 
 
His name means…. Wait for it… name! 
 
It also means renown. 
 
It would be from the line of Shem that the promised 
messiah would come. 
 
He was the father of five sons which became the fathers 
of the semitic nations. 
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Shem was the father of the nations of the ancient near 
east. 
 
Judaism, Islam and Christianity all came from the line of 
Shem. 
 
The Semites were known for their religious zeal. 
 
Next in Noah’s line we have Ham. 
 
Ham’s name means “hot” or “black” 
 
Ham had four son’s and they became the fathers of the 
nations of Africa. 
 
Ham’s fourth son Canaan was prophetically cursed 
because Ham had gazed at his fathers’ nakedness while he 
was drunk. 
 
This curse would mean that later Canaan would lose his 
land to the Hebrews and be subservient to the 
descendants of Shem. 
 
The Hamites were known for their physical endurance. 
 
Next, we have Japheth. 
 
Japheth’s name means God will enlarge. 
 
Japheth and his brother Shem were greatly blessed 
because of their respect for their father. 
 
Noah’s blessing on his son Japheth was far reaching 
seeing as how he would be the father of the European 
nations mentioned in Chapter 10. 
 
So, what we will see through all of this is from these 3 
men would come all the races and nations of the world. 
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Genesis 10:2 
2 The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, 
Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 
 
Show map  
 

1. Gomer (Cimmerians) originally settled north of the 
black sea, but afterwards his descendants most 
likely migrated to Germany, France, Spain and the 
British isles. 

2. Magog (the Scythians) lived north of the Caspian sea. 
3. Madai (the Medes) settled south of the Caspian Sea. 
4. Javan which is the Hebrew name for Greek settle in 

Greece. 
5. Tubal (the Turks) lived south of the Black Sea. 
6. Meshec (the Slavs) lived between the black and 

Caspian Sea. 
7. Tiras (Etruscans) lived west of the black sea.  

 
Genesis 10:3-5 
3 The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, [a]Riphath, and 
Togarmah. 4 The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, 
Kittim, and [b]Dodanim. 5 From these the 
coastland peoples of the Gentiles were separated into 
their lands, everyone according to his language, 
according to their families, into their nations. 
 
Here we see the first reference to the dispersion of the 
people for the tower of Babel. 
 
And while it may not specifically state that in this section 
we can clearly see in genesis 11:6-8 that this would be the 
moment referenced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2010&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-238a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2010&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-239b
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Genesis 11:6-8 
6 And the Lord said, “Indeed the people are one and they 
all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; 
now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld 
from them. 7 Come, let Us go down and there confuse 
their language, that they may not understand one 
another’s speech.” 8 So the Lord scattered them abroad 
from there over the face of all the earth, and they 
ceased building the city.  
 
I don’t want to go into great detail in this section because 
we will be covering it next week but I do want to point out 
a few key factors to help us understand what it is going 
on in chapter 10 
 
We see the lord say in verse 6 the people are one, and all 
have one language. 
 
He goes on to say “let us go down and confuse their 
language that they may not understand one another’s 
speech” 
 
While we see God “confusing” their language we must not 
overlook the fact that there is order to this as well. 
 
We can take the information from chapter 10 verse 5 and 
clearly see that there was an order to this so called 
confusion. 
 
Genesis 10:5 
5 From these the coastland peoples of the Gentiles were 
separated into their lands, everyone according to his 
language, according to their families, into their 
nations. 
 
So when God gave them new languages to speak it was 
according to their families. 
 
It wasn’t random at all. 
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This would be how each family would go out into the 
world and create the seventy nations. 
 
Remember God is a God of order and while the word 
confuse is used there was still order to that as well. 
 
Genesis 10:6,7 
6 The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, [c]Put, and 
Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, 
Raamah, and Sabtechah; and the sons of 
Raamah were Sheba and Dedan. 
 
We have to remember that Ham is the son that brought 
shame on Noah. 
 
Genesis 9:20-22 
20 And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a 
vineyard. 21 Then he drank of the wine and was drunk, 
and became uncovered in his tent. 22 And Ham, the father 
of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his 
two brothers outside.  
 
Genesis 9:24,25 
24 So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his 
younger son had done to him. 25 Then he said: 
“Cursed be Canaan; 
A servant of servants 
He shall be to his brethren.” 
 
I just want us to keep all this mind as we continue on 
talking about these people. 
 
Because in chapter 9 we see what Ham did but then we see 
Noah curse Canaan.  
 
Which is Hams son. This tells us that Canaan would’ve 
already been born at the time this took place and must’ve 
been old enough for Noah to recognize the evil that was 
in him. 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2010&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-241c
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So why would Noah Curse Canaan and not Ham? 
 
The answer to that question can be found in Genesis 9:1 
 
Genesis 9:1 
So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 
 
Ham was one of the redeemed, he was saved. 
 
Not only was he saved but he had been blessed by God. 
 
And no man can put a curse upon someone or something 
that God himself has blessed. 
 
This also again shows us that even the saved make 
mistakes, mistakes that can affect their children and the 
generations to follow. 
 
Just because you are a Christian does not mean you have 
been made exempt from catastrophic failures. 
 
That is why persistence and perseverance are so 
important. 
 
The difference between the righteous and the 
unrighteous though is the righteous get knocked down 
but they get back up. 
 
The unrighteous get knocked down by their sin and they 
stay there. 
 
Proverbs 24:16 
For a righteous man may fall seven times 
And rise again, 
But the wicked shall fall by calamity. 
 
 
Genesis 10:6 
6 The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, [c]Put, and Canaan.  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2010&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-241c
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The four nations of the Hamites would’ve been as follows 
 

1. Cush (Ethiopians) they settled in Ethiopia south of 
Egypt and sometime would’ve also migrated to an 
area north of the Persian Gulf. 

2. Mizraim (Egyptians) settled in Egypt or northeastern 
Africa. 

3. Put (the Libyans) settled in Libya or north Africa. 
4. Canaan (the Canaanites) settled above Africa east of 

the Mediterranean, this land would later be given to 
the Hebrews. 

 
Genesis 10:8-12 
8 Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the 
earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter before the Lord; 
therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod the mighty hunter 
before the Lord.” 10 And the beginning of his kingdom 
was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of 
Shinar. 11 From that land he went to Assyria and built 
Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 12 and Resen between 
Nineveh and Calah (that is the principal city). 
 
 
Here we see the introduction of man that would be 
infamous for all the wrong reasons. 
 
He was a great warrior but nonetheless an evil man. 
 
We se here is he responsible for founding some of the 
most evil and vile cities that ever existed. 
 
From Babel to Nineveh as well as Syria. 
 
These 3 nations would’ve been some of the greatest 
enemies of Israel. 
 
All three very Pagan nations which is reflection of their 
founding father. 
 
Nimrod is referenced several times for being a mighty 
warrior. 
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His name in Hebrew means rebel. 
 
He was known as the first great warrior upon the earth. 
 
This tells us not only of prowess on the battlefield but I 
think it also speaks to that fact that he was ruthless man. 
 
There are eight cities mentioned in this section that he is 
responsible for building. 
 
Which tells us he was willing to destroy anything that 
stood in the way of his growing empire. 
 
He was so infamous the prophet Micah even refers to 
Assyria as the Land of Nimrod. 
 
Which would’ve been over 2,000 years after Nimrod lived. 
 
Genesis 10:13,14 
13 Mizraim begot Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, 
Naphtuhim, 14 Pathrusim, and Casluhim (from whom came 
the Philistines and Caphtorim). 
 
Here we see another familiar enemy of Israel, The 
Philistines. 
 
Very quickly we can recognize how many of Israels 
enemies came from the line of Ham. 
 
Genesis 10:15-20 
15 Canaan begot Sidon his firstborn, and Heth; 16 the 
Jebusite, the Amorite, and the Girgashite; 17 the Hivite, 
the Arkite, and the Sinite; 18 the Arvadite, the Zemarite, 
and the Hamathite. Afterward the families of the 
Canaanites were dispersed. 19 And the border of the 
Canaanites was from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, as 
far as Gaza; then as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, 
Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20 These were the 
sons of Ham, according to their families, according to 
their languages, in their lands and in their nations. 
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Here we see another reference to the dispersion of the 
nations. 
 
Like I said, anytime you cover genealogy it’s important to 
keep in mind we covering large chunks of time. 
 
Genesis 10:21 
21 And children were born also to Shem, the father of 
all the children of Eber, [d]the brother of Japheth the 
elder.  
 
So why does it mention that Shem was the father of all 
children to born to Eber? 
 
Shem was Eber’s grandfather not his father… 
 
Does anyone know what the significance of the name Eber 
is? 
 
Eber is related to the word Hebrew. 
 
So it is understood that Eber is the ancestor of the 
Hebrew people. 
 
Ultimately “Abram the Hebrew” shared descent from Eber 
through Peleg as the Genealogy from Shem to Abraham 
will show in Chapter 11. 
 
It is through Abraham that Noah’s blessing of Shem will 
be realized. 
 
Genesis 10:22-31 
22 The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, 
and Aram. 23 The sons of Aram were Uz, Hul, Gether, 
and [e]Mash. 24 [f]Arphaxad begot Salah, and Salah begot 
Eber. 25 To Eber were born two sons: the name of 
one was [g]Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided; 
and his brother’s name was Joktan. 26 Joktan begot 
Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, 
Uzal, Diklah, 28 [h]Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, 
and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan. 30 And 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2010&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-256d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2010&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-258e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2010&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-259f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2010&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-260g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2010&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-263h
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their dwelling place was from Mesha as you go toward 
Sephar, the mountain of the east. 31 These were the sons 
of Shem, according to their families, according to their 
languages, in their lands, according to their nations. 
 
From the line of Shem we have: 
 

1. Elam (persians) settled north of the Persian Gulf 
2. Asshur (the Assyrians) settled between the Tigris and 

Euphrates rivers. 
3. Arpachshad (Babylonians) setteled in Chaldea 
4. Lud (the lydians) settled in Asia minor but some sailed 

across the Mediterranean and settled in North 
Africa. 

5. Aram (Syrians) located North East of israel 
 
 
Something else of significance we see is in verse 25  
 
Genesis 10:25 
25 To Eber were born two sons: the name of 
one was [g]Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided; 
and his brother’s name was Joktan.  
 
Peleg’s name means Division. 
 
So this gives us a time frame when God halted the building 
of the city of Babel and scattered the people of the 
earth. 
 
Which tells us that in only four generations from the 
flood God had to intervene again. 
 
This is a perfect example of  
exodus 20:5,6 
5 you shall not bow down to them nor [b]serve them. For I, 
the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting[c] the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third 
and fourth generations of those who hate 
Me, 6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love 
Me and keep My commandments. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2010&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-260g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2020&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-2057b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2020&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-2057c
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This commandment does mean that the children will be 
punished for the sins of their parents but that they would 
feel the impact of breaches of Gods law by their parents. 
 
Essentially unholy rebellious parents will produce and 
raise unholy rebellious children. 
 
I find it interesting that we see that play out here prior to 
moses receiving the law. 
 
And why is that? 
 
Why is the third and fourth generations that rebel? 
 
Well in this case the first and second generation 
witnessed first-hand the flood and the wrath of God in 
the destruction of the world as they knew it. 
 
The third generation would have heard first hand from 
their parents and grand parents about this catastrophic 
event. 
 
But by the time it has reached the fourth generation it’s 
just old story being told by their great grandparents. 
 
Genesis 10:32 
32 These were the families of the sons of Noah, 
according to their generations, in their nations; and 
from these the nations were divided on the earth after 
the flood. 
 
Chapter 10 ends just like it started. 
 
And why is that? 
 
This is so that we know it is from these men that every 
tongue tribe and nation came. 
 
Every race and every language that has ever existed all 
came from this what we call the table of the nations. 
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From Japheth we get the people of European decent. 
 
From Ham we get the people of African decent. 
 
And from Shem we get people from the Asian and middle 
eastern decent. 
 
The world is primarily divided up among these 3 what we 
consider races, with of course different variations based 
on inter marriage and so forth. 
 
And while there may some very noticeable differences it 
does mean that one is any more important than the other. 
 
When it comes to God there is but one race and that is the 
human race. 
 
What we see when look at chapter is the fulfillment of 
the command as well as blessing that God placed on 
Noah’s sons… “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” 
 
But they didn’t do what God commanded them to do, they 
didn’t disperse and fill the earth. 
 
They stayed in one centralized location, speaking one 
language. 
 
In fact, what they did was intentional.  
 
They intentionally went against what God had told them 
to do as we will see in detail next week. 
 
Genesis 11:4 
 4 And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and 
a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name 
for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the 
face of the whole earth.”  
 
Yes we clearly see that nimrod went out and started 
several cities but he reached a point and stopped. 
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He and his people were full of pride and in their pride 
rebelled against what God had commanded. 
 
And for that they would see repercussions. 
 
The other thing we see in Chapter 10 is that all people 
derive their existence from the life-giving power of God 
and are all responsible to him. 
 
The Apostle Paul used this transcending truth in his 
famous sermon at the Areopagus in Athens when he 
called the idolatrous Athenians to seek the one true God. 
 
Acts 17:26-28 
26 And He has made from one [j]blood every nation of men 
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has 
determined their preappointed times and the boundaries 
of their dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, 
in the hope that they might grope for Him and find 
Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in 
Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of 
your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His 
offspring.’ 
 
We clearly see here God’s sovereignty in the separation 
of the nations. 
 
This is something that was well known to Paul. 
 
Paul even tells us part of the reason the Lord did this 
was so that men would seek the Lord. 
 
It is also abundantly clear that our being comes directly 
from God himself. 
 
We are all his offspring. 
 
All people are untied together by their ancestry and 
their responsibility to God their creator. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27550j
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But at the same time all people are divided, 
geographically, by language, ethnicity and culture. 
 
But divided most of all buy their fallenness and sin. 
 
Which separates them both from God and each other. 
 
We have to remember this separation between the 
righteous and unrighteous goes all the way back to 
Genesis 3:15. 
 
Genesis 3:15 
And I will put enmity 
Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her seed; 
He shall [e]bruise you on the head, 
And you shall bruise him on the heel.” 
 
This of course is prophecy of the cross. 
 
But we also see division between the seed of the serpent 
and the seed of eve. 
 
Since this moment in time there has been and will continue 
to be division between the righteous and the unrighteous. 
 
What we see in Genesis chapter 10 is Gods preservation of 
the messianic patriarchy. 
 
Chapter 10 holds much significance in the sense that we 
get the only true, accurate historical account of the 
dispersion of the nations. 
 
We see where each race came from in the sense, we know 
who the three men are that all tongues, tribes and 
nations came from. 
 
But Chapter 10 also gives us from Noah to Abrahams 
father, which is how we can see which one of the three 
sons, Jesus would born from. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%203&version=LSB#fen-LSB-71e
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So while all this genealogy may seem redundant or 
insignificant. 
 
It is truly important. 
 
But what are our takeaways from this? 
 
Besides of course what learned about the races and the 
line of the messiah? 
 
How do we take sections like this and practically apply to 
it our life and how we live today? 
 
I think we must always remember that there is one race, 
the human race. 
 
There is no room for racism in the kingdom of heaven. 
 
If we are all descendants of Noah then we are all 
related in that sense. 
 
And while we should love, honor and respect every human 
that does not mean that ever compromise the word of God. 
 
There is a word that so overused today that drives me 
nuts. 
 
Tolerance. 
 
We live in a world where we are called to tolerate sin 
and that’s just not ok. 
 
We must learn how to love people while not tolerating 
sin. 
 
We don’t have to embrace other religions. 
 
In fact, we should despise them. 
 
Well, whoa pastor that’s pretty harsh. 
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Well, let’s process that statement. 
 
At this church we believe that the Bible is the infallible 
word of God. 
 
We believe in the father, the son and the holy spirit. 
 
We believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God, born of 
virgin birth, lived a sinless life, died on the cross for our 
sins and rose again on the third day and is now seated at 
the right hand of God the father. 
 
We believe that he the way the truth and the life and no 
one comes to father except through him. 
 
He is THE WAY, not one way but the way. 
 
So, since we believe these things that means that we 
believe by default that all other religions are of Satan 
and are leading people straight to hell. 
 
How can we not despise something that is leading people 
to hell. 
 
Now how react must be tempered by the word of God and a 
gentle spirit most of the time. 
 
But there are times where we must stand up and boldly 
speak against the things that are leading people astray. 
 
And while we should never be prejudice against a person, 
we can most certainly reject sin. 
 
We cannot condone or enable sin. 
 
This is where we get called religious zealots or prejudice. 
 
This is where we get called intolerant. 
 
Christians are so supposed to love everyone but you won’t 
accept me for who I am. 
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There is a difference between love and tolerance. 
 
I love my children but I will by no means tolerate bad 
behavior. 
 
You see the difference? 
 
So this is the lone we have to walk. 
 
I know there are people in here with family members that 
are living in sin and expect you to just accept it. 
 
You can love them without accepting their sin. 
 
They may not see it that way but ultimately that’s on them. 
 
Sin blinds people to truth, they love their sin more than 
the truth and that’s why they so desperately want you to 
be ok with it. 
 
The more people that accept it and are ok with it the 
better it makes them feel. 
 
But if you truly love someone you will tell them the wages 
of sin is death. 
 
There is a righteous God and there is coming a day when he 
will pour out his wrath upon the unrighteous. 
 
I love you enough to tell you the truth, I love you so much 
that I would rather you be upset with me here and now 
than spend an eternity in hell. 
 
We all desperately need saving, we were all at some point 
enemies of God. 
 
But somewhere along the way someone loved us enough to 
tell us the truth. 
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We have to be that for our lost friends and family 
members. 
 
We have to be willing to hurt their feelings temporarily 
to plant a seed that could lead to eternity. 
 
We have to be as Paul says unashamed of the gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


