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LESSON ONE: ROOT CAUSES OF INTIMIDATION 

 

 

John Bevere wrote, Breaking Intimidation, as a response to this prophecy from God, “There are 

so many called to my great End-Time army of believers who are bound by intimidation. They 

have pure hearts towards God and man; however, like Gideon of old, they are held captive by 

the fear of man. The gifts I placed in them are dormant.”  

 

SPIRITUAL POSITION AND AUTHORITY 

We hold a dwelling place or position in the spirit as believers in Jesus. Our spiritual authority is 

what the enemy wants. If he can get us to yield our God-given authority, he will take it AND use 

it against us.  

 

If you do not know your position and the authority that you carry, it can be lost or stolen. 

Biblical examples: Judas, Adam and Eve 

 

Thankfully, Jesus, through obedience and sacrifice, restored the God-given authority Adam had 

lost and, therefore, restored our relationship with God. All demonic spirits were placed under the 

feet of Jesus. No devil should exercise authority over a spirit-filled believer (Luke 10:19).  

 

If Satan can steal or cause individuals to lay down their position of authority, then he again has 

authority to operate. Paul says clearly, “Do not give place to the devil” (Eph 4:27). We must not 

forfeit our place in the spirit. 

 

Satan will blatantly try to steal your authority by bringing sin into your life. And if you are 

determined to serve God with all your heart, then we will also try to knock you out of your 

position in Christ through intimidation. 

 

WHAT IS INTIMIDATION? 

II Timothy1:7, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear (timidity), but of power, and love and of 

a sound mind.”  

 

To render timid / inspire with fear – Oxford English Dictionary 

The use of threats or violence to force or restrain from some action 

To discourage, coerce, or suppress by (or is if by) threatening. – Webster’s 

 

The objective of intimidation is to restrain you from action and coerce or force you into 

submission. Intimidation wants to overwhelm you with a sense of inferiority and fear. Once 

you’ve retreated into submission, either knowingly or unknowingly, you are a servant of the 

intimidator. The origin of intimidation is fear, which has its root in our adversary.  

 

WHAT MAKES US SUSCEPTIBLE OR VULNERABLE TO THE SPIRIT OF INTIMIDATION? 

 

Being a child of God  

Again, being a king’s kid means you have authority in the spirit world. Satan wants to steal our 

authority and use it against us. 
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Sin or Transgression  

When Satan causes us to live a life of sin, it is like us forfeiting our position of authority. Think 

of the parable of the prodigal son.  

 

Insecurity or Inferiority  

Intimidation wants to overwhelm you with a sense of inferiority and fear.  

 

Fear of Confrontation  

Intimidation can look a lot like bullying.  

 

Fear-Based Thinking  

The origin of intimidation is fear, which has its root in our adversary. Satan will attack us by way 

of thoughts, imaginations, and visions, or he will use circumstances and those under his 

influence to intimidate us. Either way, he has one objective: to control and limit us. 

 

Guilt/Shame 

Guilt/shame leads to condemnations which lead to disillusionment and confusion, which leads to 

apathy and defeat and ultimately submission. Once you’ve retreated into submission, either 

knowingly or unknowingly, you are a servant of the intimidator. 
 

 


