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James 4:11-17 
No time to waste 

 
Last week Pastor Bo covered the first eleven verses of 
James chapter 4. 
 
In those verses we hear James address the two sins that 
every other sin stems from. 
 
Pride and Lust. 
 
Both of these sins are rooted in selfishness. 
 
In fact, every sin ever committed is rooted in selfishness. 
 
We seek what we want above what God wants. 
 
We pursue our desires instead of what God desires for us. 
 
Yes, Christians can be guilty of these sins, remember 
James is writing this letter to the church. 
 
So then what separates us from the non-believer? 
 
The difference is when our sin is revealed we confess and 
repent. 
 
That’s why James goes on to say in Chapter 4 verse 8-10 
 
James 4:8-10 
8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be miserable and mourn and 
cry. Let your laughter be turned into mourning and your 
joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the presence of 
the Lord, and He will exalt you. 
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This is the picture of someone who God has revealed to 
truth to. 
 
God has revealed the truth of who He is, He has revealed 
the truth of who his son is and the fact that salvation can 
only be found in him. 
 
He has revealed the truth of who we really are. 
 
For the first time you see your sin as God sees your sin and 
it crushes you. 
 
It breaks your heart when you find out who really are, 
the fact that you have spent your entire life chasing 
after your own selfish desires. 
 
Matthew 5:4 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. 
 
This is speaking about a person that has had that exact 
encounter with God. 
 
They are broken and mourning their sin. 
 
And what does God do for that Person? 
 
It says he comforts them. 
 
and you know what guys?.... 
 
he does, there is a peace that comes from finally letting 
all that go and giving it God. 
 
There is peace in completely surrendering your life to 
Jesus. 
 
As I have been reading through this particular section of 
James, I noticed that a pattern emerges. 
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Everything he says points back to something Jesus said in a 
cryptic way or in a parable. 
 
James 4:9 
9 Be miserable and mourn and cry. Let your laughter be 
turned into mourning and your joy to gloom.  
 
This verse not only points to Matthew 5:4 but also to a 
parable Jesus told in my opinion to illustrate the concept 
of mourning our sin. 
 
Luke 18:9-14 
9 And He also told this parable to some people 
who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up 
into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector.11 The Pharisee stood and was praying 
these things to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not 
like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I pay 
tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax 
collector, standing some distance away, was even 
unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was [c]beating 
his chest, saying, ‘God, be [d]merciful to me, the 
sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other, for everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.”  
 
This is a visual image of what James is telling us when it 
comes to mourning our sin. 
 
There is an urgency in the things James says, as Pastor BO 
says it feels like he’s just beating us up every week. 
 
But we have to remember when this letter was written. 
 
Somewhere between 44 and 49 ad. Less than 20 years 
after the death of Jesus, and only a few short years 
after Stephen was martyred. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%2018&version=LSB#fen-LSB-25702c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%2018&version=LSB#fen-LSB-25702d
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During the time of the persecution of Herod Agrippa. 
 
James has no time to waste! 
 
He has no time for anything other than making sure they 
understand the dangers of sin in the church. 
 
The fact that pride and lust destroy people, families, 
churches, cities and even nations. 
 
Which brings us to today’s lesson. 
 
I think it’s safe to say that one of the primary focuses in 
the book of James is our speech. 
 
What we say, who we say it to, and how we say it. 
 
James doesn’t just broach the subject of gossip; he speaks 
on judgment as well as what we say about the future. 
 
When we take all of this into consideration, we see 
clearly the message that the holy spirit is trying to 
convey through James. 
 
Proverbs 10:19 
In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who 
restrains his lips is wise. 
 
Proverbs 17:28 
Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is considered wise; 
When he closes his lips, he is considered prudent. 
 
How many people have ever heard the phrase “think 
before you speak”? 
 
How many people have at some time or another not heeded 
that advice and ended up paying the price? 
 
Everyone in this room. 
 
That’s why James says in chapter 3: verse 2 
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2 For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not 
stumble in [a]what he says, he is a perfect man, able 
to bridle the entire body as well. 
 
We live in a society that is loud and obnoxious. 
 
Everyone has an opinion and they want everyone in the 
world to know that opinion. 
 
Social media platforms give us all immediate access to the 
rest of the entire world. 
 
We are so quick to scream from the top of our lungs when 
we are offended or when our feelings get hurt. 
 
And generally speaking, the people screaming the loudest 
are the ones that endorse sin. 
 
People that support abortion. 
 
People that support homosexuality. 
 
So, are we supposed to hold our tongues? 
 
Aren’t we supposed to stand up for what is right and 
good. 
 
Aren’t we supposed to proclaim the truth? 
 
Yes! 
 
We are absolutely called to proclaim to the truth. 
 
But when and how we do it matters. 
 
We can’t look like the people that support sin. 
 
We must be kind in our delivery. 
 
We must pour grace over these people. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%203%3A2&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30322a
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We must Have the same attitude as Jesus. 
 
Forgive them Lord for they know not what they do. 
 
And when we get offended, we should not go to Facebook 
and make cryptic passive aggressive posts. 
 
What are we supposed to do if someone offends us? 
 
We got to that person, in love and explain how we feel 
extending to them the same grace that’s been extended us. 
 
This is one of the greatest witnesses as Christians we can 
have. 
 
How we resolve conflict. 
 
Because there is a way to do it that honors God. 
 
And that must be what we strive for. 
 
If someone gets heated, we must remain calm, de-escalate 
the situation. 
 
don’t allow yourself to brought down to that level. 
 
If they are a brother or sister sometimes the simple 
question “does this conversation honor god?” 
 
Can snap them out if it. 
 
if they are not a believer sometimes the best thing to do is 
walk away, you don’t have to have the last word.  
 
Now let’s see what James has to say on this as he 
continues to address issues that seemed to have come up 
in the Church this letter was written to. 
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James 4:11,12 
11 Do not slander one another, brothers. He who 
slanders a brother or judges his brother, slanders the 
law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are 
not a doer of the law but a judge of it. 12 There 
is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to 
save and to destroy. But who are you who judge your 
neighbor? 
 
James is addressing two different issues here, gossip and 
passing judgement. 
 
I think Pastor Bo has done great job of covering the 
gossip portion of this. 
 
And it almost seems as if James is covering a topic that he 
has already brought up. 
 
But if it is in here again it is because that is what God 
wanted. 
 
Sometimes things need to be repeated. 
 
James specifically says do not slander one another. 
 
Do not speak evil against one another. 
 
Gossip is slanderous, negative conversations that come 
from assumptions and a desire to share those thoughts 
with others. 
 
Sometimes with the intention of hurting someone and 
sometimes with intentions of just wanting to talk about 
someone. 
 
Gossip ruins lives, it ruins families and it ruins churches. 
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James 4:11 
11 Do not slander one another, brothers. He who 
slanders a brother or judges his brother, slanders the 
law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are 
not a doer of the law but a judge of it.  
 
As James continues in verse 11 he adds…he who slanders 
a brother or judges a brother. 
 
The word used for judge here as well as when Jesus uses 
it is a very interesting word. 
 
It carries with it a threefold meaning. 
 
The Greek word is Krinon. 
 
It means to try, condemn and punish. 
 
So when you stand in judgment of a brother you make 
yourself judge, jury and executioner. 
 
People love the verse “judge not lest ye be judged” 
 
Because in their mind the bible is saying that we should 
never pass judgment. 
 
But let’s listen to what Jesus has to say on the subject. 
 
Luke 6:37,38 
37 “And do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do 
not condemn, and you will not be condemned; [n]pardon, 
and you will be [o]pardoned. 38 Give, and it will be given to 
you. They will [p]pour into your lap a good measure—
pressed down, shaken together, running over. For by 
your standard of measure it will be measured to you in 
return.” 
 
Wait a second!!!! 
 
How many people have heard this verse be used in a way a s 
to promote giving financially? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%206&version=LSB#fen-LSB-25184n
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%206&version=LSB#fen-LSB-25184o
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%206&version=LSB#fen-LSB-25185p
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Me too! 
 
But what Jesus talking about here? 
 
He doesn’t say anything about money or tithing. 
 
He is specifically speaking about passing judgement. 
 
What he’s saying is that when we make a judgment call 
about someone, the amount of grace we show is the 
amount of grace that will be shown to us. 
 
When we show mercy then Gods mercy will be poured out 
over us in abundance… 
 
So do we show grace and mercy so that God will show us 
grace and mercy???? 
 
No!!!!! 
 
We show grace and mercy because he has already shown 
us that grace and mercy. 
 
I told you guys that everything James says today goes 
back to a parable or specific illustration Jesus used. 
 
Let’s take quick look at that. 
 
Luke 6:41,42 
41 And why do you look at the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your 
own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, 
let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you 
yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You 
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in 
your brother’s eye.  
 
Jesus doesn’t say don’t make a judgement, does he? 
 



 10 

No he clearly says before you make a judgment about your 
brother you first better take a close look at your own 
life and be 100% sure you are not guilty of the same or 
worse! 
 
James 4:11b 
He who slanders a brother or judges his brother, 
slanders the law and judges the law; but if you judge 
the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it.  
 
People that say evil awful things against a brother raise 
themselves to a position of Judge and condemn their 
brothers. 
 
In doing so they defame the Lord and show complete 
disregard for his law. 
 
Elevating themselves to a position above the law and God 
himself. 
 
James 4:12 
12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who 
is able to save and to destroy. But who are you who 
judge your neighbor? 
 
We have not the ability to save nor destroy. 
 
That is in God’s hands alone. 
 
We should be making judgement calls that’s clear. 
 
But we can make a judgement call without placing 
ourself in the position of judge over someone. 
 
I can watch a criminal trial and come to my own 
conclusion but that doesn’t make me the judge, I will not 
be the one handing down the sentence or the one ensuring 
it is carried out. 
 
Does that make sense? 
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Back to James. 
 
James 4:13-17 
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go 
to such and such a city, and spend a year there and 
engage in business and make a profit.”14 [g]Yet you do not 
know [h]what your life will be like tomorrow. You are a 
vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes 
away. 15 [i]Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we 
will live and also do this or that.” 16 But as it is, you 
boast in your [j]arrogance. All such boasting is 
evil. 17 Therefore, to one who knows to do the [k]right 
thing and does not do it, to him it is sin. 
 
We have a lot going on in these 4 small verses 
 
Let’s unpack everything. 
 
James addresses foolishness, the brevity of life, the will 
of God, arrogance and the sin of omission. 
 
So we will take them on one by one. 
 
James 4:13 
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go 
to such and such a city, and spend a year there and 
engage in business and make a profit.” 
 
Some people will try to use this verse as a reason not to 
make plans or even to procrastinate. 
 
Making plans is very wise. 
 
The issue arises when we leave God out of those plans. 
 
When we get so caught up in our own personal goals that 
we neglect to ask God what he wants for us. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%204&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30352g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%204&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30352h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%204&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30353i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%204&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30354j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%204&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30355k
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Proverbs 16:9 
A man’s heart plans his way, But the LORD directs his 
steps. 
 
Making plans is ok, being an organized businessman or 
woman is ok, desiring to be successful is not inherently 
wrong. 
 
The problem is that we tend to do all of these things 
without asking God to direct us. 
 
When we leave God out of our plans, we are saying that 
we know better than he does. 
 
It’s like a stubborn teenager that thinks they don’t need 
their parent’s guidance. 
 
“I want what I want regardless of what God wants for 
me.” 
 
Another thing we do is we tend to take credit for the 
wonderful things God has blessed us with. 
 
“Look what I did.” 
 
“Look at what I’ve accomplished and what I have built.” 
 
All the while forgetting that God is the one that gave us 
the abilities and resources that allowed us to achieve 
those things. 
 
As soon as I read this my mind immediately went to Luke 12 
 
Luke 12:16 
16 And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich 
man was very productive. 
 
Why was his land productive? 
 
Because God blessed him! 
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Luke 12:17,18 
17 And he began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall 
I do, since I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he 
said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain 
and my goods.  
 
Who did he say this to? 
 
Who did he reason with and form a plan with? 
 
Himself!! 
 
He didn’t say to God, “lord thank you for the abundant 
blessings you have poured out upon me. Your blessing is so 
bountiful that I don’t have anywhere to store anything 
else…. Lord what should I do?” 
 
That’s the proper response, is it not? 
 
That’s the point James is driving home this morning. 
 
Luke 12:19 
19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods 
laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, 
drink and be merry.”’ 
 
This definitely sounds like the human wisdom, that James 
warned against in chapter 3. 
 
Again, there is nothing wrong with making plans for the 
future, the issue lies in relying on our own wisdom instead 
of Gods. 
 
Luke 12:20 
 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night [f]your 
soul is required of you; and now who will own what you 
prepared?’ 21 So is the one who stores up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich toward God.” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%2012&version=LSB#fen-LSB-25480f
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Where are we supposed to store our treasures? 
 
In heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy. 
 
Don’t get caught up in the materialism so heavily 
promoted by the world. 
 
God doesn’t care how big your house is, he doesn’t care 
how nice your car is, he is not concerned with your stocks 
and investments or how much money you have in the bank. 
 
What does God desire above all? 
 
Obedience! 
 
You can have a big house and a nice car, you can plan and 
have a good retirement. 
 
But none of that can ever be elevated above our lord. 
 
None of those things can ever become a point of 
compromising obedience or the will of God. 
 
James 4:14 
14 [g]Yet you do not know [h]what your life will be like 
tomorrow. You are a vapor that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes away. 
 
There is no time to waste!!! 
 
Our lives are unbelievably short but what we do with 
them matters eternally. 
 
The amount of scripture that speaks to the brevity of life 
is astonishing. 
 
What we do with every minute matters. 
 
Think about how much time we waste, on things that have 
no eternal meaning. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%204&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30352g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%204&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30352h
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And please do not think I’m standing up here in judgement 
of you all, because I am just as guilty. 
 
I am guilty of wasting time and energy on things that don’t 
matter. 
 
I am guilty of making plans without seeking the will of 
God. 
 
But we don’t have to be that way. 
 
We can and we should utilize our time in such a way that 
does honor and glorify God. 
 
 
Psalm 90:10-12 
As for the days of our [k]life, [l]they contain seventy 
years, Or if due to might, eighty years, 
Yet their pride is but labor and wickedness; 
For soon it is gone and we fly away. 
11 Who knows the power of Your anger 
And Your fury, according to the fear [m]that is due You? 
12 [n]So teach us to number our days, 
That we may [o]present to You a heart of wisdom. 
 
The psalmist tells us the cure for the issue of wasting 
time or following our own desires. 
 
He tells us to ask God to teach us to number our days so 
that we may present to him a heart of wisdom. 
 
A wise person knows and understands just how short our 
time is. 
 
The apostle Paul reiterates this point in his letter to the 
Ephesian church. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2090&version=LSB#fen-LSB-15389k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2090&version=LSB#fen-LSB-15389l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2090&version=LSB#fen-LSB-15390m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2090&version=LSB#fen-LSB-15391n
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2090&version=LSB#fen-LSB-15391o
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Ephesians 5:13-17 
13 But all things become visible when they are [g]exposed 
by the light, for everything that becomes visible is 
light. 14 For this reason [h]it says, 
“Awake, sleeper, 
And arise from the dead, 
And Christ will shine on you.” 
15 Therefore look carefully how you walk, not as unwise 
but as wise,16 redeeming the time, because the days are 
evil. 17 On account of this, do not be foolish, 
but understand what the will of the Lord is.  
 
You see it is much easier to see where you are headed if you 
walk in the light is not? 
 
So I ask you today… 
 
Are you walking in the light? 
 
Is Jesus Christ illuminating your path? 
 
Have you fully submitted your life to him and his will? 
 
Are you inviting our Lord into your plans and asking him to 
guide you into the future HE wants for you? 
 
As we just read life is so short and so very precious don’t 
let it slip through your fingers. 
 
15 Therefore look carefully how you walk, not as unwise 
but as wise,16 redeeming the time, because the days are 
evil.  
 
Paul says redeeming the time… 
 
Some translations say making the most of your time 
because the days are evil….  
 
How often do we leave out of church on fire for the 
Lord?  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%205&version=LSB#fen-LSB-29318g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%205&version=LSB#fen-LSB-29319h
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Excited at the thought of sharing the gospel or serving 
others. 
 
We leave with every intention of going out into the world 
and making a difference…. 
 
But then what happens? 
 
We go have lunch, we spend the rest of Sunday afternoon 
relaxing (which is ok) but then somewhere between 
Sunday evening and Monday morning something changes. 
 
We wake up Monday morning and all of sudden it’s back to 
the grind. 
 
Back to work or whatever it is we do during the week. 
 
And the passion we had Sunday is gone… 
 
And I’m not saying this happens to everyone but I know it 
happens to a lot of us. 
 
Myself included sometimes. 
 
So Salt Church I have a challenge for you…. 
 
Let’s be a people that redeem our time! 
 
Don’t let that passion for Christ and his kingdom fade 
between now and tomorrow morning. 
 
Well pastor how do I do that? 
 
Start your day with the Lord. 
 
Prayer, bible reading, praise music. 
 
Start your day worshipping the creator that gave you 
life! 
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James 4:15 
15 [i]Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will 
live and also do this or that.”  
 
Here it is! 
 
This is the key to not wasting time, this is the key to 
avoiding the seduction of human wisdom… 
 
Pursue the will of God. 
 
When the disciples ask Jesus how to pray what does Jesus 
say? 
 
“Thy kingdom come THY WILL BE DONE.” 
 
As Christians we should always be praying according to 
Gods will and not our own. 
 
This doesn’t mean we can’t ask God to bless us in our 
endeavors it means the way we ask looks different. 
 
“father if it is your will that I get this Job then please let 
it be so” 
 
“Father if it is your will that we have a child please allow 
us that blessing” 
 
“father bless my children according to your good and 
perfect will” 
 
You see it’s not that God doesn’t want us to bring our 
needs to him, it’s that we must recognize the most 
important thing in making requests is that his will is done. 
 
What causes us to leave God out of our plans? 
 
The planner, designer and creator of the universe? 
 
Why would we not want him involved in every single plan 
we make? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%204&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30353i
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Because quite often we desire things that are outside of 
Gods will for us. 
 
And that looks different for everyone. 
 
Sometimes it’s work, sometimes it’s the purchase of a home 
or a vehicle, sometimes it’s relationships with the wrong 
people. 
 
But it is always rooted in selfishness. 
 
A desire to have, to do, to enjoy… 
 
A desire to indulge ourselves in the pleasures of this 
world. 
 
Lusts of the flesh, something else James warned us about 
last week. 
 
Lusts of the flesh doesn’t necessarily mean sexual desire. 
 
The lust of the flesh is ANYTHING outside of Gods will. 
 
We must understand to pray outside of Gods will is futile. 
 
Proverbs 19:21 
Many [f]thoughts are in a man’s heart, 
But it is the counsel of Yahweh that will stand. 
 
You can desire and chase your own will but in the end the 
will of God is going to be accomplished, so why fight it? 
 
Life is hard enough without fighting a sovereign God 
every step of the way. 
 
Submit yourself to him and his purposes, it doesn’t mean 
your life will be easy but it does mean you will have peace 
because you will understand the true meaning of Romans 
8:28… 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2019&version=LSB#fen-LSB-16947f
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Romans 8:28 
28 And we know that for those who love God [j]all things 
work together for good, for those who are called 
according to His purpose.  
 
You see it is Gods will to work things out for your good. 
 
So trust to him to do just that. 
 
Knowing with every fiber of your being that your loving 
father has you firmly in his hands. 
 
It doesn’t mean that you won’t have to walk through the 
fire but it does mean he will be there with you every step 
of the way. 
 
 James 4:16 
 16 But as it is, you boast in your [j]arrogance. All such 
boasting is evil. 
 
There is nothing inherently wrong with making plans. 
 
The problem comes when we leave God out of those plans. 
When we raise ourself up as lord in our life. 
 
Proverbs 27:1 
Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know what 
a day may bring forth. 
 
There are lots of parallels to James’ letter and 
proverbs. 
 
The warning in both cases is against pride. 
 
What James describes is a prideful arrogant person that 
has completely ignored God. 
 
There are many that claim to believe in God yet they don’t 
include him in anything that they do. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%208&version=LSB#fen-LSB-28145j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james%204&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30354j
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But we have to remember this letter is written to a 
church. 
 
So either some of this was going in that church or James 
felt as if it could become a problem in the future…. 
 
What does the church that James was writing to and our 
church have in common? 
 
They are both full of sinful people. 
 
Sinful people make mistakes. 
 
To be a Christian does not mean that you will be perfect. 
 
That’s why this letter and it’s message was just as 
important today as it was when it was written. 
 
When you become a Christian you don’t immediately 
become filled with all theological knowledge and 
wisdom. 
 
It takes years of study, prayer and discipleship. 
 
James is discipling this church. 
 
He is doing exactly what Jesus commanded all of to do. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 
18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. 19 [e]Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to keep all that 
I commanded you; and behold, I am with you [f]always, even 
to the end of the age.” 
 
James is teaching the commandments of Jesus. 
 
Without any fluff, he’s not watering down anything to 
make it more palatable. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2028&version=LSB#fen-LSB-24215e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2028&version=LSB#fen-LSB-24216f
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He’s giving them the pure unadulterated truth, he has no 
time to waste. 
 
Why? 
 
Because a watered-down Gospel isn’t a saving Gospel. 
 
The gospel does not promise the sinner what the sinner 
already wants… 
 
What does the sinner want? 
 
Good feelings, blessings, healing, happiness, riches, 
money, success, angels working for him full time… 
 
All unregenerate people want that naturally. 
 
That’s not the product of the work of the spirit in an 
unregenerate heart. 
 
The gospel promises what the sinner does not want! 
 
That is righteousness, holiness, forgiveness, heaven and 
dominating all of that CHRIST!!! 
 
What is the attitude of the world towards Christ? 
 
They hate him! 
 
So how can you tell a true believer, consumed with the 
love of Christ, consumed with a hunger for the word of 
God.  
 
Longing to be holy and righteous, longing to humble and 
broken. 
 
Desiring above all things to be obedient from the heart, 
longing to worship. 
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We can never be to be obedient; we can never worship too 
much. 
 
These are all evidences of a transformed life. 
 
A true believer desires to obedient to the will of God. 
 
Not someone that tries to bargain and reason to justify 
their personal pursuit of success! 
 
Someone that knows there is no time to waste! 
 
James ends chapter 4 with this… 
 
James 4:17 
17 Therefore, to one who knows to do the [k]right thing 
and does not do it, to him it is sin. 
 
If you know what is right and don’t do it that is sin! 
 
If you have a John MacArthur study bible his note on this 
verse says… 
 
“The sin of omission leads to the sin of commission” 
 
How often do we know the right thing to do and we don’t 
do it… 
 
Or we know the right thing to do and choose to do nothing 
instead. 
 
It is a very dangerous thing for us to ignore our 
conscience… 
 
Our conscience is the means by which the holy spirit 
convicts us. 
 
We should be open and receptive to correction. 
 
The Christian Walk is one that is full of traps and snares. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30355k
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It is full of roadblocks and detours. 
 
We must allow God to guide us, with his word and by his 
spirit. 
 
Remember Jesus is the one that illuminates the road on 
which we travel. 
 
If we get too far away from him, we can no longer see 
because we are walking in darkness. 
 
I want you guys to picture this in your mind. 
 
You are walking in the middle of the night. 
 
A very cloudy night, no stars, no moon, no streetlights. 
 
But your Savior is walking next to illuminating the path. 
 
All of a sudden something catches your eye and you get a 
few steps behind. 
 
You can still see but not quite as good. 
 
Then something else catches your eye. 
 
You get a few more steps behind. 
 
What you don’t see is the curve in the road up ahead. 
 
You continue to get distracted and Jesus rounds the 
curve. 
 
He has not left you; he is just around the corner but you 
having become distracted can’t see anything. 
 
So you freeze, right there, completed debilitated with 
fear because you are in total darkness. 
 
You’re embarrassed and ashamed you lost sight of him so 
you remain quiet as he continues on down the path. 
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Finally, you become so gripped with fear, panic sets in, you 
are alone and hopeless. 
 
So you cry out….. “Jesus!!!!” 
 
And instantly there he is, because he said he would never 
leave us nor forsake us. 
 
But why let it get to that point, why go through that fear 
at all. 
 
That’s why listening to the holy spirit directing our 
conscience is so very important. 
 
Doing what we know is right. 
 
It is much less painful if we just do it right the first time. 
 
I know we have covered a lot today and I know that some 
of you are feeling the weight of it. 
 
I know I did as I studied it. 
 
But feeling the weight of the message doesn’t mean we 
should be weighed down by the message. 
 
We should be turning all of it over to God. 
 
We should be in eager pursuit of his will in our lives. 
 
Living in peace with one another. 
 
Excited about what the future holds. 
 
Asking God to help us as we make our plans. 
 
Let us lay aside every sin and weight that so easily 
entangles us. Running the race with endurance.  
 



 26 

Fixing our eyes on Jesus the author and perfector of our 
faith! 
 
Pastor BO often ends with a blessing from Hebrews 
chapter 13. 
 
So many of you will be familiar with it when I read it but 
wow does it fit with today’s message! 
 
 
Hebrews 13:20,21 
20 Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead 
the great Shepherd of the sheep [d]through the blood of 
the eternal covenant, our Lord Jesus,21 equip you in 
every good thing to do His will, by doing in us what is 
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Remember guys we have no time to waste! 
 
Let’s use it wisely and for his glory! 
 
Have a blessed week and may God use you to be a witness 
to someone in need! 
 
And if you’re here today and you don’t know Jesus as you 
Lord and savior, then I urge you to cry out to him. 
 
Confess your sins and repent. 
 
The elders will be available after the service if anyone 
needs prayer. 
 
If you have felt the spirit of God beckoning to you today 
and you just don’t know what to do next, find myself, 
pastor Bo or one of the elders and let us pray with you 
and get you headed in the right direction. 
 
May God bless you, have a great week! 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2013&version=LSB#fen-LSB-30262d
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