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“You have heard that it was said, 

‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’”
(Leviticus 19:18)
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‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’”
(Leviticus 19:18)

You can still love those you disagree with.
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“Don’t hate your enemy, 

but I say to you, Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you.”
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Love’s DECISION (v. 44)Love’s DECISION (v. 44)
“Don’t hate your enemy, 

but I say to you, Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you.”

Love is an action word; 
It’s something you do regardless of how you feel.
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“Don’t hate your enemy, 

but I say to you, Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you.”

It’s impossible to continually hate 
those you continually pray for.



“Dealing with Enemies”“Dealing with Enemies”
Matthew 5:43-48Matthew 5:43-48

Love’s DISTINCTION (v. 45-47)Love’s DISTINCTION (v. 45-47)



“Dealing with Enemies”“Dealing with Enemies”
Matthew 5:43-48Matthew 5:43-48

Love’s DISTINCTION (v. 45-47)Love’s DISTINCTION (v. 45-47)
Loving your enemies is an identifying mark 

that you are a child of God.
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Love’s DISTINCTION (v. 45-47)Love’s DISTINCTION (v. 45-47)
Loving your enemies is an identifying mark 

that you are a child of God.

Kingdom love is to be different from worldly love.
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“You therefore must be perfect, 

as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
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Jesus’ Goals:
1.  
2.   

“You therefore must be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
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Jesus’ Goals:
1. For us to see our need for a Savior.
2.  

“You therefore must be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
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Love’s DESTINATION (v. 48)Love’s DESTINATION (v. 48)

Jesus’ Goals:
1. For us to see our need for a Savior.
2. For us to strive for maturity.

“You therefore must be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
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