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Source: Breaking Intimidation by John Bevere 
 

LESSON 4: DORMANT GIFTS 
 
The objective of intimidation is to restrain you from action and coerce or force you into 
submission. Intimidation wants to overwhelm you with a sense of inferiority and fear, which has 
its root in our adversary, the devil. He will attack us by way of thoughts, imaginations, and 
visions, or he will use circumstances and those under his influence (people in our lives) to 
intimidate us. Either way, he has one objective: to control and limit us. 
 
Story of Elijah – Starts in I Kings 17 
Elijah was so intimidated and discouraged by Jezebel that he wanted to die. The purpose of her 
intimidation was to prevent him from completing God’s purpose. She wanted to reverse his 
influence over the nation by getting him out of the way. She accomplished this goal by terrifying 
Elijah into running away. Unwittingly, he was cooperating with her plan. 
 
Symptoms of Intimidation 
An intimidating spirit unleashes confusion, discouragement, and frustration. Its goal is to cause 
you to lose your proper perspective. Everything will seem overwhelming, difficult, or even 
impossible. The stronger the intimidation, the greater the discouragement and hopelessness. If 
intimidation is not dealt with immediately, it will cause you to do things you never would do if 
you were not under its influence. This is exactly the goal of intimidation. 
 
Elijah surrendered his place of authority due to intimidation. God had two other men who would 
not run from Jezebel. They would complete his assignment.  
 
If you yield your position of authority and your spiritual place to the devil, God will find 
someone else to do what he truly wanted you to do. (This does not mean that God takes away his 
gifts, but our gifts will lay dormant.)   
 
Remember, Jezebel was the motivating influence behind the wickedness that had crept into 
Israel. If the wrong influence of a leader is not confronted and put to a stop, then it is only a 
matter of time before the wickedness filters down to those under their charge. 
 
Who is influencing you? Who do you allow to sway your decisions? Who speaks into your life?  
 
Jesus taught this principle, “No one can enter a leader’s territory and plunder the results of his 
influence unless he first puts a stop to the leader. And then he will plunder his territory” – Mark 
3:27, author’s paraphrase. The enemy will target the leader, first. Pray for your leaders. Pray for 
your spiritual authority. Pray for the leader in your home.  
 
Elijah surrendered his place of authority because of intimidation. Elisha and Jehu did not yield 
their God-given authority to any of Ahab’s house; therefore, the gifting of God was not dormant, 
and the nation was delivered from Baal worship.  
 
When we are intimidated, we give up our position of authority. Consequently, the gift of God to 
serve and protect lies dormant. We end up unintentionally furthering the cause of the one 
intimidating us. 


